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DEATH PENALTY ABOLITION 
CONFERENCE REPORT 

The annual conference of the Nation­
al Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty 
Y.6S held the \\rekend of CX:.tober 16--18th 
in Qricago. Abolitionists gathered fran 
around the nation and Canada to share 
ideas and philosophies, learn new organi­
zing techniques and exchange victories 
and defeats. The conference included: 

- 22 members of families of Death Row 
prisoners in Georgia~arove 12 hours fran 
Savannah to Qricago for the Ireeting. The$e 
folks fran New Bope Bouse, 8 place for 
families visiting their loved ones on 
T:eath Row, returned hare inspired to re­
activate their state's coalition. 

- 2 wardens, who had participated in 
executions in North Carolina and Mississi­
p publicly expressed their feelings 
against the death penalty and urged 
abolitionists to reach out more to prison 
anployees. 

- Abolitionists in Washington, D.C., 
credited their successin defeating a 
referendum to reinstate the death penalty 
to working with groups that hadn't or­
dinaril y been involved in anti -death 
penalty efforts in the past. D.C. citizens 
voted 2 to 1 - 67% - against resurrecting 
the death penalty in their city. 

- A panel consisting of a New York 
attorney, a New ~xico activist and a 
Qricago acadanic addressed the issue of 
finding real alternatives to the death 
penalty. Rather than offering life­
without-parole, which is in reality 
"death by imprisolllrent," the speakers 
advocated offering decent anployment 
opportunities, early childhood programs, 
dmg treatnEnt on danand and better 

schools as some of the alternatives for 
a more just and less violent society. A 
poll in New York has shown public support 
for these and other true alternatives. 

- ~1urder Victims Families for Recon­
ciliation invited all abolitionists to 
join the group in a 2-v.eek "Joumej of 
Hope" in Indiana this SlJIll"lEr. Folks and 
families will gather to educate, organize, 
rally, rrmch, debate and enjoy. A WOOBI1 

whose daughter was kidnapped and murdered 
encouraged participants to attend the 
event and said the work of abolitionists 
is to help people change their attitude 
of f ury and revenge to an attitutde of 
forgiveness and reconciliation . 

To obtain more information on ill1y of 
the events or projects mentioned above, 
contact the NCADP office at 1325 G St . 
NW, Ilr-B, Washington OC 2CXD5. 
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BAD OLD DAYS 
Accorrl lng to 2 study reieased in 

September , 1992 , by the Public Ci ti7.en ' s 
Heclllh Research Croup and the NationaJ 
Alliance for t he rventally III - nationally 
known advocacy groups - Ir()rc than 1 in 
every 14 prisoners in ja ils suffer s from 
serious 'rren tal illness . Thj s is the sail,£, 
as in t he 18'30s . 

The study covered ], 391 l ocal jail s, 
which together cage 62% o[ all jailed 
pri.soners. The 7. 2% of pri soners jn jail 
now who suffer from serious rrental ilJneS5 
; : .. j . ) l i,, \ .~ .-j '., '! a"ly as ';:h)8e who \oRre in 
jaH i n the 18oos. eM s rreans Ir()re than 
30,700 seriously disturbed people are in 
jail every day . Another way of putting it 
is that 11 million days a year are spent 
by seriously n'£'ntally ill people in jail s . 

These numbers do not include rrentally 
ill people in state or federal prisons. 
As the Public Citizen Health Research 
Group's November 1992 Health Letter states: 
"Our jails have once again hecare surro­
gate rrental hospitals, r ecriminalizing the 
seriolls ly rrentally i ll." 

''12institutionalization'' emptied 
state rrental hospitals in the 19(i)s and 
1970s. Governrrents did not provide neces­
sary follow-up services. Now, 29% of the 
jails in the survey incarcerate rrentally 
i ll people without any criminal charges 
against them . Often, their only "crirre" 
is their i ] lness . Olly 6 jurisdictions 
reported no such people in jail : Connec­
ticut, l):!la\vare , the District of Columbia, 
New Jersey , Pennsylvania and Rhode Is­
land. I n Florida, 16% of jails reported 
c()gi ng rrentall y ill r=op] e wi thout 
char ges . New York reported ]4% and New 
~bxico 63%. 

MJst seriously rrentally ill people 
are crimirolly charged when arrested , 
a lt hough t he vast rmjority o[ their 
"cr i.m:-s " are trivial misdcrreanors whi.ch 

ARE HERE AGA I N 

-are nt::aHesLations of their rrental ill-
ness . rvbre than 2(J%, of j ails have no 
access to rrental health services of any 
kind. tvbre than '5J'Io of seriously rrental­
ly ill peopl e who do tirre in jail are or 
have been hareless . A rmjority of jails 
in 41 states and 69% of jails over-all 
report Ir()re prisoners with serious rrental 
illnesses now than 10 years ago . 

The l oca1ity with the \oX)rst record 
for jailing the rrentally ill is Flathead 
County in north\oRstern Minnesota. Only 
the jail lhere ~ not the hospitals -
routinely accept psychiatric enl?rgency 
admissions . The state with the \oX)rst 
record is Kentucky. 

There are "jail diversion" programs 
- to keep the seriously mentally ill out 
of cages - in Norristown PA, i'\;mphis TN 
and Seattle WA. 

The r ecommenda tions of this report 
include: 1) That jail diversion pro­
grams be set up everywhere to minimize 
the number of people with serious mental 
i llness who end up in jail; 2) That 
follow-up care should be lTB11dated by the 
courts as a provision for release; 3) 
That at each jail there should be a 
standi.ng menta l illness committee which 
includes representation from the local 
chapter of the National Alliance for the 
rventall y 11]. 

The complete 152 page report is avail­
able for $10 from : Public Citizen Publi­
cations Jej"Brtn'ent., "Jail HL." 2CXX) P St. 
!\~<I, h'ash.i.ngton T.X: 20036. -
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LAW LIBRARY ACCESS 
Santa Fe N M 0 ctob er 21, 1 'J)2 

VOICES 
FROM 
INSIDE 

••• 1 am hardly able to access the Law library rTDre than once a week for seldcm rTDre 
than an hour at a tinE due to the overload of requests by other inmates for physical access. 
As circumstances would have it, the direct telephone lines to the Law library are inoper­
erable, thereby preventing us fran carrnunicating with the Law library Officer and/or 
librarian as required by DJran v. King ... 

It is virtually impossible to conduct legal research in a reasonable manner at d1e 
North Facility Law library. Numerous reference materials are not provided for our use . 
Policy manuals are outdated, if not outright incanplete. Spanish translations of the 
sarre and other reference naterials do not exist, which is also contrary to Dlran v. King. 

Be advised that the U.S. SuprenE Court has held that prisoners have a right of access 
to an adequate law library or adequate assistance fran persons trained in the law to have 
"a reasonably adequate opportunity to present clainEd violations of fundanEntal constitu­
tional rights to the courts." Additionally, courts have condemned schedules that provided 
too little tinE for nEaningful legal reserach ... 4 to 6 hours per rTDnth of physical access 
is grossly inadequate ... 

THE TRUTH ABGJf CD~JTROL UN I TS 
Crescent City CA O::tober 30, 1992 

There is psychological and physical war fare being waged a~ainst the people of color 
within California's state prison systelll through the use and misuse of the Control Un LtS 
located at Pelican Bay. It only serves as a rreans to prarote and justify the continuous 
practice of racial segregation by the ~IXlTtnEnt of Corrections. 

A sentence to a Coi1trol Unit rreans the autamti.c suspension of the right Lo educaUon , 
job training, religious practices , and also the right to conjugal and contacL visiLs \·.mch 
would provide" the rreans to keeping aIld sLrengthen i.ng family Ues. Al l d1e rights I helve 
cited that are denied you in control units are ciLed by experLs in t he field of rehi..lbi. Uta­
tion of prisoners as key ingredients 'if a successfu.l r ehabilitation prugram is desired . 

The ~partnEnt of Correct.ions is pracU.ci.ng racial segregation with Control Units . 
They assure thEm3elves a continuous s upply of the SCH..:dlled 'worst o[ the worst ' people of 
color, thus providLng then justification for building their high-cost IIBXimum security 
prison Ivllich they have staffed with highly paid predaninantly white ri..lcist Im1es ... This 
persecuLion and placenEnt of people of color in control units provi des space for white 
prisoners in the educatioll81 and training programs ... 
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NCI,I prisoner subscribers lviE no longer routinely rec ive infomntion packets and 
confinning letters when they ask Lo be put on the CPf~ Newsletter nuiling List . Ch .. :mges 
of addn~~;s notices lvill also no l onger be acknol,lledged oy letter . f"3iling list additions 
and address changes should go into efCE.'Ct lvithin 2 IIDnLht:> fran their J)()srnad(ed dJte . 
Hequests frx referrals and other corresolldence lvil] be ElI1slvereci lvithin 4 to 6 lveeks . 
Letters intended for publication I!1USt S<Jy "[b Print." 

~n1e O:Blition rrakes inJorrration available on resources i:.mel servriccs for prisoners . 
However , in !lnst cases we do not have direct experience 1".i.Lh the qualiLy or reli.a llii i Ly 
of the services pronded by the groups l,Ie nentioll. \'·!e strongly urge tll<:lt reElciers keep 
copies of all papers , especially l egal papers , sent to t hose offeri ng assistancr~ . 

SUPPORT DEATH ROW SUPPORT PROJECT 
Sorrers cr November 5, 1992 

I 'm working on a project to pro!lnte the I£ath ROI, SUPI)()rt Project. r need Lo expand 
.. ~j l.i .. ·;t of churches outside of Connecticut. rv'any papers run an ad page on Saturdays 
ill which C1'1urches invite people to care and worship with them. Please send rre thls page . 
""It also need llElI1l2S and addresses of any other r eligiOUS groups , justice organizations , and 
ariti-death penalty groups. Please send this inforrration to: Michael Ross, #127404, T:'eath 
Row - CX::IS, ro Pox 1m, Scxrers CT CW71. 

STAND TALL 
Indian Springs NV November 10, 1992 

On August 10, 1992, I wrote to you and told you how the state of Neva.da was feeding 
their prison irrutes neat that had been injected with experiIre ntal health care vaccines. 
Well , a civil suit has been filed in the U.S. Di.s trict Court. This suit was received and 
fi Led by the Court on September 7 , 1992 . All defendants have been served and they ' re 
now runni.ng around 1ike chickens with their heads cut ofL I know we have t hem very 
scared. 

On Septellll.x?r [$ , 1992 , T was roEed up and ruken Lo Uni L 8 (the Hole). Scxrehow, 
",ithout a vj cL iHi to call, T was found guHty of assauLt and oottery and gi ven 100 days 
J)j scj p1i.nary Segn'gat ion. [know why Lhis lvas done ; U1CY have to get rre m..ay fran the 
Legal Li hrary - uuL i L di.dn ' L work ~ ~ ~ 

... I f you' V(' goL a beef, sland up. [b!l' t leL them Lake everythi.ng frem you - stand 
t.dl.l ~~~ 

RECIPE FOR REAL CHANGE 
Ilunt sv i J lc T\ Nuv e mber Hl , 1<)92 

rnccn Li l'(, ;;c l)' in Texas did !loL reduce ove rcrlMd illg . "lncenLive !-luy" is a fancy WdY to 
S<-1y: "IIll , iJill 'L gunlld [li.ly !lO ilUlBLe here jn TeXE.Js ." 

\\hlt reduced prison overcrowd illg in Texas js i .1 C Icl.,-)s aCLion suit (J~uiz v. EsLelle e L u l. ') 
Lll<.lL ' S 1Jl.'e!l ill the cour ts for 20 yei:.lrs ~ 1he judge IIBlldaLecl a 9,)% cap and the probJ.oll 
s imply shj ft.ed Lo t..he ccullty jails . 

lb!l't expecL overcrowding Lo d i sn ppeGr , becaut:ie j t IV(.Jl1 ' t. Rca 1 change wHl cOire 1,11C!l 
10k s Lart Laking care of our kids. \ve got to put tlletl1 f i rsL , and then a couple of gcnem­
L i.ons rlolvn the rood, change will COlTe • • • 



MORE DEATH BY IMPRISONMENT 
los LWl3S NM November 17, 1992 

In the last three years , I have tri ed to get the Special M:lster to have an invesLiga­
tion into the deaths of i.nrrEtes of the N.M. Iepart.m:=nt of Corrections. Fach tine Lha L 
there has been an i.rumte who has died in the Le!Errnent of CorreCtions, the officials 
claim that the i.nrrEte died of an overdose... 

In the last two \\€eks, there have been Lwo i ruretes die fran an overdose anel one d Led 
fran not getting the medical treatment that he neC:'ded to save tLLs 1 i fe ... 

The Special t13ster has pranised that there \-lill be llil audit of t he Q}rrect i onal ~ed­
ical Systems ((}£) in January. There could be a 10L ohllllEtes die ~fore January ... 
1here are i.rumtes who are afraid to take the medication that is given to Ulsn by the 
medical staff of the CM3 in fear of being given an overdo'se of medicatjon . \ve have re­
jX)rted all of thls to the warden of tills instiLuLion and he will do nothing about .LL be­
cause the medical staff of CM3 has told him that -J.~ey are giving the pruper medication to 
each i.nrrEte ... 

When are the officials of the N. 1'1 Iepartment of Corrections goi.ng Lu stop these kill­
ings of irumtes of the N .M. Iepartn~nt of Corrections and Imen are the justi,ces ' of the 
U. S. District Court going to tack up their r ulings under the Duran decree'~ ... 

CEGA SERVICES MARKS 25 YEARS 
OCA Offender Services is proud to armounce our 25th year of providing services to the 

i.rumte carrnunity nationwide. Founded on the belLef that each cCXTnTunity has sufficienL re­
sources to serve those most in need, m:A Services routj nely I1Etches people in need anYlvhere 
in the United States with people Imo can fill thot need . .. Gary HiD , president and fOlUlder 
of CFLA Services SdyS , "Tn our work I"ith fl'ore than 68,0::0 indLvidwJs, we have never tolc! 
clients that no help :i S dvai lable - iL I1By not always be exact I y whaL i s requested, but it 
is enough to keep mind, body and spLrit together . The key to tlns sucess is found in the 
philosophy of helping people help Lhemselves. We provide only guidance L'llld supjX)rt. " 

If you are !raking plans for your releGSeand/or !Erole hearing, but don ' t know where to 
look for 8 job , housing , COLu1.Sel ·illg , e t c ., Or.:A Services can help you. \ve offer an Offender 
Referral Service which for a $lCJ .W prou:'ssi ng fee can help you l ocate appropriate agencies 
in the city of your choice to assisL wi LIl these Ileeds , and I1'Ore ... 

If you don't know where Lo look, or wlIan to conLact , contact OCA Services . \ve wj Ll 
l ocate the programs to assist you \\IiLh onpl oyment , hOUSing , counselillg , education or 8J1y­
thlng you lTBy need ujX)n r el ease . \~r j te Lo CECA Serv-ices , Iep!:. PP, ro Pox 81826, Linco I n 

NE 68,:£)1-L826 . 
Editors ' note : CELA Servjces , ul COllLLICt l.cIlLer, -Inc ., is the new 11dlle of their jJUst­

release program. 
Page 7 



Crime of the Month 
'Tlle new trade Ctgrc'\1fCnt :=1Imng l he 

II.S. , Canaela and ~'K'x i c() hilS smr f ine 
pri-'lt ahout t he costs of prescr ipLioll 
drllgs t lle1 L' s enollgh to nnkC' you I,nllt to 
LCtkr () l rrulrlui li ~( ' r . 

(or poril l i OIl Im's irlents have lx:'Cp 

l(' 11 illg liS for m:1Il 1 hs t hilt t he agrE"EITenL, 
e li led lhe Nor t h Anrricnll free Trarle 
i\gre('fTent . wi 1 L !T('i11l m:)r E' L rode (lIro ng t he 
') u)ulltri es and thr lr Forc cconmli c r ro­
gress . The ngr ecnrnt cer tDi nly dc)f's 
prov i de for Lhe r rce m:.)verrx:'nt 0 f nn ney 
<lC ross borders , a I l I,l lligh t t cont i nues to 
proh i bit t he f ree n'OVOlr nt of worl{cr s , 
l hill i s , 1<1 hor. Pri cr's for ons\ nner 
goods wi 1] care down , Lhey keep say 'Lng . 

P,u t t he ngreE!lrnt conta i ns sorrc 
f in pri nt nbout drug pr'ic ing t ha t gi ves 
all 'i rlea of sore of t he real corporate 
Aims of t he agr ee!ll:=nl. 

Tn t he U. S. , rln lg cc.mpanies can 
j)<'1 t en r a drug for 17 t o 20 years . During 
t haL tine , no other canpany can produce 
i L. (',ene r i c cop i ('s 0 f t he drug , which 
dranBti ca 1] y reduce the price , are pro­
hi l11 ted during that 17 to 20 year per iod. 

I n ('.aroda , hOI"ever, the l aw 1 i mi ts 
drug paLents to 7 to 10 years . Ml e r 
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aka CrimeToppers 
thaL , other canjXl11ies can produce the 
drug , bring ing down the price. 

As par t of t he free trade agrcenent, 
the C.anaelian Parlian-ent i s required to 
br i,ng j Ls drug-patent l aws, aJl(i there­
fore its pri ces , in line wi Lh those jn 

Lhe II.S. 
1.<l bor unions , organizati ons for the 

elder ly Mel Lhe health mi ni sters of 
Canada ' s provi nces are fight ing the 
change in the l aw , which i s expected to 
cost ranacljans a total of $4CX) mi, L b on 
a year. "'any of the harelesL hit wi J 1 I~ 
peap I e wi Lh chroni c illnesses I ike cancer 
I"ho need reguJ ar preseri ption drugs . 

Jus t as th '.i s news a bout drug pr Lces 
14dS bec:rnri ng known, the nedi a reporterl 
t hat Upjohn, the giant U.S . drug canpany, 
i s making a killi ng on the widely used 
sleeping pill J.la1cion. l-la1cion, maele in 
Puerto ~co, costs lIpjohn 10 cents t o make 
for every dollar i n sales . 

The outrageous prices for nedically 
necessary drugs in the IJ.S . is our Crime 
of the Month. 1t would be nice if sane 
U. S. attorney sanewhere would start get­
ting after sane of the really big ~rug 
(tealers j n this country ., 
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