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L BUCKLEY! [n 14G6 the Blacl: Panthoer
mavement was founded. Prarinert amiong
the foundars were Bohhy Seate, who is its
meesident, and Huey Newton, alter Eldrithye
Clegvar prohally its hesl known chrampion,
Irv recent nonths, of cotrse, the Newion
witig expelled Eldritye Cleaver, whi is living
in Ayaria, <o that the Seale Npwton Willg Qs
nowadays supreme. Meanwhile, the Black
Panthers have wrned their hacks olficially
on violence as a means of accomplishing
whatever it is ey propose 1o accomplish,
coticerning which we will, in due course, Le
enlightened.

Huey Newton, you will remember, was
vied and convicted of killing a policernan —
specifically, of involuntary mamlaughter.
The slogan, "Fieca Huey Newton,” was 1o
the tate Sixties what the slogan, “Wheo
pramoted Perez?” was to the carly Filties.
The higher court reversed the verdict on a
technicality and Me. Newton was tried twice
more, the trial resultling, in each case, in a
split jury. Finally, the presiding judge gave
up and Huey Newton is Tree.

His mother is from Louisiara, his
tather from Arkansas, and he is the youngast
of seven children. He was schooled in
Oakland where he now lives. His tirst book
was called Te Die for the Peaple, and
iimminentty he will puhlish his
autohiography which is called Rewvolutionary
Suicirle, a concent | shall now ask Mr.
Hewton, please, to explain,

MR. NEWTON: 'l explain i1, but if | may
impose upon you, | have a friem] who's
almost dying lor me to ask this question, i
you will. The question is: Durmg the
Revolution of 1776, when the United States
ol Ametica broke away from Englind, my
ftiendd would like to know which side would
ynu have been on during that 1ing?

MA. BUCKLEY: [ think probably 1 would
have been on the side of Gearge Washington.
I"tn not absolutely sure hecause it remains to
be established historically whether what we
sought 1o prove at that point might not have
been proved by more peaceful means. On
the whole, 1'm against revolutions, though |
think, as revolutions go. that was it pretty
humane one.

M. NEWTON: Yes, you'ra not such a bad
gy, after all. My Friend will he surp.rised to
fiear that. | hope he’s listening.

MR BUCKLEY: His assumption was what?

WL NEWTON; Well, he was puzzled, but )
think that he was inclined to bafieve 1hat
you would have been on the side of the
colonizers of England. But I'm pleased wath
the answer and | agree with you. The only
revolution that is worth fighting is a humann
revolution and -

. BUCKLEY: Also one that succeerls.
MR, NEWTON; Yes, right. Eventually.

MR BUCKLEY: Because | teed that if King
George had captured George Washington, he
wauld have had the right to hang him,

MR. NEVWTON: ‘According to the taw?
MR. BUCKLEY: Yes.

MR. NEWTON: But revelulions always, in
tome ways, contradict some laws. That's
wihiy it’s called revolution,

MB. BUCKLEY: wel, revolutionary justice
is its own justice, isn'y it}

MR, NEWTON: Yes. Of course, il always
professes to go under some human right or
humane consideration and I think that we
can judge revolutions on the basis of how
much in fact, or chjectively, peaple are dealt
with 0 a fair way and are given more
lteedom. | think that one of my principles is
that contradiction is the ruling principle ol
the universe and phenomena, whether it's
the physical world or the biological wortd or
the social world, have this internal
contradiction that gives motion to things,
that internal strain. Much of the time we
Homo sapiens don’t realize that no matter
what sort of condilions we establish, no
matter what government we establish at 1his
noint, thete also will be that internal
contradfiction that will have to be resolyer
antl resolved in a rational, just way. And, of
coursa, thal is very vague on how 1o deat
with it. Many times we claim actions are
ievolutianary when really they're not, So, |
appreciate your answer and | would agree
with that part of it.

MR. BUCKLEY: Which part?

MR, NEWTON: The part about the only
revolution that is worthwhile or that is a real
revolulion that succeeds would be 2 humane
revolution and that a —

MR, BUCKLEY; Otherwise, it's catled an

RIR, NEVWTON: flost of us think — wee've
been taught, we've baan programmed by our
schools and our universities 1o think in
categoties. This is very much diflerent than
thinking dialectically where many, many
things are in play at the same time. We think
that education means fornal education,
perbaps, or maybe it means politicat
education. You must define what you do
mean.

When 1 say education | maan a lifting
of e consciousness of the people to whnre
external stimuli will bombard 1the human
organism and then, from that process, you
begin to have some sort of awareness of
what's going on, 1 agree with Sigmund IMNreud
that that’s the first step then in controlling,
you knows, whal's wrong with you, the social
forces. You have to know what you're
dealing with to start,

So, when | say education | mean it in
the broadest sense of the word. Technical
education — We're living in a very technicat
woild, now, thanks to the West, il you want
to say thank you. 1 think that it is a
contribution to humanity, | don't like how
they arrived at it. ) accuse them of trespass
de banis asportatis. They took away other
people’s goads and they dominated them as
their very own. That wealth snowlalled and
certain people were able to inherit without
even working at all, such as my [riend here,
and they protect that interest of the right of
inheritance, you sce. So | say education — be
conscious and knave as much as you possibily
can so that we can start dealing wilh these
impoverished piles we call societies now,

MR, BUCKLEY: For the record, while you
vere relaxing in jail, | was working, Mr,
Sinkin.

[laughter}

MR, NEWTON: Maybe you call ~orking
hunning your miguth {langhter) on these TV
programs. | mean, | don’t sce any calluses on
your hands,

MR, BUCKLEY: | was writing al) the books
you haven't read, Ir. Sinkin.

MR, NEWTON: b5 that right?
MR, SINKIN: I'd Jike to go back ta your —

PR, NEWTON: From what | understand
ahout the books, it didn’t take too much
time to da that. They'ie very anrch like your
corwersatien here (laughter). And I'm only

joking with you because | 1eally  anjoy
{faughter}... Mo, no, uuly, | find YOou very
enlertaining and 1 like the hot kind ul
drbate where wie bave to struggle to get the
say, you know. So I'm sorry il ¥ was hard tg
take, Lut you've proven yowsell to Le the
yentlenan that everyone says you are, in
spite af all the other criticisms.

{Yaughter)

MR, BUCKLEY: 8r. Sinkin, | think we have
just a second.

MR. SINKIN: Going back to the idea of
community control, recognizing that we
haven't succeeded to date in the ideal ol
inteqration in our community and 1hat
community control would be one way of
almost recognizing reality, what happens to
the lact that community control means that
people In the inner city, for example,
control a decaying, dying city?

MR, NEWTON: But, see, that troubles me.
You're still thinking, and it makes me sc
mad because you're still thinking —

FR. BUCKLEY: 1'm afraid you're going to
have to answer this alter the program is gver.
Thank you, very much, Mr. Newton; thank
you very much, ladies and gentlemen,

fMR. NEWTON: Biing that up agativ, \n
were taught to think in the wiang way.
When | say community control — :



MR NEWTON: | say that he can refer to it
any way he likes,

MR, BUCKLEY: He did.
(laughtet)

AR NEWTON: And | say that il we want to
apreciate his —

R, BUCKLEY: He wasn't an imperialist,
was he?

MR, NEWTON: 1 ospy if we want to
appreciale  his delinition, fine. Y'm not
attempting o stipulate a new definition.
Thete are authosities that t could cite that
would call a revolution a very special thing.
One authority wauld be the
whaolar-philosopher, Chairman Mao
Tse-wung. He would only call the people’s
movement and the overthrow of the
authority by the proletariat a revolution, but
I wouldn’t support Chairman Mao against
you in saying that that is the only definition.
Unfortunately, with the Engtish language,
especially with the American language —
that's a little different from the English
language — that’s a pretty vague thing and
you have so many lexical definitions that
directly contradict each other. | don’t think
that we should belabor our audience talking
ahout who has the authority to Jefine a
narticutar phenomenon,

MA. BUCKLEY: Well, not unfess wve want
to.

(taughter}

1R, NEWTON: Do we want (07 H you want
to, then | want to. Let thy will be done.

MR, BUCKLEY: As you no doulst know,
the use of the word “people,” the use ol the
tertn “papular support,” is tlone  hy
Chaitman Mao, as you relerred 1o him in
your  beook, with  some  sense  of
proprietarship: that is to say, he's always
talking about rhe people desiring this, that
and the other, The people are, in fact, never

consulted about anything. They have never .

been consulted by Chairman Mao about any
of his requlations or about his foreign policy.

WiR, NEWTON: | difler with you, | think
that 100 much of the time, because of our
cultural differences, we only, again, consider
being consulted within the scope of what we
feel, subjeclively, being consulted is alf

abeur. For instance, in China as well a2 i

Latiy Amcrica people say, "'Well, ther:'s no

demmocracy, say, in Cuba  because theie'™
(2]

no —

MR, BUCKLEY: Democracy?

MR, NEWTON: * = putting the baltot in thee
box. Sa the prople are not consultacd.””
on the other hand, Fidet Castro says that thwe
people are cansulted even in a more sevaore
waty, that the authorities are put to the ol
test, and whether | suppart that proceuun:
or not is not the poeint, The acid test is that
lor 2 tang time the people can be fooled, Init
they can’t be looled and misused all of thn
time and the test would e the domn ol
your authority through arnmed revolution.,
Thar is the way that they're consulted in 1he
final analysis. | think that —

MA. BUCKLEY: 1 don"t know whal you'ie
talking about and | think you don’t either.

i, NEWTON: Well, you can only speak Tor
yourself 'm —

MA. BUCKLEY; That's why 1 say *'I think.”
That's why 1 say "1 think.”

{1aughter)

MR, NEWTON: | szy that I'm perfecily
equipped 1o — 'l be clearer then, okay?

t1R. BUCKLEY: Yes, You were going tu
explain wherein Castro is democratic.

M. NEWTON: No, o, I'm going Lo explain
a principle and the principle is how people
are consulted in a democratic society. U
saying that the Westerners have a particular
definition gl people voting, a particuli
definition of what dernocracy is alout, aned |
can appreciale that definition. In otlm
words, it doesn’t maller whether | ancept it
or nat lor now, but here in the West we teel
that the only time the people are given
democratic rights to have a say-so is when
they pul the ballot in the bax and they vote
tor a parlicular person —

iR, BUCKLEY: No, not necessarily.

KR, NEWTON: — within 2 partiadar
framevmork,

iR, BUCKLEY: No, the answer is: Noi
necessarily.

general condition in China.

So the ethnic minorities | observed
control their whole thing and they have a
right to have arepresentative on the Chinese
Communist party. They bave the seat
walting; they choose who wall go. And! at the
same time they have their principle, He tatks
about an organized opposition. 1t's e,
You cannot in China vote to ofganize an
opposition to reinstate private ownership,
any more than you can herg organire an
opposition to take away private owneeship
in this country, So, it's what do you choaose?

I happen ta choose the way they go about ir,
all right?

MR. BUCKLEY: Thank you, Mr. Sinkin, for
listing a lucid reply to the problems ol the
inner city. Mrs. Holland.

{laughter)

MA. NEWTON: Did ) get too theoretical
agaln?

MR, BUCKLEY: Oh, no, hh. Sinkin will
explain it to us later, He understands
everything,

MR, NEWTON: Well, before this, | would
say that inner cities or the cities of this
country could be organized like that.

MA. SINKIN: You're saying community
control.

MA. NEWTON: Community control but, at
the same time, it’s not like black contral and

-no white could come in or no Chinese could

come in. | say you have democracy in the
inner city, but the administration should
reflect the population of the people there,
and it wil? if it's --

MR. BUCKLEY: And no capitalists like Lin
Piac. Mrs. Holland.

MRS, HOLLAND: In reading through Mr. —

MAR. NEWTON: You say Lin Piao is 2
canitalist?

MR, BUCKLEY: No, no, 1 was teating you.
{laughter)

MR, NEWTON: Oh, | see, ! thought that
mayhe we could discuss that in private, but |
wouldn’t say anythipg in public [laughter).
! have my criticism of Lin Piao.

12

tAR. BUCKLEY: Al right, but let's hea
from {rs, Holland firse, shall ve?

MRS, HOLLAND: Okay, Ms, Newton, in
reacling through most of the earlier Panthey
material, religion was not emphatized, or
de-emphasized.,

MR, NEWTON: Yes.

MRS, HOLLAND: Have you and the
memhbars of your party relhought atrout the
refevance of religion in the culture of hlack
people in Ameriea?

MR, NEWTON: | think with any peaople
religion is alinost a necessary thing that we
would engage in, | mysell am a very ieligious
prerson, | have my delinitlons of what
reHgion is about and | think when you speak
of religion you're talking about God and so
forth, As | anmalyze religion, | find that we
always talk about the same God and that is
always the person or thing in nalure that we
do not know, that we do not understand,
that we do not control, yet, somehow it
affects us, :

So, In Webster's Dictionary they say
that this also can be defined as ignorance,
you see. You don’t know God, but there’s
something out there. You didn’t create
yoursell. You must be created, | find to telt
a person, "Don’t believe in God.” is alto to
tell him, “Pretend that you know
everything, all of the answers.” So, no
matier what religion, whether it's Judaism,
Christianity or Islam, God is always that
thing, the unknown, they say the
unknowalte, and | say that it's the same as
ignorance. It's ignorance when you don’t
know it and it's wisdom when you do.

My father has been a minister ever
since | can remember and he used always 10
tell me, you know, that the church is in the
lreart of men and God grows within. So as
~v eliminate our ignorance and our god
stops being fgnotance and becomes wisdam,
then He grows within and then we'll really
know who God is and we'll see that we walk
~ith Him, that we talk with Him. We'll find
ourselves and  we'll know that our pipe has
keen in our mouth all the time, We'll know
really who we are and we'll know wha God
is and we'll find that He is the all, really.
That is 2 nonsense term now. Man only
knows events inbetween the beginning and
the end, Most of those are words that maybe
Mr. Buckley can define, bot | can’t. We
know there’s something outside of events
that we don’t understand. We're a very



motley crew, really, at this time in our
evolulion.

MR. BUCKLEY: Mr. Mounce.

MR. MOUNCE: | have a question for you,
Nr, Buckley, Much of the emphasis of my
research, perhaps ol the concerns of the
students here today, has been on icoking at
the Panthers in the past two or three years
and seeing a great deal of metamorphosis
that has taken place, Probably we still have
many more questions lfor Mr, Newton about
where the Panthers stand now compared
with Lhe past, but | would like 10 ask you if
you have undergone a metamorphosis in
your own appraisal, Some of your earlier
staternents about the Panthers were rather
strong and | was curious about your present
appraisal.

A, BUCKLEY: My judgment, as publicly
made, of the Panther movement was based
on an examination of its own literature. |
read the Panther paper and described its
contents and its publications. | think it's
probably true that whoever edited it was
rather hypervirulent and that it's probably
true that a lot of people who were in the
party themselves were a little bit taken
ahack by it. The saner element appears to
have prevaited, but | don’t think it's a
historical exaggeration to say that the Black
Panthes party, to the extent that one could
infer its thoughts from its decfarations, was
based on the need to despise the white race.

#R. MOUNCE: Could | suggest an example?

MR. BUCKLEY: Sure.

MR. MOUNCE: In one — | believe it was
Look or it could have been National Review
— artide, you disagreed very strongly with
Dick Gregory, who had indicated that the
militant stance and symbolism and rhetoric
lunctionally could actually displace violence,
if you see what | mean, Perhaps, could you
accept that as a phenomenon of a positive
good that the Panthers have contributed?

MR, BUCKLEY: Yes. Yes, 1 could.
Unfartunately, as much could be said of the
Ku Klux Klan, Dick Gregory gave a concrete
example — you may not remember — about
2 black woman who felt intimidated — this
was about two or three years ago — and she
called the Black Panther headquarters there
and they sent someone to look out for her,
and he was armed. On the hasis of the

assurance that she got from his presence, she
did calm down and recovered her stability
and there is no guestion that people can
perform that kind of function, armed in that
kind ol a way, and 1 have no doubt that here
and these the Black Panthers did.

MR. NEWTON: 'would like to say this,
and U'm sorry of | interrupt.

MR. BUCKLEY: Sure.

MR, NEWTON: When people egquate the
Black Panther party with such people as the
Klu Klux Klan or White Citizens Council, |
get sort of upset. | agree that | would like to
see a world — and we agree on more points
than we probably have time to reatize now. |
would hope that dialogue,diatectical struggle,
& struggle just through the words would
probably be the next advance thalt man will
come through and put the ciub dovm. But |
think that there are certain objective kincds
of difficulties ol reaching that point
immediately,

I think that things Just don’t happen,
you start. But as long as there's a special
economic interest that one has Lo support,
an authority that one has to support, then
one creates a rhetoric In order to sell that to
a group, to an army, to henchmen. | think
this kind of dialogue will be inflammatory
and cause much violence and so forth. | will
even point out the history of the Black
Panthers. | think the thetoric ran amuck
with the leadesship and the influcence of
Eldridge Cleaver and it caused many
murders. It laid the foundation so that even
the black community could say, “"Oh, those
bad guys out there. You see they only want
violence and robberies and so forth.” This
kind of rhetorle, | think, can promote
physical conflict so that dialogue itseit
carries no sort of virlue unfess it's pointed
into a direction in order to resolve a
problem, you see.

-MR. MOUNCE: What about the role today

of the Panthers? You indicate, for example,
in To Die For The Peaple that one of the
first priorities is education, but you don't
actually define that. Do you mean political
education, use of the media, or do you mean
formal education? For example, would you
have advice for the black students here
today?

nsurrection or mutiny,
MA. NEWTOM: Yes, or rebellion or riof.

MR, BUCKLEY: Yes. As | understand it, the
generally accepted test of the integrity of a
revolution is whether it is established, the
jevolution having taken place, that the
people truly supported it

MR, NEWTON: A revolution cannot really
succeed without the pecple's support.

fMR. BUCKLEY: Oh, sure it can. Oh, sure.
It’s casy.

MR, NEWTON: Well, changes n authority
can be successiul, but ¥ think 1hat we would
have to have a functional delinition. We
would have ta stipulate what we mean by
revolution,

MR, BUCKLEY : Well, there are revolutions,
roughly speaking, every two or three months
in Latin America without the peopte getting
invoived at all,

MR. NEWTON: Wetl, | would probably call
it by — I think it’s just the words. | would
cail it a coup d'érat.

HWR. BUCKLEY: That's revolution,

MR, NEWTON: Well, 1 say that by way of
delinition. | would reject your definition,
but if you want to call a coup d'élat a
revolution, then 1 can function with you —

tAR. BUCKLEY: Andil you want to call a
popular revolution a popular revolution,
please call it a popular revolution,

MR, NEWTON: Well, then 1 would say thit
a revolution would have 1o be popular —

MR. BUCKLEY: Why?

MR. NEWTON: — or else | wouldn't label it
as a revolution. So really ve're just dealing
in semantics of what a revolution is made up
of in fact. And | say that we won't have 1o
belabor that. 11 you would like to call any
relellinn  that  establishes new  authutity
revolution, then 1 can entertain it Lecause,
you know, iU's just a word anyway. But
changes in governments and changes in the
iclationship of people and authority and
institutions — | say they take many forms
and | like to distinguish, you know.

R BUCKLEY: Sure. Vhat would you call
the thing that ousted King Faruk?

SR NEWTON: | wouldn't call it a
revolution.

MRB. BUCKLEY: Even though an entirely
new order was brought in

LR, NEWTON: Yes, but with coup d'états,
1's common that an entirely new order will
t:e brought n.

tR. BUCKLEY: Mo, not necessarily.
MR, NEWTON: | say it's possitde.

#MR. BUCKLEY: Sometimes a coup déiat
takes away one colanel and puts in another
colonel.

MR, NEWTON: Sometimes, but there are
other times that a coup d'état could
establish an entirely different relationship
between the institutions and the people ina
particular place.

MR. BUCKLEY: In which case it's
revolutionary.

MA. NEWTOMN: 1 say that | can lunction
waith that definition if you insist that's the
anly one, but to e the true meaning of
revolution carries a special connotation.
And, aof course, thete’'s only the nice,
sibjective kind of feelings about it. But |
have to distinguish between changes of
power — just for my own way al thinking,
establish calling one a llower and thewother a
skunk. Bul 1 wouldn't argue the absolute
kind of definition to, you know, the.
conditions that I'm tafking about.

YR, BUCKLEY: | grant that you have
considerable arthority in your movement.
I'm not sure that you have an authorily to
impose your own terminology.

MR. NEWTON: Well, | argue that your
definition is not necessarily a lexical
detinition. 1 already granted you if you want
w  stipulate that as the definiticn of
revolution, 1'll entertain it, but —

MR, BUCKLEY: Riaybe this is the occasion
ta say about the historian Macaulay that he
shouldn’t have referred to the Glorious
flevolution of 1688 because it didn't fit
your standard. But mrcamwhile he wrote 13
volumes  on the subject and called i1 a
revolution.



society, you're not allowed to orcanize an
oppositien against the authority, through
armed resistance, with the intent to
overthrow the government,

MRB. BUCKLEY: That's right.
MR, NEWTON: So therelore —

MR. BUCKLEY: We call that rebellion,
insurrection.

MR. NEWTON: By law, but you've already
agreed that if you were alive in 1776 you
probably would have chosen Washington and
this definitely would have been against the
law. So, I'm saying that when we telk about
organizing oppositicn no gavernment in this
world that | know about has the autlacity, at
this point in human beings’ limiled freedom,
to organize an opposition against the
authority any way he lkes, but you have
certain —

MR, BUCKLEY: I don't understand you. If
you want to organize an opposition in the
United States, short of killing people, as )
understand It —

MR. NEWTON: Hold it right there — “'short
of killing people.” Why do you say that?

MR. BUCKLEY: Well, because those are the
rules,

MR, NEWTON: Those are the rules.

MR, BUCKLEY: Yes.

MR. NEWTON: This is just what I'm saying.
So, therefore, you have lo operate on a
limited scope, limited to same paint.

fAR. BUCKLEY: That's right. The rules of
democracy are that the art of persnasion has
to be practiced short of assassinaticn,

MR, NEWTON: No, no, 1 understand Lhat,
but | want to be clear to you. It's also the
same principle operating in Sccialist or
Communist governments.

IR, BUCKLEY: How? Give me an example,
MA. NEWTON: You're allowed —

MR. BUCKLEY: VWhere?

MR, NEWTON: Well, let's choose, lor an
example —

MR. BUCKLEY: Crechoslovakia. How
about Czechoslovakia?

MR, NEWTON: Let's use the People’s
Republic of China.

MR, BUCKLEY: All right. What are you
allowed to do?

MR, NEWTON: You're allowed to organize
opposition —

MR, BUCKLEY: No, you're not.
MR. NEWTON: — against —
MR, BUCKLEY: No, you're not.

MR, NEWTON: Well, ve disagree io fact
now and that's a real contradiction.

MR. BUCKLEY: Tell me one authority on
China who says you can, Name one.

MRA. NEWTON: Well, we could start with —
MR. BUCKLEY: Start with anybady.
MR, NEWTON: Start with Chou En-lat,

MR. BUCKLEY: When did he say you could
organize an opposition?

MR. NEWTON: Oh, I'll tell you when. When
I spoke to him in the People's Republic of
Chira. | had about six hours’ private talk
with him and | had many hours of talk with
responsible  members of the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist party.
1 was very shocked because | suddenly
reatized ~ and | was sort of ashamed, too —
that 1 was brainwashed by Western thought,
Before | wient, | would have lied to you and
said, "Oh, you have freedom of speech in
China,” you know, because 1 believed deep
down that they were moving toward. not
what —

MR, BUCKLEY: How can you organize
opposition without freedom of speech?

MR, NEWTON: Let me finish, If you
interrupt before | finish the idea, then we'll
talk azbout contrary things and we won't
have the contradiction that we're atlempting
to have anyway. | say that as | sat there this

e s e et by eceuge Gledson g
tepresenlative of a small or large party or
Taction. Bust the peaple in all of the citins in
this country can't ever lind any small cult,
party or anything. He has ather imps who
will, as soon as the nevs ieporter comes aid
ruts the camera up, start 1alking, Then was
crealed what | call a media organization, It's
a little dillerent 1thao a paper arganization,

Lut we're in a push-button world now,
Righ1t?

MR, BUCKLEY: Wecll, now, given your
orgamizing  talent  and  your superior
thearetical position, why is il that you don’t
have more —

MR. NEWTON: You llatter me saying
that —

MR, BUCKLEY: I'm accepting your
delinition of yoursetl.

M2, NEWTON: Wel, no, 1 say 1 like to
think ol myself as somewhat of an
organizer —

MR. BUCKLEY: Yes,

BIR. NEWTON: — with some expertise, But
I'm not very good, really, 1t | vwere good,
then Ammerica would be changed tomnriow,
or yeslerdday; but we're still struqgling on
precinct levels, making many turns and
NRNY Mmancuvers to gain -

MR, BUCKLEY: 1 know that you'rc
struggling. but what I'm anxious 1o know
is —

MR, NEWTON: Then | couldn’t be Lhat
good, then, because —

MR. BUCKLEY: Well, not necessarily, After
all —

MR, NEWTON: I'm saying. on objective
evidence, that not too many ol the chaies
that | desire have been matdle as rapidly as |
desire, Lot evorything is in a constant state
uf transformation. Amierica has cmtainly
changed, Blacks™ status in the country is
tifleremt than it was in 1619, 1 woult) have
to acknowladge that. 1 would have 10
acknowledge contributors te the nrople's
struggle, such as Martin Luther King; |
waould have to acknowledge John Brown,
Denrmatk  Vesey, or Nat “the Prophel”
Tumer, | would Irave to acknowdedge propie
who have contributed to the change in

10

apet e

MR, BUCKLEY: wWell, who said you
shouldn’t? 1 don’t know vwdat you're up 10
right nowy with this litany,

MR, HEWTON: Mo, I'm only up to this.
MR, BUCKLEY: I’m not saying —

MR, NEWTON: I'm only up to this. I'm
saying that we all play a part in atinmpling
1o change things so that we will not have the
physical clash that causes, inevitably, drath
ol men, | myself reject violence. 1 would like
10 swce a world vdiere there’s no need for it
and it no longer will have to exist —

R, BUCKLEY: Mo, no, no — yes, yes.

MR. NEWTOMN: - because | think the death
ol any man diminishes all of us because
se're imvolved with humanity, Now, | say
that while doing this the reason that we are
so bullheaded and so many armies clash in
the night is because we don't have the
concept of, as Nietzsche says, that “'other
show” You know, “[ tove the gicat
expanses for there my greater doors; Eros
longing for 1he other shore,”’

| would like to admit to you that 1
thonr’t have the answer to even a start to
resolve the contradictions in this country so
that we can have that new order, but | do
have a clesire, a desperate desire, 10 reach the
other shore and | think that each day, each
minute, whether we know it or not, the
world is arriving 2t some other level, some
other relatiomhip between ople. 1 just
vtk lor the hopelut goal that this new tavel
ol relationship betvween men will he as
desirable as possible, | hope it will be a new
relationship between ahl of us, whether you
define  yoursell  philosoplrically  as  a
corservative,  as  a progressive, a5 a
reactionaty, or a revolutionist. But-] think
ol these labels really clutter opur
ronversation and make it possible for meng,
peak all this gibberish you're talking about.
But it's lrustrating, right?

R, BUCKLEY: Mr. Sinkin, brom. Trinily
College.

MR, SINKIN: Yas, well, 1've enjoyed the
rxploration of Mr. Newton's views,

IR, NEWTON: You kunow, |always accuse
mysell of  really  speaking  in a
conglomeration of gqibberish and he's made



me very insecure, Do you think that maybe |
hit on something, you know, ol importance
loyou?

MR, SINKIN: | thought what you said was

quite clear in the concepts you were
exgloring. I'm —

MR, NEWTON: Welt, iv seems that Mr.
Buckley is the only dunce around here, so
far [laughter). I'm only kidding.

MR, SINKIN; But I'm a little mare
interested in getling even more practical
than either of you reached and down to
present social policles in the cities, in the
inner cities, the contlinuing and ever
recurring crisis in the inner city of large
numbers of people seemingly trapped in an
endless cycle of poverty and whether either
of you can suggest and agree upon — which |
think would be remarkable — a social policy
for the inner city which would lead to the
reduction of 1tensions, the new levels of
commupications, and —

MR. NEWTON: | have some ideas. Would
you like to speak lirst?

MR. BUCKLEY:Oh, no, no, no, you go right
ahead.

(laughter)

MR. NEWTON: Well, lirst, | would like to
make this very clear, so that Mr, Buckley
and mysell won't go olf on another tangent.
| saw crystal clear how we could start to
reduce the kind of conilicts that we have in
this country. | saw an example ol it in
China. Now, this is not China. It's a whole
other cubture, Their history is different so,
therefore, their ftransformation will he
different. Things will take a different shape.

But what | saw was this. When I went
there | was very unenlight¢ned. | thought
that | knew something about China, but |
thought that, like it’s said so often, China
would be a homogenecus kind of racial,
ethnic lerritory. But then | found out that
50 percent of the Chinese territory is
occupied by 54 percent of the people who
are national minorities, they call them. They
have 10 — they call it the top 10 statistically
— large ethnic minorities. They speak a
different language, look much diffesent, eat
different food, yet, no conflict. And |
observed one thing: Each region, like we call
cities, now we say community control, is
absolutely controlled by  those  ethnic

minority people, yet, they are still Chinese.

Now, suppose another ethnic person is
living, say, in the Wigway territory. Supjrose
a Hun is living there, if | say that correctly
they’re the majority group there in China.
Then ask, “Well, what happens? How is he
treated? Can he hold office in your city or
your regional administration?” They say,
“Yes, il he's voted in."" But we feel that the
people there have a tight, they know more
about the culiure and the needs and haw to
implement the institutions than we do and —
Pardon me?

MR, BUCKLEY: Would that include tle
Tibetans?

MR. NEWTON: Yes,
MR, BUCKLEY: No.

MR. NEWTON: Hold, now. There was a big
conllict for so long —

MR, BUCKLEY: Yes, they call it genocide.

MR. NEWTON: Oh, all right, then, And, of
course, if you talk about genocide, il the
Chinese have done wrong, they're in a bareel
with the rest of us — with England as well as
America in their genocide against blacks,
with the whole —

MR. BUCKLEY: What do you call the
Cuftural Revolution?

MR, NEWTON: — Western world that
crucified over 50 mitlion blacks —

MR. BUCKLEY: What do you call the
Cultural Revolution?

MR, NEWTON: — alone, that America tock
part In. So, you could call It genocide, you
know. When we put titles on things, you
know, | even go "Ahl” So I'm not even
talking about whether | agree with the way
they handled this particular ethnic minority.
1f 1 start to do this, | will get into —

MR, BUCKLEY: But you've just been
contradicting yourself.

MR. NEWTON: Hold, hold. I’'m saying that |
disagree with him. | say they do administer
their region at this point. As to how they
were treated sometime past, we would have
10 argue just factual information, I'm not
willing to do that. I'm talking about 2

R, NEWTON: Okay, well, let me finish iny
proposition,

MR, BUCKLEY: Wait a minute, no. I'm on
this pregram — no, no. Not until —

{laughter}

MR, NEWTON: | insist. I'm your guest
[laughter} and | heard that you're a
charming man —

MR, BUCKLEY: That's right, and i'm the
host.

llaughter)

MR, NEWTON: — and that you're polite. |
don’t have — Hold on, wait just a minute.

MRA. BUCKLEY: It isn't merely a matter of
voting, It's a matter of expressing yourself,

MR. NEWTON: Just one minute. 1 don’t
have to be polite and charming because it's
nol my program {iaughter), ¥You owe tne a
special privilege. What 1'm saying is that
sometimes people are heard and people
participate with their say-so, and it could be
called democracy because it's a question of
who defines democracy.

Now much of the time, if you're not
allowed to vote by putting the ballot into
the box and choosing an administration or a
person, if this does not take place, then in
the West we're inclined to say there’s no
democracy, I'm saying this is not necessarily
true if democracy will be defined as all of
the people getting a fair share and a fair deal
of whatever wealth is there and some controt
over their administrators,

MNow, in armed revolution the people
are casting the ballots, certainly, And this is
the acld test that some say, ‘“Well, there’s no
need for them 10 deal in Lbourgeols
democracy because even in the West they
say democracy, but you can‘t vote out
private property.” You can only vote within
the scope of the definition of the
institutions of the pecple in autheority who
control them.

MR, BUCKLEY: All right, now, hold it.
MR, NEWTON: In some other countries —
Wait, holdit.Insome other countries — I'll

let you talk in one minute, honest,

MA, BUCKLEY: All right, go ahead.

MR, NEWTON: In some other countiivs,
they say, "No, the people will decide what
happens and they are not 1elegated o Lowund
by any delinition, by the interests of tha
authority it it happens to be bourgeois
authority,” and | mean owners and those
who contiol most ol the wealth, | would
have lo appreciate it — [f they call 1hat the
flower, | would say flower alsc. Now,
whether we choose that procedure or not
would have to be considered by our own
subjective kind of desire. ¥ will agree that
vith human akfairs most of the time we catl
our subjective desires objective. | try not to
do that and this is why | try to bhe very
hionest in debates and just good discussiorrs.

MB.BUCKLEY: Okay?

MR, NEWTON: Yes, thank you. You are
charming and you’re very polite,

SR BUCKLEY: And very sitent.
llaughter)

MR, NEWTON: Yes.

KMR. BUCKLEY: The right of the individual
to define for hiinseli extends to the exlent
of his capacity to communicate. George
Orwell wrole a very famous baok based on
Big Brother's attempt so to rob words of
their meanings  that war became peace and
justice became oppression and so on. Now,
democracy consists not only in being
permitted to vole, but in being permitted to
organize an aogposition —

MR. NEWTON: Yes,

MA. BUCKLEY: — so as to discover whether
pecple aie latently on your side, There isno
practice of democracy, as commonly
understoed, in Cuba. The assumption that
an  organization is  democratic becauss
otherwise the leader would be overthrown is
naive.

MR, NEWTON: There's one fallacy. In what
| think that you would consider democracy,
your can enly organize an opposition within
the scope as defined by the authorilies who
have control in the first place, and this is
true in the socialist sccieties as well as in the
capitalist socicties.

!AR. BUCKLEY; Give ine an example. Give
me an example,

MR NEWTON: An exarnple is this: In this
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M. NEWTON: Thank you. VWli, sometimes
| do spinak in 2 conglomeration of gibberish.
I"in nat very schooled in the lechnigque that
you have here, but | am schooled in honesty
and —

IR, BUCKLEY: Why don't we not talk

about your limitations or my limitations and
just simpty —

LR, NEWTON: VWell, you hrought them up
tlaughter). } was going to spare you and not
tell you that sometimes you lose your shirt
and your suit -

Haughter)

MR BUCKLEY: Yes.

MR, NEWTON: — bul you do that, I don't

think you do it too often, and 1'm glad you
found it.

fMR. BUCKLEY: Okay, okay. Let's see if we
can isolatle one paint,

MR. NEWTON: Arent we having fun,
though?

MR, BUCKLEY: It went as [ollows, 1'IY
recapitulate.

MR, NEWTON: VYou're nct getting
frustrated, are you?

MR. BUCKLEY: Nog, no, no.
MR. NEWTON: I like 1alking 10 you.

MR. BUCKLEY: I'm glad you do. You're
manifesting it.  {ldughter) We're trying to
isolate the queslion whether there is a right
1o organize opposition within China, You
said, aler all —

MR, NEWTON: No, no, that's not what |
meant.

MR, BUCKLEY: | said, “Who agrees with -

you that there is?” You said, "Chou En-lai.*’
You then proceeded to tell me what Chou
Enlai said 'o you in a way that didnt
actually communicate anything.

MR. NEWTON: | coull tell ynu other naines
— Convade Wigway, Comrade Tong,

Leprinaele Lo, agn g .
clifference. | nametl a person that you
probably are familiar with. They say 1hal
you are well-read and you‘re conscious ol
world events, so | only named one of lw
nflicials in China so that you could identify
hitm, | don’t know how many offlicials you
know and certainly you dom't know
the people. | doubt if you've been to the
villages, 1he countryside of China. Or have
you? | think | heard that you did go.

MAR. BUCKLEY! Are you —
MR, NEWTON: Did you go?

MR. BUCKLEY: Are you aware ol the
message that Chou Enai —

WR. NEWTON: Have you been 1o China?

MR, BUCKLEY: Yes, | have. Are you &vare

ol the message that Chou En-ai sent to
Allende? Are you? ‘

MR. NEWTON: Did you go with —
IMR. BUCKLEY: Are you? Are you?
MR, NEWTON: Pardon me?

MR. BUCKLEY; Are you aware?
MR. NEWTON: Yes, | saw the letter.

MRA. BUCKLEY: Yes, and you iemember
that he said he does not believe that
Marxism can be ushered in via parliamentary
democracy. In other words, Chou En-lai in
that particular statement said that he docs
not believe in the right to organize an
apposition, that it is contrary lo the
dialectic of Marxism. But, actually, this —

MR. NEWTON: Hold it just one minute. |
would like to make this clear for the
audience and lor yourself. 1 don't know
about Chou En-lai but one thing I’'m not ~
I'm not a Marxist. I'm not a Marxist. [ think
that the whole concept of what Marx Iried
to lay dowm as a scholar, a historian, a
philosopher, was distorted and people
became priests of Marx and of other people.
1 think that Marx was a scientist and he tried
o poinl oot a very vast method of analyzing
phenomena, NIt was  called  dialectical
materialism. You can’t usher in dialectical
materialism because that's the whole oider
and process that the universe goes through,

In other words, | explained one of the

pineiptes is thal condnadicrion is e olow
principle of thre universe. 11 gives motion to
matter and contradiction is based upon
internal sirife. lmternal strile inside of any
physical thing seems lo give it the alility to
move and to be transtormed, and socicties or
people or my fellow revolutionarics who
think that you can usher in a socia! order
through any sort ol ideological proctamation
are very waong. The society itself strains to
fight against colonialism, such as Arnerica
did with England, and then alter that you
get a situation with warkers, the unions, in
which they struggle against the owners of
the factories. Thon you come up with some
other sort of order and it’s much different
than the formnmalities of the kallot. You don't
know where it's reatly going to land unti
you becomne such a scientist, until the people
can harness the forces that are in operation
and set them In a direction that’s most
desirable. So —

MR, BUCKLEY: Why don’t we get a little
bit more concrete, if you don’t mind? Let's
talk aboul the Black Panther movement.
Those wheo want your —

MR, NEWTON: | tike to argue theory with
you probably better than factual things,

MR. BUCKLEY: Well, yes, but 'm a little
bit more interested in factual things.

MR, NEWTON: 1 thought you wete a
theoretician,

MR. BUCKLEY: People who want your
corrections on Marx can read your book.

MA. NEWTON: | haven't seen any of your
programs and I'm scrry you jead my book
and U'm embarrassed 1 haven't ever read
anylhing that you've done, so you probably
know more about me than 1 know about
you as a person, but | was inclined to believe
that you somewhat —

MR, BUCKLEY: No, | said factual, nol
personal things. 1 don’t want 10 talk about
personal things,

MR. NEWTON: 1 mean, | was inclined to
believe that you were a thinker, somewhat
of a xcholar and a theoretician, but I'm
usually wrong abaout {laughter) those things.

MR. BUCKLEY: I'm also a yachismaon,
which doesn’t mean that we're hore to
discuss boats.

sl REWTONE | odon U kv ang tong
aboul the lacts of boats,

{1aughter}
MR, BUCKLEY: Qkay, o0 let’s talk ahout —

MR, NEWTON; Like. 1 couldn’t talk 10 you
about that but | know something about
theory, about political and philosophical
theory.

MR, BUCKLEY: Okay, let’s tatk about your
practical knowledge. Why did you feel it
necessary to expel Eldridge Cleaver?

MR, NEWTON: Of course, first, he feft the
party. We thought that it was a good time
for him to leave because in organizations,
partles, and companies, you know, you got
very bright, articulate peopte and they have
great influernce upon others and peonle are
impressed. 1've learned not to follow my
first impression as | used to when | was
younger, but when you get a person in vho
is articulate, bright, eloquent and also very
hurt because of a depression that he's gone
through and which has driven him somewhat
sick, too sick to be in that position, he can
with great influence lead the whole
administration, the whole organization,
dovmn the drain, and so as —

MR. BUCKLEY: By doing what? What was
it that led you dovay the drain?

MR, NEWTON: Well, when the parly started
in Qclober of 1966, in Oakland, we had the
occasion, as a strategy, to arm oursslves in a
police alert patro! wheve we would {oHow
the police. We were very careful to lollow
cily ordinances about gun regulations and
state law and constitutional rights, hut wn
realized it wasn’t a principle of revolution ot
a principle of the party that you pick up lhe
gun now, and the gun was the only thing
that delined revolution. So it was a strateay
that was mistook,

Afier | went Lo prison, with Eldridge’s
influence, the gun was not only the symbel
of revolution, it was a revolution. So, the
thetoric then did not point 1o our programs
where we allempted to organize the
communities, the black community in
particular, so that we could create what was
destroyed tlwough our slavery o many years
ago  — the comprehensive collection of
istilutions that we call community. We
wanted to establish this and we had to treat
the issues that the people were most



caned Al Howe, wfter 1 owent o
piison —

MRA. BUCKLEY: Whereas he was —

MR. NEWTON: — then with his inlluence
and much of the respect that | personally
gave him — so it's my laul? also — 1the media
enjoyed the big sensatianalism of a gun this,
a gun that. So, in many ways we sel
ourselves up for the murder that we received
and the violations we received upon our
persons and the people then were afraid.
They said, ""No, this is not what we want,”
when we were not about that anyway.,

So these are things that we have to live
with. That's cne of the mistakes and one of
the contradictions we have with our
organization, but you have them with any.
You have to be very carelul and not be 100
swayed by just the elogquence of a person,
He should not have ever arrived at that
position which | personally appointed him
to shortly after he had gotten out of Folsom
Prison,

So, | accept Eldridge Cleaver as mainly
my responsibitity. | contributed so much 1o
almost the destruction of our party and so
many fallen comrades who are now in their
graves or in prison. These are things that |
have 10 live with,

MR, BUCKLEY: So your point is that his
emphasis on the need to use arms dainaged
the public image of the Black Pantler party.

MR. NEWTON: And it damaged the
effectiveness in organizing community,
because only the people make a whange — a
change that sometimes | call revolution. All
an organization or party can be is a vehicle
or spark to get popular support and then the
people camry out changes such as they desire.
And your corganization, of course, will be
ineffective if your spark is in the wrong
-direction. I that’s in left field and the wheat
is in right field, then you get no place. But
then you can have a spark in the same ficld
and the spark then will be consumed by the
enthusiasm of the people and the
organization will become less important. So,
we —

MR, BUCKLEY: If Eldridge Cleaver were to
return 1o this country and challenge your
leadership, are you quite confident that you
would win any test of popularity against
him?

MR, NEWTON: Weil, many people consider

me a leader. We probably coua argu abo,
what that mems, whether it means what
most people, cspecrally my briends, think
that it means or the rneaning 1 think that
they entertain,

Now, | reject that. I'm not a leader, |
feel mysell as somewhat of an organizes, as
humble 3s | may be; I've leaned low to
slart to organize people so that they can
protest and they can somehow get what they
want. And, of course, | only indulge with
those people where 1 have a subjective
support for them in the first place. | would
deal with the objective kind of situation to
see what changes can be made, what changes
I see that | could support. because 1here are
some changes that | don’t support and then |
wouldn't call thein revolutionary changes.

That's, again, my subjective definition.
So I'm not a leader; I'm an organizer and
that's the way | work. I'm not a speaker
even, I'm terrified o! cameras, radios, and
large groups, | only pretend that I'm not and

- that’s why 1I'm so belligerent with you and

forceful and aggressive. That's to hide my
lear,

MR, BUCKLEY: So, you think that your
organizing talent would result in 3 victory
over Eldridge Cleaver, not your forensic
talent or your theorelical —

MR, NEWTON: Looking at  this
hypolhetically, il Eldridge Cleaver was able
1o organize the people, then that would be a
stalement where history would denounce me
and justily him or clse bistory would justify
my way of doing things, my influence on the
party. Really, it's the party that really makes
things mave. | am influential. | have a vole
and my vcte is probably worth more
influence than many other comrades. 1 think
that 1 work for that 10 be changed as they
become clearer and get an expertise in
organizing hecause | want to make us all
sironger.

So it woultn't he a fight. Alter |
stretch my imagination, | can’t conceive of a
light between Eldridge and myself for
leadership of anything, In other words, if 1he
party, that particular qroup of people say
that Eldridge Cleaver &s in his rightful place,
then 1 will bow out, | don’t think that
Eldridge will come back but, hypothelically
again, i he were to come back, then 1 think
quickly the media would drop him -
hecause we have an alfectionate name fo)
him. We call him an “M.F."" — media hreak.
The media created, you know, Ihis kind ol
ghost split. They listen to him and then they

Chinese said, "'You know, Coimiade, all staie
administrations are oppressive 1o someone,”
And he started 10 explain. In capital states,
the people who own the capital are a
minotily and they oppress the majority of
the people through exploitation. You Rirows,
you call it rhetorie — I was listening. And he
said In national states that sometimes a
whole nation will oppress the rest of the
world with its national administration,
So there's still a minority oppressing 1he
majority of the world’s people, like the
Hitler regime attermpted to do, and like this
regime allempts to do to a point.

MR. BUCKLEY: 1'm losing the thread. Y ou
started off —

MR, NEWTON: Let me finish.
MR. BUCKLEY: No, wait a minute.

MR. NEWTON: Let mie finish. | haven't

golten to the meat. | insist that | give you
the anecdote,

MR. BUCKLEY: Give me the answer to the

question: How can you demonstrate there is
freedom —

MR, NEWTON: Let’s not do this, all right?
{laughter} What | thought was so shocking
was his last statement, and I’} be very brief
and I'l} talk fast. | sald, “Comrade, you said
all state administrations. What about the
Communist? What about your progressive
socialist s1ate? Is that elso oppressive?”” And
then he said, ‘Yes.,” He said, "While you
have state adminisirations, you expropriate
from the people because if the people in this
country eam, say, $10,00 an hour, we only
give them $B.00. The only difference in us
and the capitalist state is that our
appropriation is different. We don’t have
private ownership so we give that $2.00 we
expropriated from the people back to the
general welfare, and in the capitalist state,
they glve it to themselves, in their pockets.
So, therelore, the people are still not as free
@ we'd like for them to be.” Theysiy we
work for the disselution of the state, we
work for our own disappearance, And when
he said that, | said, “Sedition. He works for
the end of the Communist regime of China.”

| thought that was very honest — fike |
met so much honesty there. | thought that
was a very free statement and that's a
statement that would lcad me 1o believe that
il he's working for e dissolution of the
state, then an opposition could arise to work

tor 1hat witl:ering away of territonial horder
fines. When China, as Russia has alieady
done, strays from this philosophy, [ will
stray front my respeet for them As far
the United States and the West is concernnl,
thete are maay demacratic principles that
the people in China probably don't enjoy
according  to  what  you would call
democratic principles. And I say —

MR. BUCKLEY: Hang on a second. Flang on
a second. This is not going to go on as a
monolog. e. So —

MR. NEWTON: All right. All right, \Well.
you're fair, I'll let you 1alk,

MR. BUCKLEY: Yes, it's not geing on as a
monologue.

IR, NEWTON: Fairness begets fairness,
right?

MR. BUCKLEY: !'m attempting to pin
down a paint and 1'm losing track ot it.

MR. NEWTON: You think —

MA. BUCKLEY: It may be that one of the
ditticulties you have as chief spokesman for
the Black Panther party —

MR. NEWTORN: Yes, | have many.

MR. BUCKLEY: - is vyour total
incoherence; that is 1o say, people don’t
understand what you're talking about. 1
don’t understand what you're talking about
and I’'m a very close listener.

MR. NEWTON: You see, | think you're very
limited in your definition of things. Perhaps
you don’t understand, but we do have an
sudience here and we have an audience
throughout the country —

MR. BUCKLEY: That's tight, and you've
had an audience for six years and you have
2,000 members.

MR. NEWTON: — and | think that only
through empirical evidence, the observations
ol experience — I'll let the people judge
whether I’'m incoherent or not.

MA. BUCKLEY: Yes.

MR, NEWTCN: Now whellier  I'n
incohererd or not could be tested right now
Did anyne here uelerstand me? You're
allovwed 10 speak.



