
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE TO RELEASE ELDRIDGE CLEAVER 

P.O. Box 2967, Customs House 
San Francisco, C a l i f o r n i a 94126 

We are w r i t i n g to you because we be l i e v e you share our b o l l c f t h a t a government 
has no r i g h t t o . s i l e n c e a man f o r expressing ideas thought to be dangerous t o the estab­
l i s h e d order — and no r i g h t to s i l e n c e a man f o r o r g a n i z i n g p o l i t i c a l l y t o t r a n s l a t e 
those ideas I n t o r e a l s o c i a l changes. Our f r i e n d Eldridge Cleaver iS i n pi^lSOn today — 
a f t e r miraculously escaping what appears to have been a d e l i b e r a t e p o l i c e attempt to 
take h i s l i f e — as a r e s u l t of p r e c i s e l y t h a t kind of p o l i t i c a l persecution. 

The issue here i s not defense of the p a r t i c u l a r p o l i t i c a l ideas espoused by Eldridge 
Cleaver, but defense of any man's r i g h t to express unpopular ideas and to act on them 
p o l i t i c a l l y . We are asking you to put aside any p o l i t i c a l d i f f e r e n c e s you might have 
W i t h Mr. Cleaver, and to act as you would have acted when Dreyfus, Eugene Debs, Tom Mooney 
or Sacco and Vanaetti were a i m i l a r l y persecuted f o r p o l i t i c a l reasons and framed by 
fr i g h t e n e d a u t h o r i t i e s . 

We are asking you to add your name to the growing l i s t of Americans and Others WhO 
are p r o t e s t i n g t h i s f l a g r a n t abridgement of Mr. Cleaver's c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r i g h t s , and of 
his fundamental human r i g h t s . And we are asking you do do t h i s now, w h i l e your support 
counts f o r something, w h i l e we s t i l l have a chance to win the release of t h i s o r i g i n a l 
t h i n k e r and courageous man. Sooner or l a t e r , we are confident t h a t you would support 
the demand f o r Mr. Cleaver's release. "Sooner or l a t e r " would perhaps be soon enough 
to s a t i s f y one's conscience, but i t would be too l a t e to help Eldridge cleaver. 

Eldridge was p a r t i c u l a r l y v ulnerable as a p o l i t i c a l leader because he was also a 
parolee. He was released on parole i n 1966, a f t e r a nine-year s t r e t c h i n p r i s o n , got 
married and took a job as s t a f f w r i t e r f o r Ramparts magazine. (His-release t h a t time 
was a d i r e c t r e s u l t o f representations by a handful of prominent persons who had seen 
h i s w r i t i n g s and spotted h i s t a l e n t . ) McGraw-Hill already had the manuscript of h i s 
book, l a t e r published as Soul on I c e , which won wide and immediate c r i t i c a l acclaim. 
Cleaver q u i c k l y became a c t i v e i n the Black Panther Party, which was working t o organize 
black people i n Oakland, C a l i f o r n i a around a broad p o l i t i c a l program f o r s o c i a l change 
i n the ghetto. He became the party's M i n i s t e r of I n f o r m a t i o n , 

To understand Eldridge Cleaver's short odyasey outside p r i s o n w a l l s r e q u i r e s SOme 
background knowledge of the h o s t i l e environment i n t o which he moved — h o s t i l e to blacks, 
and h o s t i l e e s p e c i a l l y to black p o l i t i c a l leaders. Oakland i s a town which has f o r c e ­
f u l l y repressed a l l c i v i l r i g h t s a c t i v i t y , even the most modest movements t h a t began i n 
other areas of the country seven or e i g h t years ago. And when the Black Panther Party 
began tc organize around the inhuman treatment accorded b l s c k c i t i z e n s by the Oakland 
p o l i c e , the repression escalated. (You w i l l f i n d enclosed a mimeographed sheet which 
gives some idea of the systematic p a t t e r n of p o l i c e harassment and vi o l e n c e against 
members of the Black Panther Party.) 

Although th£ Black Panther Party, aware of i t s v u l n e r a b i l i t y , took extreme pre­
cautions to ensure t h a t i t s organizing a c t i v i t i e s were w i t h i n the law (the party's 
co-founder, Huey P. Newton, a former law student, o f t e n l e c t u r e d h i s men on t h e i r l e g a l 
r i g h t s and l i m i t a t i o n s ) , p o l i c e r e g u l a r l y harassed and arr e s t e d p a r t y members with o u t 
reasonable cause, and on several occasions threatened to k i l l p a r t y leaders. Then, i n 
October 1967, Huey P. Newton was stopped by p o l i c e on the s t r e e t s of Oakland and became 
involved i n a shooting i n which he was wounded and a policeman was k i l l e d . The Grand 
Jury which i n d i c t e d Mr. Newton was shown no evidence t h a t Mr. Newton f i r e d a shot, or 
even t h a t he possessed a weapon at the time of the shooting. 

We mention these d e t a i l s not to e l i c i t support f o r the Black Panth.er Party or i t s 
p o l i t i c a l program, f o r t h i s i s not our i n t e n t i o n here. We mention them because they help 
e x p l a i n why removing Eldridge Cleaver from the ghetto became so important to the Oakland 
Police and the C a l i f o r n i a Adult A u t h o r i t y (parole board). Eldridge had moved s w i f t l y t o 
organize mass p u b l i c support f o r Huey Newton, and mass p u b l i c condemnation of the r a c i s t 
p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s of the Oakland p o l i c e . As the campaign grew i n s t r e n g t h , e n l i s t i n g 
the support of impressive numbers of white people. Cleaver was threatened by p o l i c e (they 
broke i n t o h i s apartment i n San Francisco w i t h o u t a warrant and v a i n l y searched i t ) , and 
was t o l d by h i s parole o f f i c e r t h a t the d e c i s i o n had already been made by the Adult 
A u t h o r i t y to revoke h i s parole at the f i r s t p r e t e x t . 


