FLDRIDGE CLEAVER DECISION June 11, 1968

A SOTANC SUPERICR COURT JUDGE RULED ON THE HABEAS CCRPUS PETITION
OF ELDRIDGE CLEAVER, MINIST'F OF DNFORMATION FTOR THF BLACK PANTHFR PARTY, TODAY. MR.
CLEAVER'S FETITION CHARGED THAT HIS PAROLE FROM A FREVIOUS CONVICTION HAD BEEN IM-
PROPERLY SUSPENDFD AFTIR AN INCIDENT BETWEEN OAKTAND POLICE AND BLACK PANTHERS IN
WHICH BOBEY HUTTON WAS KITLED AND MR, CLEAVIP AND THREE POLICEMEN WOUNDED,

TODAY, JUDOE RAYMOND SHERWIN RULFD THAT THE PAROLE STSPENSION WAS
IMPROPER, AYD ORDERED MR, CLEAVFR RELFASED AND PETNSTATED ON PAROLE. JUDGE SHERWIN
SAIDs *“THE RECORD HERE IS THAT THOUGH THE PETITIONER WAS ARRESTED AND HIS PARCLE
CANCELLED MCRE THAN TWO MONTHS AGO, HEARINGS BEFGRE THE ADULT AUTEORITY HAVE NOT EVEN
BEFN SCHEDULED, THERE IS NOTHING TO INDICATE WHY IT WAS DEFMED WECESSARY TO CANCEL
HIS PARCLE BI‘;T‘OHE'i!IS TRIAL 7N THE FENDING CRIMINAL CHARGFS OF WHICH HE IS PRESUMED
INNCCENT. THE QUESTION OF THE FROFRIETY OF JUDICTIAL INTEWVENTION AND THE TIMING OF IT
ARE AFFECTED '"NAVOIDABLY BY THE FACTS OF THE CASE. IT HAS TO BE STRESSED THAT THE
UNCONTRADICTED EVIDENCE PRESENTED TO THIS COURT INDICATED THAT THE PETTTIONER HAS BEEN
A VMODEL PAROLEE. THE PFRIL TO HIS PAROLE STATUS STEMMED FROM NO FAILURE (F PERSONAL
REHABILITATION, BUT FROM HIS TNDUF ELOOUENCE IN PURSUING PCLITICAL GOALS WHICH WERE
UFVENSIVE TO MANY OF HIS CONTEMPOPARTES, WOT ONIY WAS THERE ABSENCE OF CAUSE FPOR THE
CANCFLLATION COF PAROLE, IT WAS THE PRODUCT OF A TYFE OF TRESSURE MWNBECOMING, TO SAY
THE IEAST, TC THE ILAW ENFORCEMENT PARAPHERNALIA (F THIS STATE.®

DEPUTY STATE ATTORNEY QENERAL ETWARD OYBRIEN SATD THAT HE WILL AFFFAL
THE DECISION.



