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Bfeak de Chains

With the first cold, metallic sensation, Africans begun to jangle de chains,
rattle de chuins, shake de chains, and to break de chains: the chains of europeen
aggression and oppression. The Black Liberation Army is Africans’ most recent
»ffort to break Jde chains. )

Near the end of the 15th century Portugal began trade negotianons with the
African Kingdems Angola and the Kongo. Before long Africans knew they were
aggressed upon, being tricked. As we had done more than a thousand vears
before with the Assyrians, Persians. Greeks and Romans. we put up a formidable
resistance to protect Black civilization. So began the long and continued modern
resistance to europeen aggression.

The purpose of europeen invasions into Africa during the 15th. 16th. 17th, .

18th, 19th and 20th centuries was 1o colonize African people and to remove
valuable narural resources: gold. diamonds, ivory. oil. timber. And. of course.
LT ' valuable natural resource, living human beings, African gecple. tor
enslavement in other parts of the world.

Everywhere and in every way we Black people resisted the encroachment of
the enemy. We used spears. rocks and captured weapons. Trudging. chained
and barefoot. to waiting coasta! ships. we broke our chains und used them as
weapons against our enemy. We fought and seized slave ships.

We continued to resist after we were landed on alien shores. We furmed
untons with Native Americans. such as the Seminole Nation, and resisted. We

organized. fought and won the Haitian Revolution. We rebelled with Denmuark
Vesey. Nat Turner and Sojourner Truth., We organized and conducted escupes
with Harriet Tubman.,

Back home. on the continent, Tchaka Zulu and the Zulu warriors resisted
the Dutch invasion of South Africa. The Ashanti fought the British in West
Africa: the Ethiopians fought the Italians: and the Mau Mau fought the British
o Faseowrrices Always, continved Black resistance to continued europoen
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In amerikkha resistanve continued for aggression continued. Blacks foinied
the Deacons for Justice to resist southern usa lynchings: there were urban rebel.
lions in the sixties; and the slaves, Ruchell Magee, Willie Christmas, JgI}ulhun
Jackson. znd James McClain rebelled. And every day in our communities we
resisted the pigs” handouffs, chains. _ _

Portugal. in 1973, is stifl in Angols und Africans continue 1o resist. B!ucks
in Mozambique formed “Frelimo.™ the peuple’s liberation army. I}] umerl}ckka.
1970°s oppression continues and resixtancs continues. Africans i amertkhka
the “Black !iberation Army.”

I he Black Liberation Army is in the vanguasd ol the Afncan Liberution strug-.
o'¢ in amerikkka. As the messages in “Break de Chains™ attest. Black re\"o_lu-
tinnaries refuse to co-exist. peacefully. with an amc‘nkkk%n government which
o stematically oppresses and murders Black peaple. The Biuos l, th_:r;nm'n .-\!‘!‘:‘1_\
iv determined that there mwst and wil be 4 Bluch ucidy dedicated o the
phvsical eliminagtion o oppre sio. ) o

De chains must be broken. De “chumed” must support e Black Liberation
Army.

National Committee foi the Defense of
Jo Anne Chesimard and Clark Squire
September. 1973
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From the Bowels of the Beast: A Message

Right On'
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save Sister Assata, It it
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Awareness is essential because it determines your actions. And once you become
properly aware you will act. Aware vou could no more retuse 1o act than to
stand in the middie of a RR track and watch a runaway locomotive bear down
on you. You will act and act in the correct manner because it is a matter of
life and death that you do so. You will either move off that RR track or be
killed. Being *“unaware” is like standing in the middle of that same track blind,
your ears plugged. mouth gagged and your hands and feet bound -but that still
does not stop that train from bearing down on you.

Awareness will also help you understand why revolutionaries move the way
they do. Revolutionaries do not each day wake up in the morning. make their
beds. clean their teeth, etc. Revolutionaries wike up in the middle of the
night as often as the day. they make up new stratagems along with their beds,
clean their guns along with teeth. dress in their disguise for the day and com-
mute to work with guns in their valises. No. not all revolutionaries do this. also
not every day. Many righteous revolutionarnies work regular -3s just as you do:
but what -I'm trying to say is that revolution is not a wer. fixed process.
Revolution is a continuous learning process-learning by doing—of dealing with
new approaches. new methods. new techniques—all with the same purpose:
Liberation!

Every new push is based on all the experience gathered in the past: but it is
still a new push. And sometimes we blow--and this is mostly what you hear
about, not our many successes. But this is also @ problem we revolutionaries
are working on—so you will hear more of our successes. In the meantime when
vou hear the oppressor trying to discredit some revolutionary act, smile. aware
that he lies, been lving, and when you come right down to it he ain’t never told
the truth about nothing.

For if he told you the truth, he would have to tell you that you are being
pimped, yes, pimped. That you are out in the streets making money for him.
His job is to keep you unaware. When you get too old (if you should live that
long) you'll be sent to pasture to starve on social security for he can always find

someone to hustle that dollar for him. If he told vou the truth, he would have
to say he’s been running his game tor SUU yeurst ever sinee he first showed 1
Africa, Asia. Latin America and amerikkka itself with a gun. a bible. a racist deck

of cards and a brand new racist game called monev-capitalism.

Brothers and sisters it would be very naive 10 expect the oppressor 10 tell us
the truth. If he did pandemonium would break out; our grandmothers would
run out in the street and throw bricks: voung brothers would take many. many
heads: blood would flow thru out the land and the oppressor would be no

more —we. all of us. the people would be free.

“But unti that day there will be revolutionaries. Many
to jail and also, the graveyard. And many. many Oppressors will go to the grave-
yard. And everytime the Oppressor announces that he has “broken the backs”
of the Black Liberation Army, of the revolutionaries, we will know that he’s
lving. he's whistling dixie.”” The oppressor is caught in a terrible trick bag, and
For there will be revolutionaries, there will be a Black Lib-
are jails and oppressed Black people.
reating revolutionaries, he’s increasing
s he has “broken the back™ of the
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The jails are the Universities of the Revolutidnaries and the Finishing schools
of the Black Liberation Army. Come, brothers and sisters, meet Assata Shakur.
She is here holding seminars in “*Getting Down,” “Taming the Paper Tiger,” and
“The Selected Works of Zayd Malik Shakur.” So brothers and sisters do not fear
jail. Many of you will go anyway—ignorance will be your crime. Others will
come—awareness their only crime.

In all sincerity, [ think everyone should go to jail at least once. In jail, for
the first time, you will read as you never read before, you will think, write and
discuss ideas with other brothers and sisters about our common oppression both
in the jails and in the streets and what to do about it. You will eat, sleep and
breathe oppression 24 hours a day-and you will meet the oppressor—full
blown and buck naked in his natural surroundings. You will also meet some
very beautiful, bold brothers and sisters that will help you righteously deal
with the oppressor even in his very bowels. And you will become aware! You
will become aware that you have been in jail all your life; that revolutions are
conceived in the jails, then birth, grow and mature in the streets; and last, that
most of our true leaders, most of our true heroes are in jail.

We would really be naive to think that the oppressor will tell us about our
true herces. The ones who stuck heap fierce foot in his ass. knives in his
throat and bust caps in his head ever since he first showed in Africa, all the
way over in the ships, all during slavery, even until today and unto our children
who will continue from one generation to the next until we are all free. No, hel
will not tell us zbout those; he will tell us we had no warriors, no heroes. For
those we will have to turn inward, study our history, ask our mothers, fathers
and our grz-dparents.

Sit down one day and ask your grandpops about the virtual insurrections
that went down after World War 1. Ask him if he ever had a fight with the
oppressor; watch the gleam come into his eyes. He'll take out his tobacco pouch
and stuff his pipe or may go look in that beat up trunk and bring out the bunt-
line special he never showed you. And brother, you can forget about the rest
of the day cause grandpa’s going to rap until your ears fall off.

Ask your pops or moms the same about during and after World War 11. You
will see the same gleam but this time vou know in advance the rest of the day
is shot. And when they finish, they will say, “But we had to do those things.
You young people got it made now, so den't you do it.” They're lying. They
lie because no father wants to see his son shot. No mother wants to see her
daughter raped. It is still going on.

So brothers and sisters what I'm saying is that we have never laid down and
plzved dead for this madness. Only the oppressor will have us think so. Our
faiirers and mothers and their parents’ parents fought every way they knew how
aga.nst oppression and now it is our turn and tomorrow our children and on
and on until we are free.

We can't become aware, brothers and sisters, by reading the ny times, the
wall street journal or the ny daily news. To become aware we must check out
what those newspapers (books, pamphlets) that are opposed to the oppressor
say. I'm talking about you reading Black Revelutionary and Nationalist news-
papers; revolutionary and nationalist press of other Third World communities
around us; and all foreign newspapers that oppose the oppressor and his racist
=ne. So check out the media of the Third World on issues that affect us. No
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The Olugbala Tribe
Black Liberation Army
Babyvlon

January. 1973
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SPRING CAME EARLY THIS YEAR
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e ~
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Historically. funds funneled into
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i arve
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r the Nation of Islam, came mainl

e Black Freedom Fighters cmowsw

_Mow. The money situation is uptight
and white, who have the cash are

! . the money bec

_ : ame m

“h_:o.ﬁ: and VKBEESE people, co%dnw_mom
about to give it up, especially o

revenue had just about been exha

own objective conditio
ns. To paraphrase Ca
rlos Marighela, “‘th
» “'the Urban Guerrilla

€ united states was always

ises armed struggle and concentrates his activity on the physical exterrnination
or the agents of repression and dedicates twenty-four hours a day to expropri-
ation from the people’s exploiters.” The only question oppressed people should
have concerning ripping-off the oppressor’s stashes should be a question of
methodology. .
E I

There are two types of expropriations: one is for the subsistence of the
revolutionary and the other is for the revolutionary struggle. Many people were
quick to criticize comrades who were allegedly busted in the act of sticking up
taverns and social clubs, supposedly frequented by lumpen or working Black
folks. Even though these comrades were moving on well known dope dens,
frequented by notorious Big Time drug pushers and not by ordinary lumpen or
grass roots Blacks, these comrades were still the victims of narrow minded
criticisms. Like everyone appeared to be hurt, because these revolutionaries had
to “stoop to that level.” But these criticisms are irrelevant. unless the critics

can offer an alternative. . . .
Brothers and sisters underground must deal with their personal survival.

A\fost of them are outlaws, and unless they are receiving financial aid. which
usually runs out in a short period of time, they are forced to deal with a Steve
Brody. (The names “Gteve Brody™ and “Humphrey Bogart” are very popular
among stick-up kids. While most people are hip to Bogart, Steve Brody became
famous by placing bets all over the world on his ability to successfully jump off
the Brooklyn Bridge. The meaning of a “Steve Brody” has changed over the
years, and nobody seems to know its exact meaning. But today. 2 Brody
usually denotes an act of desperation with a high degree of risk.) “In fact.” wrote
Marighela, "It is impossible for an urban guerrilla to subsist Or survive without
taking part in the battle of expropriation.” Before the guerrillas can Bogart
Rockefeller’s money, they may have to deal with a Brody. It's a question of
one having to crawl before they can walk. 1t gives the guerrillas, who. in some
cases are only vaguely familiar with one another, the opportunity to get down
together with gun-in-hand. Many brothers and sisters have never stuck a gun in
a pig's face before, and unless they are “stick-up-Kids” who have been politicized.
they may be unfamiliar with the science of expropriations. The Brody has been
the catalyst that has established many revolutionary groups. [t builds trust
among the participants. Everyone is watching one another’s back—under the
gun—and it is a testing ground in preparation for going to get Rockefeller's
money and his life too. That’s a Bogart!
These criticisms of Steve Brodys are very valid; but our critics should lay
on us sume more wisdom. other than what Ray Charles laid on us a few years
ago when he said. “You gotta have something, before you get something--but
how you get the first is still a mystery.” Well it ain’t a mystery anymore. You
get the first by taking it: whether it’s from the exploitive merchants on the
corners: the bank on the next corner; Of the Tom-Mix-looking-Nigger. selling
dope out of the trunk of his eldorado hog. parked on the next corner.
* Kk ok
es and the acts of bandits are indistinet-
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s indulge in rip-offs tor individualistic
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The Urban Guerrillas are just as concerned about exploitation, dope, bad

housing and other problems that our communities are confronted with as the
political warriors are, but it has become necessary to deal with it on a different
level. The exploiters deposit their blood money in the capitalist banks, the
revolutionaries go to the banks and make withdrawals. They will not wait until
another eight year old child O.D.'s before they move on a dope dealer. And
if a baby dies of pneumonia the guerrilla believes the slumlord should receive
the ultimate punishment. It’s an eye for an eye and a tooth fora tooth.

The BLA understands the importance of the Mass Political Movement. We
are not coming from a purely military viewpoint, undermining the importance
of building a strong United Front. But we must go about this in a different
way. The political apparatus will have to deal with the bourgeois nationalist
and the “tribal bureaucrats” in the struggle to build a united front. For us, a
“United Front is Fire Power,” is revolutionary action, and nothing else. More-
over, the mass front cannot survive without fire power. It would be like the
people gaining liberation without a liberation army. .

Who are we? We are students of life; fathers and mothers, brothers, and
sisters, armed poets and lovers. We are workers and the unemployed. The
escapees and parolees from amerikkka’s dungeons who were busted for sticking
a gun in a pig’s face. We're ex-Gls (mercenaries) who have learned the techniques
of modern warfare, but have now pointed our guns at the People’s true enemies.

We can be found in the Harlems, Bed-Stuys, Watts, Hunts-Point and all places
corner; fringing the junkies nod; across the

in between; drinking wine on the
street from the police headquarters. In other words, we are just plain everyday

niggers: or the new Black man and woman! from every walk of life.
There are many other guerrilla activities that we have not elaborated on;

kidnappings, the skyjacking of commercial aircrafts, terrorism, etc. . . . But

; because we have not rapped about this, because with very few exceptions we
" haven’t got off into these various areas of operations, doesn’t mean that we
haven’t rul
have ruled it out. We have also not ruled out rural guerrilla warfare, because
we know that 50% of people are still located in the rural areas of the south.
And we have every intention of uniting both forces.

As we've said before there have been many mistakes made. But as Carlos
Marighela has said, “It is better to act mistakenly than do nothing for fear of
doing wrong.” All Black and other Third World people in Babylon are not going
to make the sacrifice necessary to bring about the total liberation of the people.
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to see all of you on the battlefield . . . Very soon! ¥ Breetings. And we hope
Death to the u.s. ruling class
C.mB: to all their lackeys and accomplices!
Victory to the Liberation of Babylon!
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) Black brothers, Black sisters, | want you to know that  love you and | hope
that somewhere in your heart you have love for me. My name is Assata Shakur
(slave name jo anne chesimard). and 1 am u revolutionary. A Black revolutionary.
By that I mean that I am a field nigger who is determined to be free by any
means necessary. By that 1 mean that [ have declared war on all forces that
have raped our women. castrated our men and kept our babies empty bellied.

[ have declared war on the rich who prosper on our poverty. The politicians
who lie to us with smiling faces and ail the mindless. heartless robots who
protect them and their property.

I am a Black revolutionary. and, as such. 1 am the victim of all the wrath,
hatred and slander that amerikkka is capable of. Like all other Black revolu-
tionaries. I have been hunted like a4 dog. and like all other Black revolutionaries,
amerikkka is trying to lynch me.

[ am a Black revolutionary woman and because of this | have been charged
with and accused of every alleged crime in which a woman was believed to have
participated. The alleged crimes in which only men were supposedly involved.
I have been accused of planning. They have olastered pictures alleged to be me
in post offices. airports. hotels. police curs. subwuys. banks. televisions and
newspapers. They have oftered over fifty thousand dollars (850.000) in rewards
for my capture and they have issued orders to shoot on sight and shoot to kill.

[ am a Black revolutionary and, by definition. that makes me part of the
Black Liberation Army. The pigs have used their newspapers and. TVs to paint
the Black Liberation Armyv as vicious. brutal. mad dog criminals. They have
called us gangsters and gun molls, and have compared us to such characters as
john dillinger and ma barker. 1t should be clear, it must be clear to anyone
who can think, see or hear. that we are the victims. The victims and not the
criminals.

It should also be clear 1o us by now who the real criminals are. Nixon and
his crime patrners have murdered lundreds of Third World brothers and sisters
in Vietnam. Cambodia. Mozambique. Angola and South Africa. As was proved
by the Watergate. the 1op law enforcement officials in this country are a lying
bunch of criminals. The president, two attorney generals. the head of the fbi,
the head of the cia. and hulf the white house staff have been implicated in the
Watergate crimes.

They call us murderers, but we did not murder over 250 unarmed Black men,
women and children. and wound thousands of others in the riots they provoked
during the sixties. The rulers of this country have always considered their
property more important than our lives. They call us murderers, but we were
not responsible for the 28 brother inmates and the 9 hostages murdered at
attica. They call us murderers but we 3id not murder and wound over 30
unarmed Black students at Jackson State ur Southern State either.

They call us murderers. but we did not murder Martin Luther King, Emmett
Till. Medgar Evers. Malcolm X. George Jackson. Nat Turner. James Chaney and
countless other Black freedom fighters. We did not bomb four (+) Black little
girls in a Sunday School. We did not murder. by shooting in the back, 16-year
old Rita Lloyd. 11-year old Rickie Bodden or 10-year old Clifford Glover.




They call us murderers, but we do not control or enforce a sysiem of racism
and oppression that systematically murders Black and Third world people. Al-
mough Black peopie supposedly comprise about 15% of the total amerikkKan
population, at Jeast 60% of murder victims are Black. For every Pig that is
killed in the so-called line of duty theer are at least 50 Black people murdered
by police.

Black life expectancy is much lower than white and they do their best to
kill us before we are born. We are purned alive in firetrap tenements. Our
brothers and sisters O.D. daily from heroin and methadone. Our babies die
from lead poisoning. Millions of Black people have died as a result of indecent
medical care. This is murder. But they have the gall to call us murderers.

They call us kidnappers, yet Brother Clark Squire (who is accused along
with me of murdering a new jersey state trooper) was kidnapped on April 2,
1969. from our Black community and held on $100,000 ransom in the New
York Panther 21 conspiracy case. He was acquitted on May 13, 1971 along
with all the others of all the 156 counts of conspiracy by 3 jury that took less
than 2 hours to deliberate. Brother Squire was innocent. Yet he was kidnapoed
from his community and family. Over two years of his life were stolen, but
they call us kidnappers. They call us kidnappers, but we did not kidnap the
thousands of Brothers and Sisters held captive in amerikkka's concentration
camps. 90% of the prison population in this country are Black and Third
world people who can afford neither bail nor taw 3 &rs.

They call us thieves and bandits. They say We steal, But it was not us who
stole millions of Black people from the continent of Africa. We were robbed of
our language, of our Gods, of our culture, of our human dignity, of our labor
and of our lives. They call us thieves yet it is not us who rip off billions of dol-
lars every year through tax evasions. illegal price fixing, embezzlement, con-
sumer f{raud, bribes, kickbacks and swindles. They call us bandits, yet every
time most Black people pick up our paychecks we are being robbed. Every
time we walk into a store in our neighborhood we are being held up. And
every time we pay our rent the landlord sticks a gun into our ribs.

They call us thieves, but we did not rob and murder millions of Indians
by ripping off their homeland, then call ourselves pioneers. They call us ban-
dits but it is not us who are robbing Africa, Asia and Latin America of

| their natural resources and freedom while the people are sick and starving.
_ The rulers of this country and their flunkies have committed some of the
most brutal, vicious crimes in history. They are the bandits. They are the
murderers. And they should be treated as such. These maniacs are not fit to
judge me, Clark Squire, or any other Black person on trial in amerikkka. Black
people should. and, inevitably must, determine our destinies.
Every revolution {n history has been accomplished by actions, although
words are necessary. We must create shields that protect us and spears that
. penetrate our enemies. Black people must learn how to struggle by struggling
We must learn by our mistakes.
1 want to apologize to you, my Black brothers and sisters, for being on the
. new jersey turnpike. | should have known better. The turnpike is a check point
. where Black people are stopped searched, harassed and assaulted. Revolution-
aries must never be in to0 much of a hurry o1 make careless decisions. He who
runs when the sun is sleeping will stumble many times.
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Every ume a Black Freedom Fighter is murdered or captured the pigs try
to create the impression that they have squashed the movement, destroyed our

forces and put down the Black Revolution. The pigs also try to give the
impresston that § or 10 Guerrillas are responsible for every revolutionary action
carried out in amerikkka. That is nonsense. That is absurd. Black revolutionuries
do not drop from the moon. We are created by our conditions. shuped by our
oppression. We are being manufactured in droves in ghetto streets, places like
attica. sun quentin, hedford hills. leavenworth and sing sing. They are turning
out thousands of us. Many jobless Black veterans and welfare mothers are join-
ing our ranks. Brothers and sisters from all walks of life who are tired of suffer-
ing passively make up the BLA. :

There is and always will be. until every Black man, woman and child is free.
4 Black Liberation Army. The main function of the Black Liberation Army at
this time is t+ create good examples tu struggle for Black freedom and to pre-
pare for the future. We must defend ourselves and let no one disrespect us.
We must gain our liberation by any meuns necessary.

It is our duty to fight for our freedom. [t is our duty to win. We musi love
each wthar and support each other. We have nothing to lose but cur chains!

In the spirit of:
Ronald Carter
Witliam Christmas

s Rasay
Fraph nzavy Fields
Woodie Changa Olugbals Green
Fred Hampton
Lil" Bunby Hutton
Georze Jackson
Jonathan Jackson
James MoCluin
Hzrold Russell
Zavd Maiik Shakur
Arthomy Kimu Olughala White
We must tight on.
July 6. 1973
Middlesex County Workhouse
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