
SAN OUENTIN
MUST BE CLOSED!

The opening of this temporary in
formation center at the very gate of
San Quentin by an Ad Hoc commit
tee of people connected with the pris
on movement represents the begin
ning of an effort to focus attention
and bring pressure on the individuals
who actually run San Quentin . . . the
guards, the administrators, the coun
selors and the other people without
whose active cooperation places like
San Quentin could not exist. People
have been allowed to rationalize their

actions with such cliches as "Some

body has to do it" ... or ... "I don't
make the rules I just follow orders"
. . . or . . . "It's a job and I have a
family to support." It is time that
those responsible be held responsible.

After all of the damning newspaper
articles, all of the television docu
mentaries, all of the petitions, and all
of the court battles, places like San
Quentin still exist. Instead of closing
as promised they are still open. In
stead of withering they are expand
ing. Instead of fewer human zoos we
are to have more. The rhetoric of
modern penology is becoming an im
potent mockery. The people whose
task is to protect society by "correct
ing," fail at their work about 80% of
the time . . . and yet somehow they
keep their jobs!

SAN QUENTIN IS THE AUSCHWITZ
OF CALIFORNIA

The people who work there are as
responsible for what happens and
doesn't happen at San Quentin as
were the Commandants and Sturm-
bandfuhers of Auschwitz. Even the
empty promises of the Adult Author
ity that hard work will win release is
remindful of the infamous sign at the
entrance to Auschwitz "Arbeit Macht

Frei" (Work will make you free).
There are, of course, limits as to how
Far this analogy can be drawn since
nothing in all of human experience is
equal to Auschwitz in its monstrosity.
It was only after consultation with
actual survivors of Auschwitz and

much soul searching that we dared
to use the name Auschwitz in connec

tion with something other than itself.
But as one of our members, herself a
survivor of Auschwitz, has remarked
"even a little bit of Auschwitz is too

much . . . something to be fought
against ... to be resisted ... to be
destroyed."

Last year hundreds of men were
stabbed and beaten at San Quentin;
dozens died. The death of one man,
stabbed over twenty times, was offi
cially labeled as resulting from "nat
ural causes!" But it is the other kinds

of death that allow us in good con-
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