
IS THIS THE P ARTY YOU WANT? 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

OF ALABAMA 

or 

IS THIS? 
LOWNDES COUNTY FREEDOM ORGANIZATION 

ONE MAN -- ONE VOTE 



WWNDESCOUNTY 

FREEDOM ORGANIZATION 

THIS IS TO BEAR WITNESS THAT: 

----------,,- - ! 
IS A MEMBER r 

_____ . ____ L 

NAME ___________ _ 

ADDRESS 

COMMUNITY ------------
AGE __ DATE OF BIRTH ------

I 
I 
I 

ONE MAN . ONE VOTE 

PREClNCT _________ _ 

BEAT ---------------
- --- -- - ,-~ - - ----

DA TE P AID POLL TAX ----------
DATE REGISTERED --------
PRECINCT ----------------
BEAT 

LOWNDES COUNTY FRE.EOOM ORGAN llATION 

RT. 1, BOX 191 

HAYNEVILLE, AV,BAHA 
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VOTING 

IWhat isthe vote?1 
VOTING IS THE WAY A CITIZEN CHOOOES PEOPLE TO REPRESENT HIM IN HIS 

COUNTY, STATE AND FID:ERAL GOVERNMENT. WHEN A CTI'IZEN VOTES, HE SPEAKS 

FOR HIMSELF ABOUT THINGS THAT CONCERN HIS CMN WELFARE. 

I Why- vote ?I 
IF YOU DON'T VOTE, YOU GIVE UP YOUR RIGHI' TO DEDIDE FOR YOURSELF 

Hall YOU WANT THINGS TO BE DONE IN YOUR GOVERNMENT. YOUR VOICE NEVER 

GEl'S HEARD IN POLITICS IF YOU DON'T VOTE. 

IHow does voting: work? I 
FIRST, YOU HAVE TO BE REGISTERED. THIS MEArB YOU HAVE TO GO TO 

HAVE YOUR NAME PUT ON A LIST ALONG "'ITH OTHERS WHO WANT TO VOTE IN 

ELECTIONS IN YOUR COUNTY OR STATE. THEN YOU MUST PAY THE POLL TAX. 

lean You vote?1 

YES. ANY PERSON CAN BE A QUALIFIED VOTER IF HE OR SHE IS AT LEAST 

21 YEARS OLD, HAS LIVED IN THE STATE AT LEAST ONE YEAR, IN TIm COUNTY 

SIX UONTm AND IN THE PREDINCT THREE MONTH3. 
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POLITICS 

IWhat is p-olitics ?I 
POLrrICS IS THE CCMING TOGETHER OF PEOPLE TO MAKE DECISIONS ABOtJIX 

THEJR LIVES. FOR EXAMPLE, WHO IS GOING TO BE SHERIFF" WHO "lILt BE 

ELEnTED TO THE SCHOOL Bo.ARD, WHO 1iILL BE THE MAYOR OF YOUR CrrY. Im

EVER" IN THE PAST" NEGROES HAVE NOT BEEN PERNlTTED TO PRACTICE POLITICS. 

A FE-l PEOPLE, HOST OF THEM WErrE, HAVE WORKED IN POLITICS TO BENEFrr 

TlID1SELVES • 

IHow have we been kep.t out ~_p-o/;tics ?I 

1. C:rnTAIN LAWS AND PRACTICl!S HAVE KEPI' NEGROES FROM VCYrING. 

2. NEGROES HAVE BEEN KEPI' OUT OF POLIT ICAL PARTIES. 

3. NEGROES HAVE BEEN BEATEN WHEN THEY TRIED TO REGlSTER TO VOTE, 

AND TOLD TIME AND TIME AGAIN THAT POLrrICS AND varING WERE ''WHITE FOLKS' 

BUSINESS." 

4. THEY HAVE TOLD us THAT WE ARE NOT "QUALIFIED" TO mACTICE POL

rrICS, THAT WE ARE NOT "QUALIFIIDtr TO RUN OUR CMN LIVl!S t EVERYONE KNtlVS 

IF HE WILL THINK ABOUT IT THAT EACH AND EV-ERY GROWN MAN AND 1-TOMAN IS 

JUST AS "QUALIFIED" AS ANYONE ELSE TO DEClDE WHAT HE WANTS HIS LIFE TO 

BE LIKE. THERE MAY BE SCME INFORMATION THAT SONE OF US NEED IN ORDER TO 

DEI} IDE HCM TO GO ABOUT }'IAKING OUR LIVl!S lOOT WE WANT TRw. TO BE, Bur WE 

CAN GET THAT INFORMATION AND WE CAN LEARN IT JUST AS WELL AS ANYONE EISE CJ 

5. THEY HAVE TOLD us THAT NEGROES "JUST CAN'T STICK TOGETHER." 
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IWhy. come together? I 
WHEN YOU co}m TOGEI'Hm YOU CAN DEI'ERMINE v..'HO FROI1 YOUR am COOIUNITY 

CAN DO THE, THnw YOU WANT DONE. IF YOU DON'T COME TOGEI'HER, TEE PFDPLE 

WHO HAVE BEEN RUNNING THE SHOll HILL PUT THEm CMN CANDIDATES UP AND VOTE 

FOR PROGRAl"1S THAT 1ffiL BENEFIT THEM O:NLY AND YOU \ .. ':[LL HAVE NO SAY AT ALL. 

IWhat can ypu do when ¥OU come together? I 
IF YOU ARE A QUALIFIED ELECTOR (VOTER) , THAT IS, IF YOU HAVE REG

ISTERED TO VCYrE AND PAID THE POLL TAX FOR 2 YEARS, YOU CAN FORM YOUR a.rn 

POLITICAL ORGANIZATION. 
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GENERAL HIGHWAY MAP 

LOWNDES COUNTY 
ALABAMA 

ALAIIAlIA STATE mGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
DIVISION OF mGHWAY PLANNING ------.-

U. S. DIPARnIKNT or COIOlBllCll 
BUIlEAU or PUBlJC IIOADII 

1955 
_It _____ . 

----.... ....... -.-~ ..... - ..... ' . -
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PRECINCT 1 is made up of Beats I, 2, 3, 4, and 20. 

PRECINCT 2 is made up of Beats 5, 6, 7, 9, and 21. 

PRECINCT 3 is made up of Beats 8 and 10. 

PRECINCT 4 is made up of Beat 11. 
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PRECINCT 5 is made up of Beats 12 and 15. 

PRECINCT 6 is made up of Beats 13 and 14. 

PRECINCT 7 is made up of Beats 16 and 17. 

PRECINCT 8 is made up of Beats 18 and 19. 



~ow can .people w~rk !ogether 
In a p-oIit,cal organIzatIon? 

FJRST OF ALL, WE HAVE TO STICK; TOGEl'BER. THEN~VE SHOULD DElJIDE 

vJHAT ARE OUR comlON NEEre. WE CA:; DEtIDE THIS BY ASKING OURSELVES, "WILL 

THIS PROGRAM OR THIS CANDIDATE HELP US AND PEDPLE LIKE OURSELVES?" ONCE 

YOU HAVE A POLITICAL ORGANIZATION YOU CAN GO OUT AND TALK TO YOUR NEIGH

BORS AND FRIENDS AND EVEN TO STRANGERS, AND FIND mEERS WHO ARE WILLING 

TO WORK WITH YOU. 

WHEN YOU FORN A POLITICAL ORGAN1ZATION YOU CAN NOMINATE FOR OFFICE 

CANDIDATES OF YOUR CMN CHOCSING, AND IN THE GENERAL EI.:J[;TION, YOU CAN 

varE TO PUT YOUR CANDIDATE INTO OFFICE. 

How do v.0U Form a political orqanizatiol1 
. in Lownaes County, Alabama?' 

1. ALABAMA LAW SAYS YOU CANNar BE A MEMBER OF A POLITICAL ORGANI7....ATION 

IF YOU ARE NOT A QUALIFIED ELEtTOR ** THAT IS, YOU MUST BE REGISTERED TO 

VOTE AND MUST HAVE PAID YOUR POLL TAX. 

2. ALABAHA LAW SAYS THAT ANY ORGANIZATION OF QUALIFIED EI.EX:TORS 

CAN NOMINATE CANDIDATES. THE DATE FOR SUCH MEErINGS IS MAY 3, 1966. THE 

CANDIDATES MUST BE NOHINATED AT THIS MEETING. THE GENERAL PUBLIC 1-1AY 

ATTEND THIS MASS MEETING, BUT ONLY NEMBERS OF THE POLITICAL ORGANIZATION 

MAY PARTICIPATE IN THE HEETD1G. 
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TIl I,a!1ND]S COUNTY, YOU CAN NOHINATE CANDIDATES FOR THE OFFICES OF 

COUNTY SHERIFF, COUNTY TAX ASS:ESSOR, COUNTY TAX COLL'EDTOR, COUNTY SCHOOL 

BOARD MEMBERS, AND CmCUIT SOLICITORS. ANY QUALIFIED EIK:TOR C.A1'J RUN FOR 

THESE OFFICES. 

3. IF THEY ARE RUNNING FOR A COUNTY OFFICE, ':fHE NAMES OF THE CANDIDATES 

YOU CHOC'SE AT THE MASS MEEl'ING ON MAY 3, 1966 MUST BE SENT TO THE PROBATE 

JUDGE OF YOUR COUNTY AT LEAST 60 DAYS BEFORETHE DATE OF THE GENERAL ELECTION 

(NOVmBER 8, 1966). THIS CERTIFICATE MUST CONTAIN THE NAME OF EACH PERSON 

NOMINATED AND THE OFFICE FOR WHICH HE WAS NOMINATED, AND MUST BE SIGNED 

BY THE PmBIDENT AND RECORDING SroR~ARY OF THE MASS }fEErING. IF THE 

MASS MEETING OF THE ORGANIZATION NOMINATES CANDIDATES FOR STATE CR DISTRICT 

THE NAMES OF THE CANDTIJATES MUST BE SENT TO THE SECREI'ARY OF STATE INSTEAD 

OF THE PROBATE JUDGE. HOUSE DISTRICT 29 (LCMNDES AND AUTAUGA COUNl'IES) 

CAN ELEDT 1 REPRESENTATIVE TO THE HOUSE. SENATE DISTRICT 20 (LCMIDES, 

BUTLER, CRENSHAW AND COVINarON) CAN ~T 1 SENATOR. 

4. IF A CANDIDATE NOMINATED BY THE ORGANIZATION AT A MASS l1EEl'ING 

RECEIVES 20% OR MORE OF THE VOTE CAST IN THE ELECTION OF NOVEMBER 8, 1966 

ELECTION FOR THAT OFFICE, THE ORGANIZATION IS DE::LARED BY ALABAMA LAW 

TO BE A POLITICAL PARTY FCR AND wrrHIN THE COUNTY. 

IF A CANDTIJATE NOl-IINATED FOR A STATE OR DISTRICT OFFICE RECEIVES 

20% OR MORE OF THE VOTE CAST FOR THAT OFFICE IN THE STATE OR DISTRICT, 

THE ORGANIZATION IS DE::LARED BY ALABAMA LAW TO BE A PARTY FOR AND WITHIlT 

THAT STATE OR DISTRICT. 

ALABAMA LAW SAYS THAT IF YOU NOMINATE AND RUN YOUR G.TN CANDIDATES, 

YOU CANNOT VOTE m EITHER THE DE}fOCRATIC OR REPUBLICAN PRTI1ARIES. 
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hat are the rights ahd privileges 
. ____ a_p-0/itical organization? 

.ALABAMA LAW STATES THAT ANY POLITICAL ORGANIZATION HAVING A CANDIDATE 

ON TEE BALLOT MAY APPOINT A PERSON TO WATCH AT EACH POLLING PLACE. THE POLL

WATCHER SHALL BE PERMl'l"l'ED TO BE PRmENT AT THE PLACE WHERE THE BALWl'S 

ARE CAST FROM THE TlME THE POLIS ARE OPENED UNTIL THE BALLOTS ARE COUNTm 

AND CERTIFICATES OF THE RESULT OF THE ELEnTION .ARE SIGNED BY THE DBPElJTORS. 

THE WATCHERS SHALL BE PERHITTED TO SEE THE BAIJmS AS TIm ARE CALLED 

DURnm THE COUNT. 

NOW IS THE TIME! 
IF EVER WE IN tamDES COUNTY HAD A CHANCE TO COME TOGID'HER TO MAKE 

POLITICAL DEXJISIONS ABOUT OUR CMN LIVES - N(lf1 IS THE TIMEl 

IF EVER TmRE WAS A TIME FOR NEGROES TO LEAVE THE WHITE SUPREMACY 

DmOCRATIC P,ARTY OF ALABAMA ALONE _ ... Na-T IS THE TmEl 

IF EVER WE HAD A CHA~E TO DO SOME'l'HING ABOUT THE YEARS OF LCM PAY , 
BEATINGS, BURNINGS OF HOMES J DENIAL OF THE RIGRl' TO VOTE, BAD lIDUCATION 

AND WASHED-ouT ROADS --- New IS THE TIMEl 

JOIN THE 

L<l'lNDES COUNTY FREEDOM ORGANIZATION 

RT. 1, BOX 191 

HAYNE.VILLE, ALABAMA 
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LOWNDES COUNTY 
FREEDOM ORGANIZATION 


