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THE US. IMPERIALIST STATE AND THE BLACK NATION

SALADIN MUHAMMAD AT A FORUM ON THE BLACK NATIONAL QUESTION)
INTRODUCTION

This presentation was edited for pamphlet form. X was initially given at a forum

1 on the US, Black National Quegtion, along with ancther major speaker on Topic; Imind
Baraka, chairman of the Revalutiomary Com munist League.

Brother Saladin Muhammad is 8 member of the National Central Committee of

the Afrikan Pecple's Party.

| Black Scientific Socialiam is the Black Warking Clams idealngy of the National
Liberaticn Struggle,

| Black Scientific Socialism is the U.S. National Black Liberation Struggle's

' Healogical and palitical link to the World Socialist Revdlution, while at the same time

l maintaining its independent national character. This put owr struggle for National

! Liberation in Objective unity with all other struggles against Imperialiam, in particular

with those Hghting the U.S. Impedialist State.

Labor donated by:
S5ister Aisha Sabriya Abdelrahim




African pecple inside the Dnited States, both within the heartland of owr national
territory, the Black Bel: South, and throughout: the U.S. industrial uwrban centers, are all
pat of a domestic calonialized nation. Key to understanding the system of US.
domestic calonfalism and the development of national liberation revalutionary people's
war, requires a critical and sclentific analysic of the development of American
capitalism and the U.5. imperialist state as it's colonial institition.

The failre on the part of many revalitionaries to corectly analyze the US.
capitalist system as a settler-colonial-capitalist system, has led to many incorrect
thecretical formulations about the natire of owr oppression and the palitical and
ideclogical direction of cur national liberation struggle,  This failure comes from
having a mechanical concept of historical development, which finds it's roots in the
thearies of economic detorminism; that sees only the warking class in the advanced
capitaliist nations, as being the main motive force to hring about social change and
liberation of the calonles and oppressed nationss  Thus legitimizing the system of 0.5,
domestic oalonialism, by viewing the American bourgeais revalution for Independent
nationhood a s being a necessary step toward the development of a praletariat to being
about a socialist revalution that would give the right of self-deter-mination to the
cppressed nations., (Economic determinism is the theory that all social phenomena is
determined mlely by the econonmic base of socdiety). mﬂammny,wha\ttrﬁsﬂmy
implies, is that only a social class, whose identity is predeter mined
acoonding to it's development along certain historical lines, is capahle of leading a
revalitionary struggle to hring about true social change.

As Rlack scientific soclalists,, whose people's histarical realities have produced
unique lessons toward further shaping and developing a scientific world view, what then
in fact is a social class acoarding to our perspective?....”Can we possibly recognize it by
the means of purely cbjective external acknowledgement of the com mon economic and
social conditions of a great number of Individuals, and of their similar positions in
relationships to the productive process? That would not be enought from owr stand-
point. Ow method does not amount to a mere description of the social structure as it

—1—

e

exists at a given moment, nor does it merely draw an abstract line dividing all
individu-als composing society into two gqroups » . As is done mechanically by many
so-called Marxist-Leninist Revolutionaries.

=We know that the development of a phenomenon in movement, whatever its
external appearance, depends mainky on its intemal characteristics. We also know that
on the palitical level ouxr own reality — however fine and attractive the reality of cthers
may be — can only be transfir med by detailed knowledge of it, by our own efforts, by
own sacriﬁoes.'m

As Black acientific socialists, we analyze human society in is movement, in its
development in time. We study the connection of events, {auxch as evonomic crises) as
they aftectmemmmcdmandreqxﬂesofdevarimssectascftheuaking-dﬁ
within an imperialist state, to determine whether their social ¢lass interest is ane and
the same.

Are we therefare to conclude, that thase Black people who are not opxessed an
the National Territory in the Black Belt South, (but who continue to suffer from
national oppressicn throughout the US, Imperalist State), are somehow nOwW assi milated
into the U.S. Nadan, as a national minarity of the U.S. werking-class, Thus making
their national struggle for liberation, one and the same as the class sruggle of the U5,
werking class fox spcialist revalution, lead by a multi-pnationalist Communist Party.

Is the actual conditian of the workers within the imperalist state of the oppresEing
nation the came as that of the wockers of the oppressed nations from the standpaint of
the national problem.

No, they are not the same.

"} Economically, the difference is that sections of the warking-class in the
cppressing nations receive crumbs of the super-profits which the bourgeaise of the
oppressing nations cbtain by the extra exgloitation of the workers of the oppressed
nations. Moreaver, economic data shows that a larger percentage of the warkers of the
oppreising nations become “skilled workers” than the warkers of the oppressing nations

i_e., a Jarger percentage rise to the position of labar aristocracy. This isa fact To a
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