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IS THIS THE PARTY YOU WANT? \

FOR THE RIGHT
DEMOCRATIC PARTY
OF ALABAMA

. or
IS THIS ?
LOWNDES COUNTY FREEDOM ORGANIZATION

ONE MAN -- ONE VOTE



! ONE MAN - ONE VOTE
LOWNDES COUNTY

FREEDOM ORGANIZATION

THIS IS TO BEAR WITNESS THAT:

- | PRECINCT
IS A MEMBER ( BEAT
e o e e e e e e e e e
]
t
NAME | DATE PAID POLL TAX
[ DATE REGISTERED
ADDRESS |
PRECINCT
COMMUNITY |
|  BEAT
AGE DATE OF BIRTH l

LOWNDES COUNTY FREEDOM ORGANIZATION

RT. 1, BOX 191

HAYNEVILLE, ALABAVMA



: VOTING

\What isThe vole 7]

VOTING IS THE WAY A CITIZEN CHOOSES PEOPLE TO REPRESENT HIM IN HIS

COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. WHEN A CITIZEN VOTES, HE SPEAKS

FOR HIMSELF ABOUT THINGS THAT CONCERN HIS OWN WELFARE.

| Why vdle?

IF YOU DON'T VOTE, YOU GIVE UP YOUR RIGH[‘ TO DECIDE FOR YOURSELF
HOW YOU WANT THINGS TO BE DONE IN YOUR GOVERNMENT. YOUR VOICE NEVER

GETS HEARD IN POLITICS IF YOU DON'T VOTE.

How does voTing work?

FIRST, YOU HAVE TO BE REGISTERED. THIS MEANS YOU HAVE TO GO TO

HAVE YOUR NAME PUT ON A LIST ALONG WITH OTHERS WHO WANT TO VOTE IN

ELECTIONS IN YOUR COUNTY OR STATE. THEN YOU MUST PAY THE POLL TAX.

Can YOU vole?|

YES. ANY PERSON CAN BE A QUALIFIED VOTER IF HE OR SHE IS AT LFEAST

21 YEARS OLD, HAS LIVED IN THE STATE AT LEAST ONE YFAR, IN THE COUNTY

SIX MONTHS AND IN THE PRECINCT THREE MONTHS.



POLITICS

What is Poliﬁcs.?

POLITICS IS THE COMING TOGETHER OF PEOPLE TO MAKE DECISIONS ABOUT
THEIR LIVES. FOR EXAMPLE, WHO IS GOING TO BE SHERIFF, WHO WILL BE
ELECTED TO THE SCHOOL BOARD, WHO WILL BE THE MAYOR OF YOUR CITY. HOW=-
EVER, IN THE PAST, NEGROES HAVE NOT BEEN PERMTTTED TO PRACTICE POLITICS.
A FB{ PEOPLE, MOST OF THEM WHITE, HAVE WORKED IN POLITICS TO BENEFIT

THEMSELVES .

How have we been kept oul of poliTics.?

1. CERTAIN LAWS AND PRACTICES HAVE KEPT NECGROES FROM VOTING.

2. NEGROES HAVE BEEN KEPT OUT OF POLITICAL PARTYIES.

3. NEGROES HAVE BEEN BEATEN WHEN THEY TRIED TO REGISTER TO VOTE,
AND TOLD TIME AND TIME AGATN THAT POLITICS AND VOTING WERE "WHITE FOLKS!
BUSINESS."

i, THEY HAVE TOLD US THAT WE ARE NOT "QUALIFIED" TO PRACTICE POL~-
ITICS, THAT WE ARE NOT "QUALIFIED" TO RUN OUR OWN LIVES! EVERYONE KNOWS
IF HE WILL THINK ABOUT IT THAT FACH AND EVERY GROWN MAN AND WOMAN IS
JUST AS "QUALIFIED" AS ANYONE EILSE TO DECIDE WHAT HE WANTS HIS LIFE TO
BE LIKE. THERE MAY BE SCME INFORMATION THAT SOME OF US NEED IN ORDER TO
DECIDE HOW TO GO ABOUT MAKING OUR LIVES WHAT WE WANT THEM TO BE, BUT WE
CAN GET THAT INFORMATION AND WE CAN LEARN IT JUST AS WELL AS ANYONE ELSE C/

5. THEY HAVE TOLD US THAT NEGROES "JUST CAN!T STICK TOGETHER."



Why: come Together?

WHEN YOU COME TOGETHER YOU CAN DETERMINE WHC FROM YOUR OWN COMMUNITY
CAN DO THE THING YOU WANT DONE., IF YOU DON'T COME TOGETHER, THE PEOPLE
WHO HAVE BEEN RUNNING THE SHOW WILL PUT THEIR OWN CANDIDATES UP AND VOTE

FCR PROGRAMS THAT WILL BENEFIT THEM ONLY AND YOU WILL HAVE NO SAY AT ALL.

Whal can you do when you gonlgj%efbgr.? |

IF YOU ARE A QUALIFTED ELECTOR (VOTER), THAT IS, IF YOU HAVE REG-

ISTERED TO VOTE AND PAID THE POLL TAX FCR 2 YEARS, YOU CAN FORM YOUR OWN

POLITICAT ORGANIZATION.
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PRECINCT 1 is made up of Beats 1, 2, 3, 4, and 20,
PRECINCT 2 is made up of Beats 3, 6, 7, 9, and 21,

PRECINCT 3 is made up of Beats 8 and 10,
PRECINCT 4 is made up of Beat 11,

PRECINCT 5 is made up of Beats 12 and 15,

PRECINCT 6 is made up of Beats 13 and 14,
PRECINCT 7 is made up of Beats 16 and 17,
PRECINCT 8 is made up of Beats 18 and 19,



How can people work fogether

ih & poliﬁcal organizaﬁon.? |

FIRST OF ALL, WE HAVE TO STICK, TOGEﬁ‘HER. THEN WE SHOULD DECIDE
WHAT ARE OUR COMMON NEEDS. WE CAL DECIDE THIS BY ASKING OURSELVES, "WILL
THIS PROGRAM OR THIS CANDIDATE HELP US AND PEOPLE LIKE OURSELVES?" ONCE
YOU HAVE A POLITICAL ORGANIZATTION YOU CAN GO OUT AND TALK TO YOUR NEIGH=
BORS AND FRIENDS AND EVEN TO STRANGERS, AND FIND OTHERS WHO ARE WILLING
TO WORK WITH YOU.

[Why form a poliTical orgaqizaTign?

WHEN YOU FORM A POLTTICAIL ORGANIZATION YOU CAN NOMINATE FOR OFFICE
CANDIDATES OF YOUR OWN CHOOSING, AND IN THE GENERAL ELECTION, YOU CAN

VOTE TO PUT YOUR CANDIDATE INTO OFFICE.

How do you form a political organizaTion

in Lowndes County, Alabama

1. ATABAMA TAW SAYS YOU CANNOT BE A MEMBER OF A POLITICAL ORGANIZATION
TIF YOU ARE NOT A QUALIFIED ELECTOR % THAT IS, YOU MUST BE REGISTERED TO

VOTE AND MUST HAVE PATD YOUR POLL TAX.

2. ALABAMA TAW SAYS THAT ANY ORGANIZATION OF QUALIFIED ELECTORS
CAN NOMINATE CANDIDATES. THE DATE FOR SUCH MEETINGS IS MAY 3, 1966. THE
CANDIDATES MUST BE NOMINATED AT THIS MEETING. THE GENERAL PUBLIC MAY
ATTEND THIS MASS MEETING, BUT ONLY MEMBERS OF THE POLITICAL CRGANIZATION

MAY PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING.



IN LOWNDES COUNTY, YOU CAN NOMINATE CANDIDATES FOR THE OFFICES OF
COUNTY SHERIFF, COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR, COUNTY TAX COLLECTOR, COUNTY SCHOOL
BOARD MEMBERS, AND CIRCUIT SOLICITORS. ANY QUALTFIED ELECTOR CAN.RUN FOR
THESE OFFICES.

3. IF THEY ARE RUNNING FOR A COUNTY OFFICE, THE NAMES OF THE CANDIDATES
YOU CHOOSE AT THE MASS MEETING ON MAY 3, 1966 MUST BE SENT TO THE PROBATE

JUDGE OF YOUR COUNTY AT LEAST 60 DAYS BEFORETHE DATE OF THE GENERAL ELECTION

(NOVEMBER 8, 1966). THIS CERTIFICATE MUST CONTAIN THE NAME OF FACH PERSON
NOMINATED AND THE OFFICE FOR WHICH HE WAS NOMINATED, AND MUST BE SIGNED
BY THE PRESIDENT AND RECORDING SECRETARY OF THE MASS MEETING. IF THE

MASS MEETING OF THE ORGANIZATION NOMINATES CANDIDATES FOR STATE OR DISTRICT
THE NAMES OF THE CANDIDATES MUST BE SENT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE INSTEAD

OF THE FROBATE JUDGE. HOUSE DISTRICT 29 (LOWNDES AND AUTAUGA COUNTIES)
CAN ELECT 1 REPRESENTATIVE TO THE HOUSE. SENATE DISTRICT 20 (LOWNDES,
BUTLER, CRENSHAW AND COVINGTON) CAN ELFCT 1 SENATOR.

o IF A CANDIDATE NOMINATED BY THE ORGANIZATION AT A MASS MEETING
RECEIVES 20% OR MORE OF THE VOTE CAST IN THE ELECTION OF NOVEMBER 8, 1966
ELECTION FOR THAT OFFICE, THE ORGANIZATION IS DECLARED BY ALABAMA LAW

TO BE A POLITICAL PARTY FOR AND WITHIN THE COUNTY.

IF A CANDIDATE NOMINATED FOR A STATE OR DISTRICT OFFICE RECEIVES
207 OR MORE OF THE VOTE CAST FOR THAT OFFICE IN THE STATE OR DISTRICT,

THE ORGANIZATION IS DECLARED BY ALABAMA IAW TO BE A PARTY FOR AND WITHIN
THAT STATE OR DISTRICT.

ATABAMA TAW SAYS THAT IF YOU NOMINATE AND RUN YOUR OWN CANDIDATES s
YOU CANNOT VOTE IN EITHER THE DEMOCRATIC OR REPUBLICAN PRIMARIES.



hal are the righls and privileges
of a _poh'h’cal organizafion_,?

ATABAMA TAW STATES THAT ANY POLITICAL ORGANIZATION HAVING A CANDIDATE

ON THE BALLOT MAY APPOINT A PERSON TO WATCH AT FACH POLLING PLACE. THE POLL=
WATCHER SHALL BE PERMITTED TO BE PRESENT AT THE PLACE WHERE THE BALLOTS

ARE CAST FROM THE TIME THE POLLS ARE OPENED UNTIL THE BALLOTS ARE COUNTED
AND CERTIFICATES OF THE RESULT OF THE ELFCTION ARE SIGNED BY THE INSPECTORS.
THE WATCHERS SHALL BE PERMITTED TO SEE THE BALLOTS AS THEY ARE CALLED

DURING THE COUNT.

NOw 1S THE TIME!

IF EVER WE IN LOWNDES COUNTY HAD A CHANCE TO COME TOGETHFR TO MAKE
POLITICAL DECISIONS ABOUT OUR OWN LIVES == NOW IS THE TIME}

IF EVER THERE WAS A TIME FOR NEGROES TO LEAVE THE WHITE SUPREMACY

DIMOCRATIC PARTY OF ALABAMA ALONE -~ NOW IS THE TIME}

IF EVER WE HAD A CHANCE TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT THE YEARS OF LOW PAY,
BEATINGS, BURNINGS OF HOMES, DENIAL OF THE RIGHT TO VOTE, BAD EDUCATION
AND WASHED-QOUT ROADS =--- NOW IS THE TIME}

JOIN THE
LOWNDES COUNTY FREEDOM ORGANTZATION
RT. 1, BOX 191

HAYNEVITLE, ALABAMA
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FREEDOM ORGANIZATION



