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The material in this booklet was originally
presented as a program to celebrate the victory
of the people of Guinea Bissau, following the
declaration of independence. A collection of
quotations, poems, proverbs, photos and official
statements, it is offered as a celebration of a
victorious people's struggle against colonialism
and imperialism.

We are producing the booklet on the first anni-
versary of the assassination of PAIGC leader
Amilcar Cabral, whose writings on the signifi-
cance of culture to Revolution inspired our
original program.

The Chicago Committee for the Liberation of
Angola, Mozambique and CGuinea (CCLAMG) is organ-
ized to provige material and financial aid to
MPLA, FRELIMO, and PAIGC; to work to end U.S.
military and economic support of Portuguese
colonialism in Africa; and to help clarify the
links between the struggle of people in Africa
and our struggles for a better life in the
United States.

January, 19Tk CCLAMG
2546 N. Halsted St.
Chicago, Illinois 6061k
(312-348-3370)

The title of this booklet comes from the poem,
"Our Sure Road" by the Cape Verdian poet, Sam-
pajudo.

"owr sure road 45 pain and blood
Straight rnoad to the sun
The sun of our freedom...”

PROCLAMATION OF THE STATE OF
GUINEA BISSAU
by the People's National Assembly

"The cwuent ena of man's historny 48 characterized
by the struggle of peoples fon theirn ull emanci-
pation from colonialism, imperialism, racism and
all othen forms of domination and oppression hamp-
erning human development and dignity, peace and
prOgReAsS .

In the Libernated areas of Guinea Bissau, our
people, guided by the Partido Agricano da Inde-
pendencia da Guine e Cabo Vernde (PAIGC) under the
enlightened Leadership of its gounder and No. T
militant, Amilean Cabral, has, in the course of

17 yeans o4 political and armed struggle, construc-
ed a new Life and now possesses a copdtantly-
evolving administrative onganization, soclal and
cultunal services, a judicial system, a steadily
developing economy and nationak aumed 4orced....

At its meeting of 24 Septembern 1973 in the Boe
negion, the People's National Assembly, exphessing
the soverneign will of the people:

SOLEMNLY PROCLAIMS THE STATE OF GUINEA BISSAU

The State of Guinea Bissau 45 a sovereign, repub-
Lican, democratic, anti-colonialist and anti-
imperialist State whose primary objectives are
the complete Liberation of the people of Guinea-
Bissau and Cape Vernde and forging of a union be-
fween those two tewrnitondies forn the purpose 04
building a strong Agrican homeland dedicated to
proghess. The arrangements orn this wilon will
be determined, agten these two terrnitories are
Libenated, in accondance with the will of the
people.

The State o4 Guinea Bissau assumes the sacred
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duty of taking action to expedite, by every means,
the expulsion of the forces cf agghession of Port-
uguese colonlalism grom that part of the terwutony
04 Guinea Bissau which they stilL cceupy and Lo
intensify the struggle in the Cape Verde IsLands,
which gorm an integrnal and inalienable part o4

the national ternitony of the people 04 Guinea-
Bissaw and Cape Verde. ...

The State 04 Guinea Bissau assumes responsibility
for promoting the economic advancement of the
country, thereby creating the material basis gon

the development of culture, science, and technology,

with a view to the continuing Lmprovement of the
sockal and economic Living standards of our pop-
wlation and with the ultimate aim of achieving
a Life of peace, well-being and progress gorn all
our country's childnen....."

PEOPLE'S NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
Boe region, 24 September, 1973

On September 24, 1973, the West African nation

of Guinea-Bissau declared its independence from
Portugal. By November, T4 nations throughout
Africa and the world had recognized the new re-
public., The declaration of independence culminates
five centuries of militant struggle, and follows

a ten-year war against Portuguese rule, led by

the African Party for the Independence of Guinea
and Cape Verde, the PAIGC, The declaration came

at the first meeting of the newly elected National
Assembly held in the southeastern region of Boe

in liberated Guinea Bissau. The 120 delegates

had been chosen a year before in popular elections
held throughout the areas liberated from Portuguese
control. The Assembly adopted a coanstitution
establishing a 15-person Council of State, headed
by Luis Cabral, Deputy Secretary General of PAIGC
and brother of the late party leader, Amilcar
Cabral, assassinated by Portuguese agents in

January 1973. Aristedes Pereira was chosen to
head the Party as Secretary General.

In desperation, Portugal called the declaration

of independence a mere "propaganda stunt". How-
ever, the United Nations General Assembly supported
the new republic when 94 countries voted to comdemn
Portugal as a "'foreign aggressor" in the "sovereign
state of Guinea Bissau." The United States, true
to its ally, voted with 5 other countries in deny-*
ing the existence of the new republic.
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Located on the west coast of Africa between Senegal
on the North and the Republic of Guinea (Conakry)

on the East and South, Guinea Bissau covers 14,000
square miles and holds a population of approximately
800,000, with a high population density of 40 per-
sons per square mile., A diverse terrain allows
abundant wet rice to be cultiwated along the coast-
al lowlands, while groundnuts, millet, and cattle
are raised on the savannah plateaus of the interior.
The major language groups are the Balante(200,000), "
the Mandjak (110,000), the Fula (80,000) and the
Mandinka (70,000); and the Pepel, Mancagne, Felup,
Bissagos, and others all number around 200,000
including those living on Cape Verde, 350 miles

west and north of the Guinean mainland.




Africa Agrica
wake up and cry
Libesty
Agrica Africa
Guns 4in your hands
Forn 4independence
Viva Guine and
Cape Verde
Viva Angola
Mo zambAque
Sao Tome
We shall put down
Colonlalism
ALL oun Land
Al our Land
1t's fon oun people
We shall put down
Imperialism
With thein guns,
with their money
We don'zt need them
What we want 44 a
New Africa
Africa Africa

Viva Guine e
Cabo Vende
Viva Angola
Mo zambAique
Sao Tome.

Song of Freedom Fighters
in Guinea Bissau, from
No pintcha,T. Ogawa, 1972.

PORTUGUESE COLONTALISM IN GUINEA BISSAU

Portuguese domination in Guinea Bissau is older
than colonialism itself. From the fifteenth
through the eighteenth centuries Guinea Bissau
and the Cape Verde Islands were the center of
Portugal's flourishing trade in slaves, gold and
ivory. Plantations and trading posts were set
up in Cape Verde, which became the center for
Portuguese administration. Africans from the
mainland were carried as slaves to Cape Verde,
or sent on to Brazil.

It was only in the nineteenth century, when the
rest of Europe began its scramble for African land
and resources, that Portugal formally colonized
its "territories" (including alsc Angola and
Mozambique ) and attempted to penetrate the inter-
ior of Guinea Bissau. The verb "to colonize"
cannot adequately describe the process that then
tock place., For Portugal inflicted the harshest
forms of forced labor, racial degradation by 1ts
policy of "assimilation", cultural destruction

via its "eivilizing mission", and economic exploi-
tation that left the Guineans without adequate
food, shelter, health care, or the means to subsist.
Owing to the Guinean people's strong resistance to
assimilation, as well as to Portugal's own parti-
cular brand of racism, in 500 years less than 3%
of the African population was "assimilated.,"
Furthermore, even under colonial rule, the occupy-
ing Portuguese were never able to extend their
presence into the whole territory, and they made
no effort to settle more than a few enclaves.
Despite the official policy of assimilation, the
Portuguese showed no interest in developing the
area for the welfare of its inhabitants, who were
regarded as no more than a source of unlimited,

if involuntary labor. And the forced labor exact=-
ed-ivs:toll in bloed.




Now dreams

Are not available
To the dreamens,
Nor songs

To the Singens.

In some Lands
Dark night
And cold steel
Prevail ----
But the dream
WLl come back
And the song

Break
1ty Jail,
Langston Hughes
Oppression

THE MOVEMENT FOR NATTONAL LIBERATION BEGINS

"The violence which has ruled over the onderning o4
the colonial worlkd, which has ceaselessly drummed
the rhythm forn the destruetion of native social
forms and broken up without reserve the systems

14 neference of the economy, the customs of dress
wnd external Lige, that same violence will be
Laimed and taken over by the native in the moment
vhen, deciding to embody history inm his own per-
son, he sunges into the forbidden quartens."

Franz Fanon
The Wretched of the Earth

"In September 1956, meeting secretly 4in Bissau,

a gew Afrnicans decided to embody history in thein
own persons. They formed the African Party for
Independence o Guinea and Cape Vende I1sLands
(PAIGC). They numbered exactly six, Ancluding
Amlean Cabral, who was thein guiding spirit;

but they knewwhere they were going. They proceed-
ed to peaceful appeals for political and social
change, and were answered by silence and increased

= n
hephession, Basil Davidson

The Liberation of Guine

"On 3 August 1959, at a crucial functure in the
histony of the struggle, the Portuguese colonioal-
A8ts committed the massacre of Pidgiguiti, 4in which
the dock workens of Bissau and the rivern trhansport
slnikens wene the vietims, and which, at a cost

04 50 killed and over 100 wounded, was a paingful
Lesson fon our people, who Learned that there was
no question of choosing between a peaceful struggle
and anmed combat; the Ponrtuguese had weapons and

were prepared to RALL,"
BTCRAER Amilcar Cabral

Address to the United Nations, 1972

It became increasingly evident to the leaders of
PAIGC, however, that a colonial revolt by itself
would not be sufficient to achieve true national
independence...

"There is no people on earth which, having been
subjected to the imperialist yoke (colonialist on
neo-colonialist), has managed to gain its independ-
ence without victims. The imporntant thing is to
determine which fonms of vioLence have to be wsed
by the national Liberation fonrces in orden not only
Lo answer the violLence of Amperialism but also to
Answre through the struggle the final victory of
thein cause, true national independence. The past
and present experiences of various peoples, the
present situation of national Liberation struggles
in the workd (especially in Vietnam, Congo, and
Zimbabwe) as well as the situation of permanent
violence...show us not only that compromises with
Amperialism do not work, but also that the normal
way of national Liberation, imposed on peoples by
Amperialist nepression, is armed struggle.”

--Amilcar Cabral, 1966
"The Weapon of Theory"




"By the end of 1962 they were ready forn warfare.
Vet it was fo be warnfare not simply to chase out
the Portuguese, but above all to neonganize the
counthy on new Lines. 14 there had to be warfare,
t was to be forn revolutionarny ends...Mere nevolt,
no matter how successful, couwld never in Ltsels
Justify the sufferings Lt would cause... Revolt
must amply revolution, on it would be better not
to stant at afl.”

--Davidson, The Libex-

ation of Guine

But a great deal of work was necessary before
armed struggle would be possible. A group of
reliable organizers had to be recruited and train-
ed before they could set about the long task of
organizing the Guinean villages. A PAIGC militant
once described how he would go about the job of
convincing the villagers that the struggle to be
waged was their own:

"So you go into a village after finding out
about the eldern, the man who has moral authority
in the village; and you're dressed as a peasant.
Fiwst of akl, T ask 4on the eldern., Then T gheet
him and ask fon hospitality. The Balante are very
hospitable. The elder answers my ghreetings and
shouts for food to be prepared.

When the food auviives, 1 Look at what they've
brought., 1x's nrare they bring nice or chicken.
14 there's only rnice with palmoil sauce, 1 say Zo
the elden:

"Fathern, why do you give me only rice?

The Balante are a hospitable people.'

'"T am a poor man., No chickens.'

'But how's that, fathen? You've been working
all yourn Lige and you haven't even a single
cock in yourn yard?'

"My son, why ask such things. 1 used to have
cows, Lambs too, but the whites have taken
them fon tax.'

L WA B Tl

o

[ g 5 Rat SR

"And does At sult you, fathern, what the
whites are doing?'

"1t doesn't suit me, But what can T do?
They're too strong.'

So far I've been getting an idea about what
the ofd man is Like. He's already told me he
doesn't Like the coloniclists., But 1 have asked
no big questions, 1've said nothing important yet.,
Now T go a bit furthen.

'"Father, if by chance there's something that
could give you a better Life tomorrow, would
you -be in favour vf it?'

'T would be in favout,'

'Well then, think about it. For now we have
a Party that fights the Pontuguese s0 we can
be free and 50 you can keep what you get by
your wonk,'

- in Davidson, The Liberation of Guine
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THE ARMED STRUGGLE BEGINS

1961

On the third of August, 1961, PAIGC began direct
armed action. Starting with sabotage, the struggle
progressively developed until in January, 1963,

the people's guerrilla war was definitively
launched in the South, with only three or four
pistcls, half a dozen guns, and many farm tools.
By the middle of 1963, 15 percent of the country
had been liberated.

1963

The Portuguese responded by sending in a force
which grew from 5,000 troops in 1963, to

45,000 in 1973, concentrated in the towns and a
few countryside posts,

1964

In 1964, the Portuguese attempted to regain lost
territory by attacking Como Island, but they were
soundly defeated after a T5-day seige., They lost
900 soldiers, a seriously large amount of material,
and were forced to withdraw., This defeat of the
Portuguese only contributed to the ranks of PAIGC
by inspiring almost 1,000 new volunteers for their
army. Today Como Island is one of the most de-
veloped liberated areas.

1965-67

By 1965-66 PAIGC had liberated half the national
territory; and by 1967 the entire guerrilla force
had been incorporated into the regular armed
forces of PAIGC, called FARP (People's Revolutionary
Armed Forces). While the people's militia de-
fended the liberated territories, the regular
forces (FARP) advanced to the fronts. It became
increasingly obvious to Portugal that the only way
they would be able to fight this war was from the
alr. This new effort was later to include bio-
logical and psychological warfare pattered on

the U.S5. model in Vietnam.
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1968-69

Thus the Portuguese have been put completely on
the defensive., Despite air backing a poor country
like Portugal cannot maintain the high casualities
and loss of material and weapons, so only a few
bases remain in the countryside. Bissau and
Bafata, the two largest towns, continue to be
Portuguese enclaves, although since 1971 they have
been insecure because of PAIGC attacks,

1970-T1

The years 1970 and 1971 introduced the Guinean
people to the use of Napalm and herbicides by
desperate Portuguese troops. In the spring of
1971, the enemy began to launch fragmentation
bombs which destroy houses, foliage, trees, and
everything within thousands of feet from the
center of explosion. Villages, bridges, schools,
camps, hospitals, all are wiped out, but only
until they can be rebuilt or moved to another
place within the country. Nothing is a perman-
ent setback; always you can hear the call

"No Pintcha!" - "Forward" - it is the only way
to go.

By the end of 1971 more than two-thirds of the
population is living in liberated territory.

"THE GUERRILLA WALKS PROUDLY ON THE LAND,
WHILE THE LITTLE PORTUGUESE COMMANDS THE CLOUDS"

- Song of school children
in liberated Guinea Bissau

1973
Since all supply to the Portuguese troops must come

from the air, they are extremely vulnerable. PAIGC
takes the initiative in this war. From March to
May, 1973, PAIGC shot down fourteen Portuguese
planes, for the first time using anti-aircraft
missiles, Thus the PAIGC poses a serious challenge
and threat to Portugal's supremacy of the air.
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", ..aside from the wounded, the dead, the enemy
aincrafgt, the bombs, the fighting men, the poli-
tical wonkens, the militants, the Party - how
many objfective realities stLLL fo count! Here
with ws - did you ghasp L£? - everything As
objective neality: women, children, men, thees,
spiits  plowens, even the dead. For we are
a soclety o4 the Living and the dead; and that is
not a weakness. On the contharny, it's a strength
against the sacnigfices we must make."

- Amilcar Cabral, PAIGC

THE LONG DAY'S MARCH
AL the walls will give way
To the fury of our feet
And no one will falten in the Long day's march
Which waits 4on the blood
To devour the dust on the noads
Drunk with our shouting
We shall darken the Landscape from afar
From the penal colonies
We shall at Least smile up at the starn-Light.

- Onesimo Silveira
PAIGC Militant

Napalmed village being guarded by a member of the
peoples' militia.
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ENEMIES AND FRIENDS

"Everyone knows that Portugal does not make any
atrnernagt, not even as toys forn children., Ouwr A4t-
uation - this Portuguese aggression against ourn
people - also involves the allies o4 Porntugal,
including Great Britain and the United States.
And there too our struggle brings anothen gain:
AL teaches us to know the friends and enemies of
our people, Aprica.”

— Amilcar Cabral

Some of the weapons used by Portuguese troops
and where they come from:

- Reconnaisance jets and bombers - West Germany
Alouette helicopters - France

Frigates, gunboats - Britain and Holland
B-25s, B-26s, helicopters - U.S.A.
Herbicides, napalm, defoliants = U.S.A.

Plus guns, boats, and ammunition from NATO.

Not to mention the $436.5 million in economic aid
and credits offered to Portugal by the U.S. in 1971
under the "Azores Agreement."

"The State o4 Guinea Bissau regards the strengthening
0f the Links of solidarnity and soldierly brothen-
hood between our people and all peoples of the
Porduguese colonies as one 0§ the fundamental
principles of its foreign policy; Lt stands in
solidanity with the peoples struggling fon thein
greedom and independence in Africa, Asia and Latin
?mem@ca %nd with all Arab peoples gighting against
s -Proclamation of Independence

5

The people of Guinea are linked to those fighting
against Portuguese colonialism in Mozambique, Angola,
Sao Tome and Principe, through the Conference of

the Nationalist Organizations in the Portuguese
Colonies (CONCP), which is made up of representa-
tives of PAIGC, MPLA (Popular Movement for the
Liberation of Angola), FRELIMO (Mozambique Liber-
ation Front), and CLSTP (Council for the Liberation
of Sao Tome and Principe). People in the Portuguese-
occupied areas of Africa know that their struggle

is one, and that this struggle is linked to the

rest of Africa, especially the areas of Southern
Africa still dominated by white minority regimes.

PAIGC receives material aid first of all from
other African countries through the Organization
of African Unity, then from progressive nations
and people all over the world.

MY BROTHER

My brothen
A8 not he who was born
grom the womb of my mother.

He 48 the one who in the fgree paths ]
dninks with me today the water of the same river,
sLeeps

widen the same sky,

s4ngs with me

the same songs 0f wart.

My brothern is the one who forgets himself:
iﬁe Libernation of his people
A8 his neason for £iving.

My brothen
A5 that one
at my sdide
who §Aights.

- Mozambique Revolution




16

THE INSTITUTIONS OF NATTONAL RECONSTRUCTION

Ten years of armed struggle against Portuguese col-
onialism has been paralleled by the PAIGC's efforts
at national reconstruction of the economy and social
and cultural institutions. These efforts are re-
flected in the many schools, health centers and
cultural institutions which are for the first time
serving the needs of the people. All these have
been built in the midst of napalm bonbs, herbicides,
and other forms of terror used by the Portuguese.
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This mask of the goddess NIMBA-KAMATCHOL is
a symbol of the cultural heritage of the
"Nalus" in southern Guinea Bissau. Seized
by the Portuguese authorities, it was re-
covered from the Colonial Museum in Bissau
by PAIGC militants.

1T

EDUCATION

After 500 years of Portuguese domination.o..

©0099% of the Guinean people remained illit-
erate; less than 3% of the population were in
primary and secondary schools, and even fewer
people were allowed to go beyond the elementary
level. A total of 56 secondary schools had been
established in the country, 11 government and L5
missionary. Only 1b university graduates were the
achievement of the 500-year "civilizing mission."

Now, in the areas liberated by PAIGC...

...education is the cornerstone of the new
nation. By 1972 PAIGC had established more than
245 primary schools, with over 250 teachers and an
enrollment of more than 20,000 students. In school
Guineans, young and old, learn the reasons for the
struggle, the policy and ideology of PAIGC, as well
as history, geography, math, natural sciences, and
language..

One of PAIGC's highest priorities has been the
development of literacy among the people, for they
know it is the means of liberating minds and creat-
ive abilities. A mass literacy campaign has been
instituted. Primary education is obligatory and
free. Teaching and technical training centers

have been established in the liberated areas, along
with programs in national liberature and arts and
physical education, all non-existent under the
Portuguese.

In addition, PAIGC has two military schools inside
liberated Guinea which focus on adult literacy
training. By 1972, 497 civil servants and pro-
fessionals were trained to administer PAIGC opera-
tions inside liberated areas. Each of the three
military fronts has a boarding school through the
fourth grade, and the best students are selected
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for further training in academic, administrative
and military services. In June 1973, a graduation
ceremony was held for over T00 students in the
northern front.

The progress of PATGC in education is well demon-
strated by the simultaneous regression of the
Portuguese, In 1968-69, the Portuguese claimed
to have 815 teachers in 342 schoolsj in the fol=~
lowing year, as PATIGC expanded its control of the
countryside, the Portuguese claimed only

458 teachers and 241.schools,

.+ .Fonge simple wonds
that even the children can
undess tand
words whidich will enten
every house
Like the wind
and fall
Like ned hot embers
on our people's souls.

In our Land
Bullets are beginning to fLowen.

- Jorge Rebelo
FRELIMO

Student helping to construct a school in Guinea Bissau
where classrooms are thatched with palm leaves, and
desks and chairs made from branches
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HEALTH SERVICES

When armed struggle broke out in 1963, there were
only 4 doctors in the countryside. Most trained
doctors stayed in the cities and did not serve the
masses of people Now, after 10 years, PAIGC has
40 doctors inside Guinea Bissau.

PAIGC has a central hospital in each of the country's

three regions, smaller hospitals at the sector
level (3 or 4 small villages), and health centers
within the sectors. Health teams frequently visit
villages to bring medical care to the sick who
cannot be moved, to evacuate others to the health
centers or hospitals, and to instruct the people
in childcare and hygiene. The hospitals are all
directed by Guinean medical doctors, and each
mobile health team consists of a male and female
nurse,

One hospital complex, Simon Mendes Military Hospi-
tal in the Sara region, is staffed by 10 doctors
and 15 nurses. There is a hut for general consul-
tation and dispensary work, another for operations
such as appendectomies, amputations, and caesarian
births, and a set of buildings to house the staff
and another for patients,

Although the hospital is officially for "military"
use, the majority of patients are civilian, coming
to be treated for a variety of diseases - malaria.
bilharzia, sleeping sickness, skin diseases, in-
testinal infections, etc. An idea of how many
people the hospital serves can be obtained from
hospital records: January to April, 1973 - 1,180
patients for consultationj 177 hospitalized, 25
of whom suffered from military wounds.

In addition, PATGC has established numerous
"sanitary brigades" which travel throughout the
liberated zones for innoculation programs and
health education. Large-scale vaccination cam-
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paigns are periodically carried out by PAIGC. In
1971, they effectively protected the people in the
liberated areas from a cholera epidemic widespread
in neighboring Senegal and the Republic of Guinea
(Conakry). This was accomplished in the absence

of electricity and refrigeration.

Malnutrition is a big health problem, partly caused
by the systematic slaughter of livestock by Port-
ugugese troops in an effort to defeat PAIGC's
program of national reconstruction. As a result,
PATIGC devotes much time to eccouraging people to
raise livestock. Life expectancy has gone up con-
siderably in 10 years, where under the Portuguese
more than 50% of the children died before age two.

ECONOMIC ORGANIZATION

The People's Store is the backbone of the economy
in the liberated areas., First organized by PAIGC
in the mid—l960's, the stores have now been set up
throughout the countryside. Villagers bring their
produce to the stores and exchange their goods for
basic necessities such as clothing, cooking uten-
sils, and food. In areas remote from distribution
centers, economic brigades bring goods to the
people., Through the people's stores local produce
such as rice, palm oil and hides, is also recycled
to military units, schools and health centers, and
some is now even being used to generate foreign
exchange., PAIGC has also established a tailor shop
which can be commissioned to make clothes in return
for vouchers, and has set up a separate fabri-
cation center which makes all military clothing.

By 1967 the Guineans were producing enough rice not
only to feed the people in the liberated areas

and the PAIGC army, but to export! 1In contrast,
rice had to be imported into the Portuguese-
occupied areas., PAIGC has also been able to ex~—
port cola nuts, beeswax and crocodile skins, for
prices far lower than the Portuguese ever offered.,
PAIGC is now thinking of introducing its own cur-
rency.
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The Portuguese have been unable to exploit the rich
bauxite and timber resources of Guinea due to the
war. These resources await the opportunity for
development by free Guineans in the future.

The redistribution of land, formerly plantations
under the Portuguese, has also been carried out
by PAIGC, Land is farmed collectively, but the
Party is particularly sensitive to consider
traditional and loeal customs with regards to land
and production as it pushes for more progressive
and collective agricultural practices,

"Ye 4ight to get back owr Land and crops. Thrwugh
the struggle we know we are powergul. Nowadays

we have 4chools and can consult a docton. We

saw why it 48 Ampontant to gight...."

- 8 peasant in the South

Peasants greeting PAIGC leader, Amilcar Cebral,
at a meeting inside liberated Guinea Bissau ,1972.
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POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS

Under the guidance of PAIGC, the people have organ-
ized themselves to run their own lives, from the
most basic level on up:

"We've held elections forn a Parnty committee Ain each
village. We call it a "tabanca" committee (fabanca
45 Guinea-Creole forn vilZage]. In genernal, Lt is
composed of three men and three women, and A5
elected by the entire village. We explain behore-
hand the way in which they must get onganized, the
tasks they have to carny out, and the basic prin-
clples of the Party., Young people are often elected.
The old people haven't always been happy Zo see
thein places in the village Leadership taken oven
by the young., ALmost all 0§ ourn fdghterns are young.
But then again, since everybody, old and young, had
had enough of the Portuguese, even the ofd ones who
at gt dragged thein feet finally came around.

So anyhow, committee officerns are elected by the
villagerns., We in the Party are consulted, and we
decide fo suppornt a candidate on the basis of the
work she/he has already accomplished for the Party,
and of the esteem in which the othern peasants hold
him/hen, 1In principle, the peasants' choice A4
nespected, 1§, in ourn opinion, they have chosen
badly, we Leave the candidate in office. We wait
fon the peasants to realize theirn mistake by them-
selves. Natuwrally, the Party nesenrves the right
Lo nemove those who use theirn prerogatives in thein
own interests,

We don't want a new chieftainship system., A new
committee 4is elected at the peasants' nequest; and
elections arne also held periodically just to

avoid what you might call hardening of the
arntenies,

Tie village committee has several tasks, At the
present stage, one of the most imporntant is Zo
1ncrease agriculiural production, 80 that there
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Wikl be plenty of rnice for both families and
fightens. The fightens also produce rice, millet, Militants greeting a peasant. The struggle has
ete., but thein food 4s supplied mainly by the broken down the barriers of tribe and language.
village. We've created new collective filelds 50 i

that the villagens can produce for the fightens.

The village committee also fakes care of the militia,
which consists of young people who are not FARP
gighters but guevnilla porntidans with rigles and

no uniforms. They are part of the village's self-
defense group. In certain zones, they play an
ofpensive role, They -Live in the village and are
thans fered grom place to place accornding to the
requinements of ourn struggle. Obviousty, they

are volunteerns, They join us because 0§ the pol-
Atical work in the villages . This work {4 done Ain
the Local Language.

Political work means getting the people to know
about the Party and explaining why we exist and.
what we want. We explain what colonialism means .
At ginst, we explain that Guinea .sn'zt Porntugal
and that we can govern owwselves without the Pont-
uguese taking our Livestock, without heavy foxes,
and blows, and fear of the Pontuguese. We explain
that what's happening henre isn't an act of God,
and that it's already happened in a Lot of other
countries, We have to show our people that the
workd doesn't end at thein villages. Our probLem
45 to make them understand the present Level o4
the struggle, that fact that the struggle doesn't
concern just tnein village but all of Guinea, and
that it's not simply a naticnal but also an intern-
national struggle. We have to make them aware
that in ondern to advance, they must guarantee
the struggle's continuity, Zhey must take charge
04 thein own destiny by s0lving thein problLems
on the village Level, developing production,
sending thein children to school, and holding
frequent meetings.

- Chico, Political Commissar, Northern Interregion

Armed Struggle in Africa (G. Chaliand)
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ADMINSTRATION OF JUSTICE

In 1969 a judicial system was set up in the liber-
ated areas., Village courts, composed of three
elected villagers, were given jurisdiction to
settle minor disputes and cases of petty theft;
Judegments are given on the basis of traditional
customary law and are aimed at preserving harmony
among the villagers. Fines may be imposed, and
if the convicted person does not pay the fine, he
may be required by the Perty to do some form of
compulsory labor, such as transporting military
equipment. PAIGC does not maintein prisoans, both
for economic reasons and because it believes in
rehabilitation.

Appeals from the village courts are handled by
sectoral courts, composed of five members. The
sectorial -~ourt can also try more serious offenses
and hand down sentences of up to tive years
compulsory labor.

The military court is the highest permanent judi-
cial body and is composed of three PAIGC members
and two elected representatives. This court can
review decisions of the two lower courts and try
cases of espionage, homicide and rape. In cases
of high treason, the death penalty is sometimes
handed down. The courts are independence cf the
Party and the armed forces. All court hearings
are public, and the accused may either plead his
own defense, be represented by a person of his
choice, the Representative of the Secretary of
Justice, or a villager chosen by the Representative.
Any convicted person may appeal to the Secretary
General of PATGC,

The most important task confronting the Jjudicilal
authorities is that of preparing a civil and penal
code for liberated Guinea, one that is popularly
inspired and based on African customs and values,
but which could also combat undesireable practices
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such as forced marriage. PAIGC has authorized
the village courts or tribunals to grant divorces
and to ensure that no woman is forced to remain
with a husband against her will.

* % % *

THE POSITION OF WOMEN

The necessities of armed struggle have provided

a catalyst for many changes which go far beyond
defeating the Portuguese. National Reconstruction
is one such changej; social reorganization of

roles and relationships is another; and the eman-
cipation of women to be full participants in the
society is yet another. All are teaking place in
Guinea Bissau in the carving out of the new
society from the old.

A PATIGC militant speaks to the heart of the problem:

"The situation is the same all over Africa. We
werne the slaves of the sfaves. But no Longer.
Our Party undernstands that the struggle could not
advance without women. Women are more numeroud
in oun countrny than men. The struggle cannot be
waged without over half the population. At the
beginning of the stwggle, the Party made a call
to women to participate at all fLevels, even when
the Party was clandestine. Now there are
Tabancas - committees of give that govern the
villages - and at Least two of Zhese must be
women. Sometimes four are women., We know that
we must defeat the customs that keep women from
Leadernship. We are sure that our men are 4in
accond with us but we often have to combat their
mentalities. Religion sometimes does not allow
women to advance. Women constantly struggle against
these barniens. 1In the Executive Committée there
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i8 one woman. Presently, in the Liberated area

An the South there is a woman who directs national
heconstrwetion. We have great nespect gorn the
women of Vietnam. We have not been able to achieve
the Level that they have. We do not have a com-
mandern of a battallion who {8 a woman. But our
women are involved in the gighting. We also have
women in the diplomatic corps. We are not emanci-
pated, but we are in the process.”

- Lucretta Andrade, PAIGC
And another woman militant expresses similar hope:

"We are well aware that the Long and difficult
path has not yet been compleied, but now there

48 nothing which stands 4in the way for women 0§
our country to marnch towarnd the Liberation §rom
all sonts of oppression. This 48 the crwedlal -
gactorn forn the thwe national and social Liberation
0§ ouwr people.”

- Ana Marie Cabral, PAIGC

Cabral himself admitted this problem in an informal
talk with Afro-Americans in New York City in Oct-
ober, 19T72:

v..But we have big probLems fo sofve and we have
a great problem (concerning women) with some of
the Leadens of the Party. We have,even myself,
Lo combat ounselves on this problem, because we
have to be able to cut this cultural element, with
A8 noots, until the day we put down this bad
thing -- the exploitation of women. But we made
great proghess in this field 4in these ten yeans."

- A. Cabral, "Connecting the
Struggles" in Return to the Source
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Other signs of the advance towards the total
emancipation of women are that polygamy, practiced
by many Guineans before independence and under the
Portuguese, is declining since the peginning of
armed struggle. At the same time, intertribal
marriages are increasing as a Guinean national
consciousness begins to transcend old tribal
allegiences in the liberated areas. When marriages
do take place, PAIGC tries to ensure that hus-
band and wife are making this decision freely

and independently. PAIGC asttempts to teach by
education and example, so that such changes do not
wrench people from their traditions against their
will too fast, serving to alienate them from
PAIGC and the goals of the new society.

A yogng mother and child listening to members of the UN
special mission to liberated Guinea Bissau, April 1972
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SOLIDARITY

Freedom-loving people all over the world support
the struggle of PAIGC against Portuguese colonial-
ism and their imperialist allies. This support
takes many forms - military materials, educational
supplies, agricultural equipment. But an equally
important expression of solidarity, especially from
people within the countries allied with Portugal,
is political support and actions to expose and end
complicity with Portuguese colonialism,

Here in the United States, solidarity is expressed
by actions directed against those forces which seek
to oppress working people here as well as the

people in Guinea Bissau - the military, big business,
and corrupt political leaders.

"ro end up with, 1 should Like to make one Last
point about solidanity between the international
working class movement and our national Liberation
sthuggle. Thene are two alternatives: edlther we
admit that there hreally is a struggle against
Amperialism which interests everybody, on we deny
i, 1§, as would seem grom all the evddence,
Amperialism exists and L8 thying simulianeously
Lo dominate the wonrking class in all the advanced
countries and smother the national Liberation
movements in all the underdeveloped countries,
then there 48 only one enemy against whom we are
gighting. 1§ we are g§ighting togethenr, then 1
think the main aspect of our solidarnity 4 extreme-
Ly simple: Lt 48 to fight - 1 don't think there
A8 any need to discuss this very much., We are
sthuggling in Guinea with guns in our hands, you
must struggle in your countries as well - 1 don't
say with guns in your hands, 1'm not going to Zell
you how to struggle, that's your business; but
you must gind the best means and the best forms og
gighting against our common enemy: 1this is the
best gorm of solidarity.

| —————— i ———

R——
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are, of counse, other secondany 6omn4 oé '
Igﬂfwd,ty: 6pubwh,<’ng ma,tejzj.q,(’., sending medicine,
ete; 1 can guarantee you that if Ltomorrow we make
a breakthrough and you are engaged in an auned
stuggle against imperialism...we will send you
some medicine too.

- A. Cabral, Revolution in Guinea

*X%%

THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES

The Portuguese still cling desperately to their
strongholds in the mainland of Guinea Bissau,

and they still control the Cape Verde Islands.
PAIGC will continue to fight for the total liber-~
ation and eventual unification of the mainland

and the islands.

The liberation struggle in Guinea Bissau continues...
the struggle for land, for education, for health
care, for equality and Justice...the struggle to
grow enough food, the struggle to read and write,
the struggle to live beyond the age of five, the
struggle to expel a foreign occupying power...

the struggle to control ones own destiny. That

is the history that the people of Guinea Bissau

are making.

A Luta Continua! The Struggle Continues!

No Pinteha! Forwarnd!
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"You Loved the splendour of our §orests which
Sheltern our partisan bases, which protect our
populations and protfected you as well grom those
criminal bombings. These ornesis are now a real
dtrhength for our people, gor our sthuggle. Be-
fore, they were a weakness, because we were agraid
04 ourn fornests, sacred bastions of inans and every
kind of spinit. Now we are agraid no Longen;
we have conquered and mobilized the spinits of
the fonest, twwned this wekaness .into a strengith.
That is what sthwggle means: Lwwing weakness
M Aﬂlengdlo L

- A, Cabral to a foreign

visitor in liberated Guinea




