.- Cuba and Puerto Rico:

Cuba and Puerto Rico are

the two wings of one bird
they receive flowers or bullets
in the same heart .

Cuba y Puerto Rico son
de un pajaro las dos alas
reciben flores o balas
sobre un mismo corazon.

—Lofa Rodriquez de Tio,
born, 1843, San Juan—died 1924, Havana

Cuba and Puerto Rico, Key to the Continent

From the first arrival of the Spaniards in the Americas in the
sixteenth century, the Caribbean has Leen the Key o the
continent. Who controls the Caribbean controls access to and
from both Americas.

For Spain, the islands of the Caribbean were important
because of their function in maintaining the flow of yold and
silver from the mines of Mexico and Peru to Europe. The
Spanish colonial system was built opon the labor of the native
populations. When they resisted and were murdered, new labor
had to be imported in the form of Black staves. This happened
carly in Cuba and Puerto Rico. The slave trade in the West
Indies began as early as 1501, eight years afier the first white
man arrived in the islands.

The island of Cuba \was an imporiant part of the Spanish
commercial system. The flcets bearing silver from Mexico and
Peru all had to stop at Havana, as did all incoming shipping,
where they were assigned 8 protective convoy 1o guard against
British, Duich, and French pirates. Troops were kept at the
Havana fortress, and also in heavily garrisoned Puerto Rico, an
istand 1/12 the size of Cuba.

Great Britain began 10 move in on Spain’s control of the
Americas from the seventcenth century on. For the whole of

the 17th and 18th centuries, Spain and Great 8ritain fought
over control of the seca, which meant control of international
commerce, Between 1810 and 1825, three decades afier Great
Britain lost her colonies in America, Spain lost her grip on the
whole southern continent. By 1824, all that remained tied to
the old Spanish Crown were the wwo lovely islands of the Greater
Antilles, Cuba and Pucrto Rico, and the Dominican Republic,
which became independent in 1844, '

The Carribcon—U.S. Property?

In the new United States, political leaders watched the
Caribbean closely. In 1823, Secretary of State John Quincy
Adams clearly articulated the view that the Caribbean had 1o be
closely linked to the United States:

... Theseislands from their local position are natural appen-
Cuba, almost in sight of our shores, from a multitude of
consideralions has become an object of transcendant
imporiance to the political and commercial interests of
our union. . .

Thomas Jetferson also coveled Cuba, openly writing 1o Monroe
saying:

... Do we wish to acquire to our own confederacy any
one or more of the Spanish provinces? | candidly confess
that | have ever looked on Cuba as the most interesting
addition which could cver be made to our syslem of
states.

The United States was not concerned about Spain, which was
oo weak to prevent U.5. Commerce with its possessions, but
with England, the world economic power from which it had

Ca uba’s liberation from Spain.
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recently become independent. As {ong 8s Cuba and Puerto Rico
remained part of Spain, U.S. merchants were happy. Secretary
of State Frenry Clay made this clear in 1825:

... The United States is satisfied with the present
condition of Cuba and Pucrto Rico, as belonging to Spain
and keeping their doors open, as they presently do, to
our commerce: this governmenl does not, thercfare,
desire any political change in their system of administia-
tion.

Only independence, and British commercial penetration,
threatened the United Staies, so that when the Great Liberator,
Simon Bolivar, resolved in 1827 to extend his viclories over
Spain’s imperial armies to the Caribbcan, the Umited Stntes
govenment moved to stop him, The U.S. intedference, together
with the presence of the Spanish armies quartered in the istands,
vias strong enough to counterbalance the stull small national
independence movements there—but these movements were 10
grow.

The Fight for Independence: One Struggle

In the fight against colonial control, Cuba and Puerto Rico are
linked inseparably. !n both countries, national interies hegan to
develop'al the beginning t1 the 19th century among .ne smaller
landowners and businessmen, just as 1 developird throughout
Latin America. Members of the smaller bourgcoisic in Lhe
islands began to press for reforms, or ultimately “autonomy.”
Against them stood the ruling Spaniards and the wealthy
interesis tied to the Spanish Crown. These “unconditionalists’”
maintained the status quo against the autonomisls, whose
proposals brought brutal reprisals and repression.

Another force stood for complete and totai independance
from Spain. Led by men like Ramén Emcterio Beisnces in
Puerto Rico and Jose Marti in Cuba, thase independentistas
understood that fuedal Spain ““cannot give what she does nat
have'’—that independence cannot be legislated but only won
through force of arms.

These independence forces combined their stralegies n the
anti-colonial struggle, fighting and planning side by side, The
struggle was difficult, particularty in Pucrto Rico, which, being
smaller, was much more heavily cccupied by the military. An
important ally, especially from the large plantations of Cuba,
were the slaves. Determined to win their liberty, they became
heroic frecdom fighters in the war against Spain.

Far over 20 years Marti and Betances were ceastlessly active
in this cause: travelling, speaking, teaching, warning, writing,
exhorting and gathering arms thaughout the U.S. the Caribbean,
Central and South America. In 1865, activists {rom this
movement, exiled by Spanish authaoritics, formed the Repub-
lican Society of Cuba and Puerio Rico, with headquarters in
New York. In 1867, Betances organized the Commiltecs of
information in Puerio Rico, which issued a stirring revolution-
ary proclamation throughout this island, coordinating the many
underground grougs in what was to have been a major uprising,
with outside cooperation, in September of 1868. The rehellion
and the Declaration of the Republic of Pucrto Rico in the town
of Lares was crushed by the Spanish, but it sparked the fuse
1,000 miles away in the town of Yara, in Cuba, less than a
month later.

Patriot landowner Carlos Maria de Cespedes {reed his slaves
and led a rebellion against the colonial government which
blossomed into a war that raged throughout Lhe countryside for
ten years. The Crown feared the agitation that this fomented in
Puerto Rico, and offered the abolition of slavery there ns a
palliative in 1873. The war in Cuba was temporarity halted at
«the “truce” of Zanjon in 1878, but many Cubans fought on,

N

under the great freed stave General Antonio Macco.  “When
Cuba becomes independent,” Macco said, 1 will ask for
permession (0 strugyle for the freedom of Puerto Rico, because |
should hate 10 put down my sword while that part of America
remgins n slavery.” But Maceo was exiled; the reforms
promised at Zanjon were not instituted; and the “Little War”
broke out again the next year.
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Spain tried desperately to quict the Cubans. She granted
tham representation in Spain in 1878. She extended the Spanish
Constitution 1o apply to Cubans in 1881. She abolished slavery
in 1892 and instituted a limited form of tocal representative
government in 18385, But it was too late; too many people had
determined that Cuba must be free.

One of the principles laid down by the Cuban Revolutionary
Party founded Ly Martt in 1892 was ‘10 encourage and help
Pucrto Rico in her struggle,” and a Puerto Rican scction of the
party was ercaicd in New York. By 1895, the Cuban revolution-
aries made preparations to send an expedition to Puerto Rico
vnder General Juan Ruis Rivera, one of the many Puerto Ricans
who had fought with Maceo in the Ten Years 'War. Although the
expedition did not {inally materialize, the Puerto Rican patriots
did organize another rebellion at Yauco in 1897,

Spain's response was to increase repression. The new military
governor of Cuba, Weyler, became known as “The Butcher” for
his policies, which strengthened anti-imperialist  sentiment
among all Cubans, polarizing the issues for those who clung to
hopes of compromise. In 1897, in a last attempt to save the
sitbation, Spain granted avtonomy to both Cuba and Puerto
Rico. This autonomy lasted six manths.

The War of 1898
In 1898, President McKinley sent a hattleship to Havana
harbor to “protect” U.S. citizens and property. One night in
February, in a tightly guarded harbor, the battleship Maine
mysteriously blew up aad several hundred U.S. sailors were
killed. The U.S. had its pretext to move openly into Cuba.
Arguments built on the dogmas of “manifest destiny” and
openly racist pleas that the U.S. “administer government among
savages and senile people' inflamed the war fever. In April,
1898, U.S. forces set oul for Santiago. The officers viewed the
war as an easy road to politicai careers and glory. As far as they
Continued on p. 3
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U.S. troops occupy Puorto Rico, August. 1898
were concerned, thay were nght. The junior officers became the
great financiers and statesmen of the next hatf-century: Roose-
velt, Vanderbilt, Morgan.

Not averyone in the U.S. was caught up in the war fever. The
biting sarcasm of Mark Twain and the lofty biiliiance of William
Jennings Bryan against the war were accompaanied by a chorus
of letters and telegrams from pcople celling upon President
McKinley to recognize the Cuban Repubiic. Many of the
soldiers, 100, recognized that the war was not in their interests.
Desertion and draft evasion during that war was proporlionately
higher than in any other U.S. war until Vietnaim.

But the Spanish-American War had deep 100ts in the
determination of the U.S. to control the Caribbean. By 1880,
the U.S. had expanded to the Pacific coast and rapidly growing
industrics were looking 10 Latin America and Asia for new
markets. It was actively seeking a canal (o connect the two
coasts, and provide easy access to the Pacific coast and beyond
for eastern manufacturers. Cuba and Puerto Rico were idea!
military bases to protect 1hat canal. After thuee and a half
months 1n Cuba, the U.S. forces defeated a moribund Spain and
the troops were sent on to Puerio Rico in July.

The Treaty of Paris in 1898 formally granted Cuba her
independence {rom Spain. In the Platt Amendment of 1901,
forced upon the Cuban people, that independence was defined.
Cuba was subject to military intervention Ly the United States
any time her internal political sitvation threatened to disturb
U.S. interests.

Puerto Rico was granted to the U.S. outright. The terms of
the peace gave the U.S. what it wanted in Cuba; formal
annexation would have only led to the maintenance of the
Cuban war of independence. Puerto Rico, smaller and without
an army scasoned by years of war, was not in a position {0 stop
the U.S. takeover. The two islands entered the 20th century
with, formally, two different statuses. Pucrto Rico was an
outright colony ol the United States. Cuba was nominally
independent, but subject to military intervention any time Ihe
U.S. felt it pecessary to protect “life, liberty and property.”

“A Favorable Investment Climate”

After 1898, the key to all palitical and social developiments
of these two islands lies in their economic relations with the
United Stztes. From the U.S. point of view, there has 1o be 3
“favarable investment climate’” and protection of U.S. business
interests.

The First World War so elfectively sapped the economic
strength ol the European financial centers thal tbe U.S., which
had entered the War a deblor nation, emerged a creditor nation:
it bad paid ofl all the debt incurred throughout the 191k
century in the building up of the capital nccessacy for the
establishment of industry, at the same time as Great Britain fost
its position at the center of the fingncial world. Mare and more
of U.S. foreign commerce began 1o take the form of invest-
ments, bonds, and (oans {high retuens, fower risks) instead of
direct trade. And in 1829, on the eve of the Great Depression,
27% of its toial foreign investment vsas in Cuba.

Already before the War of 1898, 70% of Cuba’s trade was
with the United States, with very little of 1that money rewrning
to the Cuban treasury. A huge proportion stayed within the
confines of the U.S.—which establishad and virtually ran the
sugar industry in Cuba. The following excerpt from the U.N.
Economic and Social Commission’s Report on Latin America
will Mustrate he degree of “independence” which Cuba was
allfowed to enjoy:

YEARS: 1897 1908 1919 1929 13836 1943 1950
Mitlions of doltars of
US investmenis in Cupa: 435 184.1 513,19 887.0 6G60 5260 G42.0

Bethlehem Steel moved into Cuba in 1883, United Fruit
arrived in 1901, Amuarican Tobacco in 1902, banks like First
Nauvional City and Chase Manhattan came in 1915,

When the Cuban people expropriated U.S. businesses in
1959, the ciaims added up 1o some S2.7 billion. U.S. ¢itizens at
that point owned over 1.6 miilion acres of the island,

In the colony of Puerto Rico, the fertile coastal plains had
become the praperty of giant U.S. sugar corporations within a



tew ducades ot the Manual labutcis exasting on
low-paid seasonal wages, planted and harvested the cane, which
was shipped to the U.S. 1o be refined and then sold back to the
Ruerto Rican people.

But Puerto Rico’s ecconomy was to develop differently than
Cur'xa's, partly because of its direct colonial relationship.
Becsuse, as part of the United States, it was within the U.S.
tarilf orbiz, it had to supply U.S. goods at high prices Lo its
people; thercfore wages had to be higher. 1L could not compete
with the Cuban sugar market, which paid lower wages and
therefore could make 2 bigger profit on the selling price. By the
close of World War 11, the sugar industry mostly shored up by
means of sugar subsidies from the U.S. government, was
obviously limping.

1fvasiorn.

Crisis in U.S.
Crisis in Caribbean

The single year of 1930 saw a 42% dron in industrial
production in the continental U.S. alone. People all over the
world were hungry, and vsere reacting on a huge scale 10 the
evident failure of the world economic system. The carthshaking
events of the ‘30°s did not pass lightly over the Antilles. By
now, Cuba’s economy was almost totally dependent on the U.S.
sugar market, and the cruel Machado dictarorship was strangling
her efforts to defend herself.

Franklin Delano Rooscvelt, elecied U.S. President in 1932,
instituted the New Decal, programs to shore up the U.S.
economy and stem the tides of revolution. In order to achicve
soctal «tability, the New Oeal had to include an impressive range
of humanistic reforms and freedoms. Among other iegislation,
for its own domestic benefit and under the guise of **Good
Neighbor,” the U.S. government abrogated the Platt Amend-
ment, leaving Cuba on an apparently longer leash. They sent to
Puerto Rico the first Yankee Governor with any idia of where
the island was: Governor Winship, who broaght with him a
policy imported from the U.S. “New Decal” era: cconomic
planning. Something had to be done to deal with the badly
hurting sugar economy. What eventually emerged was the U.S.
plan to rapidly industrialize the island, culled **Operation
Bootstrap.”

U.S. manufacturing plants were offered tax exemplions for
periods of 12-25 years, as well as provided with low-rent faclory
buildings, and cut-rate fuel and transportation prices, paid for
by taxes on Pucrto Rican pecople. Today, some 2,000 manu-
facturing plants are cstablished on the island, while U.S.
corporations directly control 86% of the economy.

The rapid industrialization plan had severe consequences for
the Puerto Rican people. During the ‘50’s and '60’s almost a
miflion Puerio Ricans—one-third of the populalion, were forced
to migrate to the United States to look far work. The new
industries, while providing jobs, could noi provide adequate
employment for the largely unskilled agricultural popuiation.
Those who did get jobs in Puerto Rico were forced to work at
wages % of what was being paid in the Untied States, while
prices remained 25% higher than prices in New York City.

While the post-war industrialization process was underway in
Puerto Rico, with all the corruption, speculation, and culturaf
displacement that such unnatural growth cntails, Cuba was also
entering o new phase of exploitation.

Cuba became a playground; RHavana was fun city—especially
for the U.S. underworld—and while bundreds of thousands of
U.S. dallars changed hands at the rouleile tables, hundreds of
thousands of Cubans were outside, sick and starving; the only
jobs to be had were as accessories to colonial vacation
debauchery. Ignorant, brutal Fulgencio Batista held a tight rein
on Cuban Wfe from the Presidential palace. In 1953, the
centenary of the birth of Marti, a group of patriots, including
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the youag lawyer Fidel Castro, launched a daring assaull on Lhe
Moncada harracks in Santiago. The massacre that followed
signalled the DLeginning of the Cuban Revolutionary War that
was to culminate in triumph on New Year’s Day six years later.

The Moncada harracks is now called 26th of July School City—a school
complex which 3000 students attend

In Puerto Rico, the continuing movement for independence
was taking a variety of forms, with its most militant expression
in the Nationoalist Party led hy the great patriot Pedro Albizu
Campos, whose party was the targei of severe iepression
throughout the “30's and '40’s.

independence sentiment ran so high that virtually every
Puerto Rican polilical leader had to take a stand in favor of
independence. Munoz Marin and his Popular Party had taken
that stand until 1945, when his position shifted in favor of
economic strength first, independence later—a position which fit
aeatly imo the plans for Operation Bootstrap.

But the growing patriotic movement led-by the Nationalist
Party and by the Pucrto Rican Independence Party, which
formed after the Popular Party turned against indep:idence and
dismissed all independentistas from its ranks, torced the United
States 10 develop a new strategy.

In 1950, the U.S. government, with Law 800, decided to
change the name of Puerto Rice's status and commissioned the
Puerto Rican fegistature to write up a Constitution, which the
U.S. Congress would then approve. This development, the
Congressional Record shows, would mean no change from the
Jones Act which had previously governed Puerto Rico as a
possession; it would protect the favorable economic relationship
by taking the political pressure off.

On October 30 of that year, a group of Nationalists,
responding Lo police repression and murders, and hearing that
President Truman had ordered the arrest or assassination of
their leadership, led an insurrection. They declared the Republic
of Puerto Rico in the town of Jayuya. The National Guard,
supported by the U.S. air force, and using U.S. tanks and
bazookas, crushed the rebellion in a bloody five days.

Thousands of people nol even involved in the uprising were
jailed. In 1952, with Mufioz Marin as the Governor, Puerto Mico
become o “"Free Associated State”’—the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico. A plebiscite which mentioned no alternative such
as mdependence, was held to ratify’” the Constitution ol the
new status. Armed with this proof of democratic procecdings,
the U.S. presented the United Nations with the proposal that
Puerto Rico be removed from the U.N. (ist of “‘non-sell-’
governing territocing,”” which is subject to yearly scrutiny by
international commissions,

Now there was nothing to stand in the way of complete
economic, cultural and environmental absorption—nothing, that
is, except the people themselves.

Puerto Rican Solidanty Commiliee, P.O. Box 319 Cooper Stanon, NY, NY 10003




“We are a people which in 1959 for the first time began to
feel that we might have allies in that wide outside world, when
the corrupt and dictatorial regime that had torded it over the
sister Republic of Cuba for years was toppled and a Revolution-
ary Government representing the people took over, a govern-
ment imbued with the highest Caribbean ideology. . .

”...in the United Nations, in the non-aligned conferences, in
the non-governmental mectings, a Cuban voice was raised in
support of" the Puerto Rican struggle. . .”"—Juan Mari Brds,
Secretory General, Puerto Rican Socialist Party, Report to the
U.N. Specisl Comnunitiee, August 23, 1973.

From the time that the Revoluncnary Government of Cuba
took power, it has honored in word and decd the common
tustory of struggle of the Cuban and Puerto Rican people. In
every public forum, repeatedly before the United Nations, Cuba
has consistently and relentlessly raised the question of the
colonial status of Puerto Rico, denounced U.S. domination and
oppression of the Puerto Rican people. and called for inter-
national support for the national {iberation movement of Pucrlo
Rico.

VWhy has Cuba taken this stand? First, because the Cuban
people identity in the decpest possible way with the struggle
against U.S. imperialism. ft was only through bitter and
determined {igf\king that Cuba liberated herself from U.S.
control, and Cuba has been carrying on a continual battle since
then, against armed invasions, crimina! piralec attacks, 2 con-
tinental-wide {and attempted world-wide) economic blockade,
and diplomatic isolation.

Al of these attacks have been defeated, and the blockade
itself is crumbling before the eyes of the U.S. imperialists, but
the Cuban people do not forget the brutality used against them.,
In addition, the Cubans recognized the U.S. practice of treating
the Caribbean as a stepping-stone for the domination of the rest
of Latin America. They have taken up, as the first outpost of
liberated territory in the Americas, the defense of the interests
of all of the peoples of Latin America.

Cuba is embraced by peoples around the world for her
expression of inernationalism, from peasants who received
blood and medical aid after and earthquake in Pcru, to
Vietnamese sailors in Haiphong Harbor, where Cubans remained
in their boats and helped work during the Chrisimas bombings
in 1972, to Chiltean patriots who receive the fullest backing of
the Cuban government in their resistance against the f{ascisl
dictatorship of Pinachet,

In the same spirit, the Cuban people understand the need Lo
expose and attack the U.S. colonial control of Puerto Rico, and
the need (o build material support for the rapidly growing
Puerto Rican independence movement today.

Resolution of the United Nations Special Committee on
Decolonization, {August, 1973) "‘Reaffirms the inalienable right
of the people of Puerto Rico to self-determination and
independence. . . Requests the Government of the U.S.A. to
refrain from taking any measures which might obstruct the full
and free cxercise by the people of their inalienable right 10
self-determination and independence, as well as of their
cconomic, social and other rights, and in particular to prevent
any violation of these rights. . ."”

This U.N. resolution, directly cantradicting the U.S.-spon-
sored resolution of 1953 which held that Puerto Rico was not a

struggles of people around the world. Although the United
States was able o domunate the U.N. and other international
organizations through most of the filtics, the anti-colonigl
struggles  aond  national liberation movements have clearly
emerged as lcading anti-imperialist forces in the world in the fast
10-15 years. 1975 alone as seen the viclory of liberation forces in
Cambodia, Vietnam and Laos in Southeast Asia, and Guinea-
Bissau and Mozambique in Africa.

But the growing support for the independence of Pucrto
Rico is a reflection primarily of the giowing strength of the
nationa! liberation struggle itself. As the people of newly-
liberated Cuba began the arduous preess of reconstructing and
reorganizing virtually ever aspectl of their nation's economy 10
fulfil their own needs rather than the profit-needs of U.S.
corporations, the national liberation movement in Puerto Rico,
heartened by Cuba’s victories, carried on the fight for indepen-
dence.

Their movement could not be stamped out by the repression
of the '50’s. Instead, it opehned up new avenugs to incorporate
an cver-widening base into its ranks. Today, it reprasents a
massive movement, as factory workers, farmers, students,
lawyers, teachers, artists, environmentalists, unite in a struggle
for the survival of the Pucrto Rican nation.

The successes of the national liberation mavement are
reflected in the growing fcars of U.S. investors (often the most
sensitive tuning fork 1o changes in the balance of forces on the
island). A periodical entitled the Washington Letter on Puerto
Rico reparts (hat it is more difficuit 1o attract foreign capital to
Puerto Rico because investors are concerned about the growth
of Ihe independence struggle on Lhe island, the organizing of
Pucrto Ricans in the United Stales, the growih of support for
that movement in various sectors of the North American peopie,



and acts of sabotage against U.S. commercial, industrial and
financial targets.

‘

“Through its prapaganda, U.S. imperialism tries to make it
appear that it possesses no colonies, that Pucrto Rico is an
“associated free state.” But there can be no association between
an exploited and oppressed people and its oppressor.

“Colonialism must disappear forcver from our planct.
Colonialism must not continue in Latin America.

"We call on all progressive, democratic and anti-imperialist
forces to give their full support to the Puerto Rican people.

“We issue this convocation, on behalf of organizations of 28
countries and 12 international organizations, to the Interna-
tional Conference in Solidarity with the Independence of Puerto
Rico from September 5-7 in Havana, Cuba.”

—Appeal for Puerto Rico, Preparatory Mecting
for the International Conference in Solidarity
with the Independence of Puerto Rico,
March 30-31 1975

As Cuba celebrates the 22nd anniversary of the attack on the
Moncada Barracks, the Cuban people build a new socialist
society without losing sight of the Cuba that existed before the
revolution.

In his “History Will Absolve Me’* speech following the assault
on the Moncada in 1953, Fidel Castro listed some of the ills of
Cuban society. 700,000 people were unemployed. 500,600 farm
laborers worked only four months a year, in the sugar harvest.
Niteracy was 23.6%. Rents were high — two and a half million
people in urban areas paid rents that took between /5 and 1/3
of their income. In the subuvban and rural areas, almost three
million people lacked electricity: 400,000 people in citics and
countryside lacked even the minimum sanitary requirements.

Scon after the revolution, the Cubans began o deal with the
housing problem, first atracking ihe high cost of housing, and
then turning to the actual shortage of housing. By (968, rent
could be no more that I/}0 of a person’s income, and cven that
was to be gradually eliminated.

Uncmployment was solved automatically as the Cubans
moved to provide for human necds, and pcople fillcd jobs
created in the process of making up the years of accumulated
deficits in housing, schools, roads, hospitals, basic industries and
services. The vital problem was to find people 1o do the jobs, to
integrate_men and women into the workforce as rapidly as
possible.

After a year-long literacy campaign in 1961, ihe illiteracy
rate draopped to 3.9%. In health care, the mortality rate dropped
from 52 deaths to 27.4 deaths in 1000 births, the lowest rate tn
al! of the developing countries. 40,000 new housing units were
constructed last year in Cuba, beginning to catch up with the
increase in population and the accumulated needs of decades of
irrational planning.

In dramatic contrast is the process which has taken place in
Puerto Rico in the last 20 years of U.S. colanialism. Although
the industrialization of the island has been pointed to by the
U.S. Government and the colonial government of Puerto Rico as
a modern marvel of progress, what has it meant to the Puerto
Rican people?

The average family income is below $5,000 par year, while
inflation pushes prices higher than in the United States.

The unemployment figure, never below 0%, has risen today
10 over 30%, despite what the colonial government refers to as
the “safety valve”’—the massive migration of Puerto Ricans to
the United States to look for veork,

Agriculture has been virwally destroyed. 90% of the food
consumed in Puerto Rico is imported from the United States
and sold at U.S.-owned supermarket chains on the island.

Schools and universibies altempt to carry on a cultural
offensive  aguinst the Pucrto Rican language, bhistory and
traditions. English is a required subject. Puerto Ricans are
taught to helieve their county is too small and lacking in
resources 1o survive without the “help’’ of the United States.

Rospitals reflect the uneven distribution of wealth. The
private hospitals, which cater to less than 30% oi the
population, have budgets three times the size of the budget lor
overcrowded and inadequate public hospitals. A free sieriliza-
tion program, which tihe colonial government puts forward as
one answer to the high unemployment rate, sterifizes 6,000
Puerto Rican women per year. 35% of the female childbearing
population is already sterilized. Each operation requires two
hospital bed days. Thus hospitals are available for sterilizalions,
while sick people wait months for a bed.

No beds ara availabla to patients in mental hospital, San Juan
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Today. more and more Puerto Ricans understand that their
needs are in direct conflict with U.S. plans for tive island. U.S.
inwerests are moving into s new phase of Operation Bootstrap -
the transformation of Pucrto Rico into an oil-processing,
refining, and storage center servicing U.S. industries on the
maintand, but not subjuct Lo the ¢nvironmental restrictions,
high wages, or taxes of the continental U.S. Already, 81 billion is
invested in highly-polluting refineries and petrochemical plants,
with disastrous environmental consequences for the island.

These industries require a lot of space, but little labor. The
majority of the Puerto Rican people are no longer necessary o
the island’s future as far as the United States is concerned. Thus,
hand in hand with sterilization programs, migration (o -the
United States is encoursged. One colonial planner has referred
io the possibility of one mitlion Puerto Ricans migrating to the
United States by 1980.

At the same time Pucrto Rico is essential as a military base
{13% of the hest arable land is occupied by U.S. military bases,
including nuclear installations) to protect the massive U.S.
investment there, and to guard the Panama Canal and U.S.
investment and expansion in the whole of Latin America.

In the face of these conditions, the Puerto Rican people
continue to build a resistance movement. The workers of Puerto
Rico, now the vast majority of the population, will not accept
colonial terms for the trade union movement. Mass movements
have formed to fight the “petrolization” of the island. Students
will not accept a colonized education. The Puerto Rican people
will not accept an occupicd country.

As we celebrale July 26 this year, we can see comparisons
between the struggle of the Cuban people to free themselves
from the grip of North American imgperialism and the struggle of
the Puerto Rican people for their national liberation. And we
can look toward the joining of forces in carly September at the
Birst International Conference in Solidarity with the Indepen-
dence of Puerto Rico in Havana, Cuba to broaden concrete
support for the Puerto Rican people’s just struggle-



