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500
yearsofgenocide.

This
year,

1992,the
united

statesgovernm
ent

iscelebrating
500

years
ofgenocide.

Five
hundred

years
ago

the
N

ative
people

ofthis
land

w
elcom

ed
som

e
strange,

w
hite

people
w

ho
gotoffthree

large,
odd

boats.
The

new
com

ers,
led

by
colum

bus,
could

nothave
survived

w
ithoutthe

Indians'help,yettheir
kindness

w
as

m
istaken

forw
eakness

by
the

Europeans,
w

ho
began

to
destroy

the
N

ative
nations

of
the

A
m

ericas.

T
he

behavior
ofthe

E
uropeansw

as
crim

inal:
trespassing,theft,

m
urder,

and
a

total
disrespectofw

om
en,

including
rape

and
a

refusalto
recognize

Indigenous
w

om
en

leaders.
(M

any
ofthe

Indian
nations,

for
exam

ple
the

M
ohaw

k,w
ere

m
atrilineal.)

The
E

uropean
rulers

w
ere

continuing
behavior

begun
in

Europe,w
here

m
illions

ofw
om

en
(and

som
e

m
en,often

gay
m

en)
had

been
m

urdered
in

the
w

itch-burnings.
Peasantrebellions

had
been

brutally
suppressed,

and
the

property
ofJew

s
(driven

out
ofsouthern

E
urope

during
the

Inquisition)
had

been
stolen

and
then

used
to

finance
the

exploration
of

the
"new

w
orld."

The
colonizers

w
ere

driven
by

a
greed

thatcontinues
to

the
present.

C
arrying

on
in

the
tradition

ofcolum
bus,

the
u.s.

governm
ent

gave
the

Indians
blankets

full
ofsm

all
pox,and

forced
them

to
relocate

to
lands

considered
w

orthless.
T

hey
also

attacked
language

and
culture,

developing
a

protracted
psychological

w
arfare

thatscars
us

all.
A

nd
the

outright
m

urder
of

Indian
people

by
u.s.

"law
enforcem

ent"
agents

still
continues.

500
years

of
resistance.

This
year,

w
e

celebrate
500

years
ofresistance

by
Indigenous

people.
In

the
early

1500s,an
A

raw
ak

w
om

an
nam

ed
A

nacaona
led

an
uprising

againstthe
Spanish.

From
A

nacaona
to

C
razy

H
orse

to
Leonard

Peltier,
N

ative
people

have
foughtforthe

survivalof
their

lands,
their

culture,
and

their
people.

S
om

etim
es

resistance
has

m
eant

refusal
to

m
ove

from
sacred

lands,
like

at
B

ig
M

ountain.
Som

etim
es

itm
eans

keeping
traditional

m
usic

and
stories

alive,
and

som
etim

es
itm

eans
arm

ed
struggle

for
survival.

Tonightw
e

celebrate
500

years
ofresistance.

The
m

oney
raised

from
tonight's

eventwillgo
to

tw
o

places:
to

the
International

Tribunal,convened
by

AIM
(the

A
m

erican
Indian

M
ovem

ent)
and

to
N

orm
a

Jean
C

roy.

N
orm

a
Jean

C
roy

isa
N

ative
A

m
erican

Lesbian
im

prisoned
since

1978
fora

killing
she

did
notcom

m
it.

B
oth

she
and

her
brother,

Patrick
H

ooty
C

roy,
w

ere
shotin

the
back

by
police.

In
self-defense

H
ooty

shot
back

and
an

off-duty,
drunken

officerw
as

killed.
H

ooty
w

as
given

the
death

penalty
and

N
orm

a
Jean,

w
ho

never
even

touched
the

w
eapon,

w
as

given
a

life
sentence.

B
oth

are
still

living
w

ith
bullets

lodged
near

their
spinal

cords.

D
ue

to
public

pressure,
H

ooty
C

roy
w

as
retried.

T
he

jury
recognized

the
history

of
racism

and
Indian-killing

forsport
in

N
orthern

C
alifornia.

H
ooty

w
as

acquitted
on

grounds
ofself-defense

in
M

ay
1990.

D
espite

H
ooty's

acquittal,the
governm

ent
has

refused
to

release
N

orm
a

Jean
C

roy.


