
. , 
~. 

I 

.. 
• 

6, 

A 'BRIEF HISTORY OF LESBIAN OPPRESSION: 
,OR, IF LESB;ANISM IS SO GROOVY" HOW"COME ,EVERYONE, HATES US?", . .. . . .. . - .,. .. 

/ 

, ! 

:: .-: ~ "'1 ' " 

~ia is th~ part about" Beaven that' has never' been t~ld':, " , 
Atter the Fall ot Satan (and ashe tefl, Luciter 'ut,tered ::~, 
a loud-cry,'heard trom one End ot ~orever-an~-no-end to 
the' other), ,all the' Angels" ',Arles,; Taurus, Gemini,' Cancer., ,,­
Leo, Virgo, Libra, ,Scorpio~, :Sagitarius, Capricornus" ';, " 
Aquarius,' Pisces, ,all, all gathered together, 'so close' , 

"they were not 'recognizabl~:' one trom the othe~; And not -',' 
nine Months later, there was heard under the Dome' o~ 
Heaven. a great Crowing, ~d.':.f.~m the Midst. an Egg', as '" ' 
incredible, as a thing torgQ'tten~~ f'ellto Earth" and, ' . 
striking, split and hatched,'and' f'rom out, of', it stepped '"' 
'one saying ~Pardon me; I must be going!" And this 'was 
the first woman born with a ,p~,tt:~rence;, " ',' '.~ 

•. _. lop •• 

Atter this the Ange ls parted',·' :a:nd on the' f'ace Qt each 
was the Mother look. . " 

" 
Why was that? 

pi.26 , ' ,', 
Ladies Almanack 

, 
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by Dj~~ Barnes (1928) 
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It is very;ditf'icult'to t17 :to construct ,an accurate picture . 
of' 'lesbian, oppre'ssion or ,even ot the, existence of' 'lesbians' 
throughout history. Even the most progressive history books' 
would h~ve,:Us: ,believe 'that'Sappho and' Gertrude Stein wer, ,the 
only lesbians that ever existed. Ourinf'ormation must be drawn 
f'rom literature, the bible, 'anciept,law,and our 'fragmented 

, "" , " ' knowledge of' ,people s ' history~" .,' ,,'.' ", ......... '. . -. . . . ~ -. ,-.. . .. 

I 
It we look at' ~he' h~stOry ot :woin~n~i ~ ~pp're;ss1~n and 'ie~bian I -

oppreSSion" we can see that ant1-homosexuality'is determined, 
.by the need to control ,the people, to es tab lish "order" in', ' 

'\v the f'orm' of' the nuclear family, and' to, procr~ate. ' 
'." ~-."' i .. ~.''''.'.:'''.!:; .. ' ":.". . . 

The earliest inf'ormation we have 'dates back:to about l750B.C. 
Homosexuali ty not only' existed but, was' accepted (at least -as 
a religious rite), 'throughout the world. Most cultures worshipped' 

, a female ce1ty at this time.- Wah~ we must understand now is how 
and why tbese attitudes changed~ :,the.reasons presented 'at dif-" "., 

,f'erent points .. in plstory ,f·or the, oppression of" gay .people, and . 
. the bas~s of' that, oppression today. .• ,,~' , , 
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It '1s- 1mpo~t8nt -to·discuss 'Gree'k . and Roman -society because 
•. they' ~ seen as model~ ot ~rogressive ~hought on the subject 

.ot homosexuality •. Thei·· are _ also used as a basis tor attacks 
: . ". on homosexuality -to, show that .it '1s' '8.. product -ot -decadence ~ 

') Tlle basis ot -Greek homose~u~~itJ ~was. sexism., ~en' lpved men: . 
. ~ecause women were seen as interior. Homosexuality and woman­

bating were in,sti tutionaliz·~'d.'.:~ . O~eece between the 12th and . 
. 7th 'centuries B.C_, because ot-':-'the- need to build a strong . 
. miiitary'-ellte 1n which a Di.anl '1I·r1-rst alleg1ance"would be ~o 
jis brother soldiers. Thecente"ie or t.he mili tar~ movement was 
. Sparta' bu~ ~ts .igeas q':li~k11 _~~ret~~ t~ougbout the rest ot 

the countlT~ ,WiVes were ·.conslder.ed-· ~n'ecess,arJ" only because 
- '. the,. bore' children and lookelfl~er' tne home. In the 6tij . 

.. .._ ._ ,5..: .' • ~.' -

-... ' centrJ' B.C. t.he poet Palladas wrote·:-. . . -."... '.' .. " 
. Ii ;. :.. - . '. ',.-.::... . • __ • . . ~. I ~ • ~:~:: :~.. ~ .: : ' ,:. • '. -;. ..,. • - ' • 

. . (;' . "Marriage brings. a man,':OJilt tWo happy days. 'l'bed&1 
·he ~akes .his bride' to bed, and·the day. he lays her 
in her grave."' ... -.:...., •.. : . D':. '. -. :'" '. . . 

. ... ' .. " .' ... . . . .. . . 
, ' .. ' ... ~ .. : Woman-hat1ng ~se t~ such·a degree that 1t may have been '. 

"'..' nec~ss&rJ to pass a law' making marriage compulsory, tor the . 
\, .- J" s~e of procreation •. Homosexuality based on woman-hating" ' . 

• I ~ a society based on slaver1 and ,sexism, can h&rdly be called 
- . progressi ve~ . _.-: "", . _ .'" -.' ,.' " '.;, .', 

. ... . . . .........,.. '. '" , . 
~ ~e tirst written anti~gay laws a~4 att1tude~ that we know " 
. ot &rein' the_Old Testament. and came directly trom the . rise '-'~ 

or· patr1arcll.y ~ They came trom- the need to enlarge the .Hebrew , 
'population, ·as ... wel1' as. its des1re" ·to d1fterent18:te :itself ' , 

"- I 

. : trom the so-called. "pagan" :.(G04de$8 "Worship)' cults which .';" .', 
accepted 110mosexual1ty .. 'Hebrew 'law develope.4 the tirst absolute 
prohibitions against ·homosexu8i1ty and.best1ality .-1n·th~ . . ,- . 
western.~or~~~~~·~,· ... ~~.:.~.,: ..... : .. :.:. :·:.-: .• >~~··D·';£: .. ,--, .. ~.. .-' . _. . ~: .. ' ':".' .. :~ '_j". 

. .- tiThou' Shalt not lie 'with iiarik1ng as':'with woman king:'. .' . 
. it, is 'abomination. Neither' shalt' thou ·lie with.anY 

_. beast. todef'ile thyselt· the~ewi,th; neither shall any' ,.' _ 
:'.' . woman 'stand. b~tore a beast: to lie down thereto; '"1 t i8,.-.. . 

contusion.... '. ..... .;. •. .,._:.;- - .. , ',.. , ..,.." , - " 
. Co 

'_ .'- .-:.~-.;-:-': ......... :~}':~'~' ... :o:l; <.': Leviticus 18':22'-23 ';." 

..... ~s' -i~~ th~~ .. iaw 'that 18.Y.~ ~b~ ~~~~s '~~r ali other: laws ··l'"~gar:':· ': .. 
ding homosexuality and 1t is tbe ~1rst ~ime a religious rationale 
i8. presen~ed to .justity anti.:-gaY:'act10ns~· ':, .... ' .' 

... . .. - . - .. -. ~ . 

. The 'boice ot, Sappho gave usthet1rst ~ecorded' writ1ngsot a' , r -:-.' \ woman in the western world~ ··the· ·tirst homosexual voice of' " 
. " Greek society~' and the '1'irst' rcliiantic 'li terature. Because .... -

'-~ Lesb-os was an island, J.t had not":been a8 militarized as the' 
. . .Greek m&inland. ~ia gave .. women· a small measure' ot treedom 

. _. . - -- . - - -- - ...... 

'~1 ;. ~t~: ~ h~~ ... ",e~~;; fiY·' 
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arid created the ·condi t10ns which allowed Sappho to write her ,: 

" ep1cpoetry."Sappho wrote"more 'than 12iOOO ,i1nes ,o~' poetry~'," 
only 7-00 of" which still exist , ~any of' these, ~eing .r~agments. ,,',' 
It is generally believed that early Christian zealots destroyed " 
most of' her work and ~ound 380 A.D., Saint' ,Gregory ordered 
her books b~rned, c'all1ng her a '"l'rwd nymphomaniac." By 1072;, 
Pope Gregory VII,h~d most 'of' her remaining works destroyed. .. ... . ". 
, , , I With'the rise ot feudalism, tne power of the Phurch was con-'_ 

, 

"\7. so~1~ated. Beca,?-s,e "power" Was _dete~ned: by bwn~rsh1p of land; 
.' (and' the' Church was the largest s1ngle landowner '1f?,~urope). ' 

religious. law soon became common .law as well. The Church' ',' ' .. ,' 
',created a ri'g1dly structured· societY. dependent' on Cathol1c1sm~.,' ' 

_, 'to def'ine all soc1al.- relationships and the , .. limits of' mobility.':'" , 
One ot the, ways the Church established its control was by· ." - .. 
lab~llng anything ,that threatened ~ts power as h~~esy. ::' ' 

, ' 

Under feudalism, ,women worked in the home 'and on the land 
leased to the peasants. Men worked Qn the land owned by' the' , 
lord/church ,and served 'in the army. Feudal soc~ety'requ1red -, 
more p~ople to :wor~ the land ,so the ch1.;rch· enc,ouraged sex~or ,,: 
procreation;' Although ill !.!!. was'· considered, sinf'ul,~ procreative 
sex. between married. men and women ·was less so. Be,cause homo- I ~' ~ 
sexuality can never be pro~reat1ve, an~ can'only be for pleasure. 
it ,was not only s1nf,ul but heresy pun1shabl~ by death'." .,.' , " ':, ' • 

. ..,., . ... '.. . . .. .' .... . . 
"W1tchcratt" ,(possession ·b:itbe devil) waS the most' serious " 

... heresy ~ Lesb1an1'sm was "considered one ot the effects· otposses-· 
s1on' "by the deVil!' DUring the Middle Ages (600";"1400,)a.nd lat,er. 

. . there were over 9 ,000.000 women burned ,~ :"w1 t'ches." These .... 
women'·were' teachers,,· students, healersj"Qr women who, 'at a- ...' 

. , t1iue when the 'fam1~y was b~1ng' consolidated, 'd1,d: not accept ',' , 
," the proscribed roles ,for women. Many were lesbians.. (The term ' 

'"taggot,-u .. as a slur on g~y men, was coined at ,this' time. ,AI .': . 
. \ faggo,t .was a buncli of twigs 'tied ~ogether· and ,used to 'kindle' . 

. ' '. a·-fire. ,~1rig witch burnings,' groups ot gay men were tied .. ~ 
.' : ~ogethe~ and b~rned as we~~~? " " .;,:' _ ". '.: :J"':.': • '. ' /' ',' 

• . '. - - # -. ;'" . ' ••• "-. '.. • • , 

~.' . The organ1~ed persecution ot . ,"wi tcbes" of'f'1c1ally began in , 
.., 1484 when ·Pope ,Innocent .VIlr.'named two Dom1.n1can 'monks" Heinrich .' 
, . ,Kramer and 'James Sprenger, as Inquisitors arid asked them to' 

, it, define witchcraft' and to standardize, trial ·'procedures and ., 
, 'sentencing. Kramer and Sprenger wrote atext'called the.Malleus 

Malef'actorum .(Hammer Against Evil. Doers)'. It became Catholic 
theo:Logy and,'lav. Witchcraft was ,a wOJIlen's -crime., (The ratio 
of' wOmen ,to men burne,d as w1tcbes1s estlma.~ed' at,.· anywhere 
i"ro~ 20 to ,1, to: 100 to ~, and these are, conservative· estimates.·) 
Witches were 'accused of' flying, ha~1ng .carnal relations with' ., . .".. .. 

. " 

. ' 

1 ,. 
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. ~ • _ . .. .... • . ':r - . • 
.. ." .... .. ..." . ... .... . 
Satan, 'injuring catt~e~.'causing hailstorms ~d t(empes1;s, 

'caus'1'ng illness and epidemics,. bewitching men, changing men 
and themselves into aniMale~'changing animals into peop1e, 
co~tting cannibalism and murder, and, stealing male genitals: .., '. 

,', ~:. _: and 'what' then is tp ~e tl:l09ght ·ot those witches who 
collect male organs ~ ·as 'many' as 20 or 30 ·member.s tOEethe~J' 
and put them in a bird t s pest or shut them in a box,: ' 
where. they move themselves'lj"ke living members and. eat 

'oats and ~orn,'as has· been' seen bY,many as is a matter - . - , n . " . . or common report. '. . o· • -' . : :; ',. • . ' 0 .' 

," .'. ~ ' ..... ~ .~.:::.::.' .. ::~~.:<i.(~: :". /'. < ~.~_~,;~ ~~i>: ~.~M.~l~~~S;; M~le~~~~~rum-: ... _ .. '. 
',. Reading thi~ ~:1-t .becomes easi.e.r,.to. understan~ ho~ -the Church . 

. ruled the people 'and institutionalized woman-hating and anti­
gay attitudes. There is no wr1 ting about lesbianism between . 
the time or Sappho and the 15th centur,y because the depth of 
gay oppression made ~t too dangerous to write or .the wr~t1ng 
which did exist was destroyed by. the Church • 

- .; . '" 

In 1533' J': the '. ch~rch l~w be~alne part of 'English. comDion law. This 
law clearly shows. the, medieval ·equation of ~sinn $Dd:,ncrime. n - . 

• • • ..- .. ... 0'" ". 

"Por~much as' there 1s no~ yeat sufficient and condign 
..,;. pUi'l1shment appointed and limi·ted by the due course of the 

Laws or' this Realm~ for the detestable and abominable Vice 
<.~ ot Buggen committed w1:th manking or 'beast: .It may there-. 

, .. :' .. :toreplease the King' SO Highness, wi~h the assent of his \ 
1Lor~. ·spir~tual and temporal; and· the commons' or ·this· , 

,'. present ,Parliament assembled~· •• :.,·that the same offense be 
.... -henceforth adjudge'd Felony. ~. 'and, the' offenders being . 

,0 'hereof convict •• 0. shall' suffer such pains or death -and ' 
losses as: Felons be accustom~d to 40e according to .the 
order of . the .Common-laws .ot this Malm.; •• '. n - . 

, .. ':,' ~. . .' From first English statute, '1533 ... 
, " 

... . • • . ~'" • ! ~ .. .. , . -.. ... 

. • This statute became the basis ot· all the laws written about·' . 

.• . . homosexuality, .including the present:'day statues'. ~e: origina'l' 0 

., .. sta1;ute or'North .Carolin·a, .written .in .1837, reads:'" .,. : 
.; .. ..,. .= . .: .. ' ....... ":. ..:. I ~ ... .. " :. \". .....:. • ....... ". .. 

'nAny peTson who shall commit the ~bom1nable and detestable 
; '., . crime against nature, not ~o ~e ~amedamQng Chr1$tians, 

,. wi'th e~ther ~king or beast~· shall be adjudged guilty· 

~. .,.. .'... .>~r :~f~~~'.:> aned 
. ~hal~" BUf:7~:: d~~t~ .. ~ thout. t~he. benef1 t 

,", , Amidst ali this repression and gloom;: we"'can', still ,rind that 
.' lesb1anism existed and was written about.: Between the 12th . 

and 16th centures, most ot the literature'· came from the· church_ " 
. ..'" ". . ...... -

~ .. . . ·Gr' 
'. , - . , .. .. !'." ". 

' . 

. , 
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... . However, "iil 1531, ~ Italian wrl~e~~ . '~isto, wrote~ Orlando .;. 

Purioso,· a novel· about' an' amazon. w~ma.n:.-' Although "the novel,:, . 
has· lesbian content, .it is because the woman who 'falls 1n" .". 
love with the amazon be'lieves" her "to '::be a man. In 1580, Sir· ." ... 
Ph111ip S1dney wro.te . Arcadia, the f'irst~ lesbf~,lov~ story-1n . 
English literature. Due to consorship, the bo'ok was . not pu';'" " 
.blished unt11 a decade after It.was wr1tten. This book has · 
clear lesbian content" but the 'hig!i Diorill tone of the church' _ .. , 

o 

and sin. are st111 present: ~."';: ~ .:-";'. " . . 
'", ,~.." '. -0:' .. ,.f ~l: .. _~· .... '~ . 
"No .. no, you cannot help me f "S1nne. must be the mother " 

. and shame the daughter ot my~ 'Iaf'~ection ••• : It . 1's the \"". 
imposs1b111t1e that 'dothtp~eJl ... t"me:, 'tor:unla~tul ., , 

" des1res are pun1shed atter.:~~tt'·e:t:f'ect :o'f' enjoying, but 
'impossible des1res are punished by des1re itself.: •• , 

. 0 Dl1 Zelmane~ •• • · .. i am wholly' given over ·to thee." 
4: ,,' ..:.. ......... , ....... ..;-;.~:;: Me" . : . " ' ••.• 

Prom this point, ~n; lesbi~sJn :l.i~j!·;t-JL~ur~·are so frequent·' ' 
that only a f'ew examples can 'be .gi vep tor "ach, centu~. 'In . 
1611, Middleton and Dekker's RoarinS Girl appeared,. telli~ 
the story of a' .woman who was a transvestite who vows' that she 
w1.11 never marry .and' spends, her, J.ir~, .,r1ghting wrongs done to ': 
women. Jauan ',Perez de Montalb.an·,.~':La"Monja 'Alferez (~626l 1s .. ' 
the true story of' .Catali.na d~ Erauso, 'a Basque woman who posed' 
as a soldier •. After, the publi~at10n" of' the book, Erauso was· . 
given permission by Pope Urban VIII to continue wear1ng men's 
~lothes, a cap~t~l offense at the time. A boo~ publlshed in 

. 1655, Ll ves ~ :Gallant Ladies 1»1. Brantome, 'impl~es that" . 
~esbianlsm was taken tor granted~ at 'least 'among women of the 

.... French court • .-Queen Christina, who was forced to 'leave the ... ' 
,Swedish throne ~ecause she was a'lesbian and.ref'used '~o .&rr7; 
lived openly :in Paris 'between 1670, and 1680.. ,." ... J. , ..•. 

• : ,,'." ." .. , .•. ;..: .,' :.;:,';. I' . .... -:.:; . -:" . -" .. .':" .:", '.- :'. . " 

It is important. to note .. tbat "although the-re 'was a lot . of' ',' , 
wrIting about lesblans,.' there "as. also a basic f'ormula to all : 
the stories: . the~e\f.erenever bappy endings ··for. 'lesbi~ lo~er:s ; 

. and usually a' man . came .. along arid' wo~ the he~t .of ,t,he "real" ;, 
:woman, who had merell.-been led as~ray by the "terrible" ~esb1an •. 
. An .example· or this, is L'EsEOiSl AnSlais, _w:hic;h app~ared in' ':;. ~ 
Paris in 1771 ahd 1778 in eleven·volumes. These volumes con~ . 

" tained' writings from severai authors·. A series or. letters' ,.,-: . 
describes the iife :of'.a young wo~an_~hQ enters a "houseU " . 
in Paris to be tra1.ned as alesJ)i~ prost1.tute. However, a man,- , 
disguised as a wom~, gets into 'the 'hou~e and st'~als ~he 10ung 
woman's heart. Thi.s, writing fornil.!la 'enabled peopl~ to write .. 
and publish books about lesblans"without·th~eatenlng the Church/ 
State's definitions of sin and cr!me.. Th1s 'also meant that basic 
atti tudes about· lesbl'ans remained. ~changed, al though hom~sexuall ty 
was now conside~e~ "moral depravItyn-rather than possession by 
the, devil. The Church and State ,~,tIl~ cons1dered lesbiC?-Ilism " ,. 
"The abominable and detestable~r~e~~gai~st nature, not to be 
named -among Christians." - ,~ ~-" .' , 
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In 1788, Mar.Y, Wol1stonecrart~ an early teminist who later 
: wrote Vindication -of' the Rights Of Women, wrote Mary.,-·a Fiction •. 
. It. is ·.signifae.ant because it.-is ~~he first 'book that· we know of 
on lesbianism.written bY'a woman and because it 'is autobiographical. 

t W~th' 'th~' r1~e·~.f :cap~t~1.is~'" w~' s~~' sci'en~e replacing religion 
\J~e ra~iona~e 'for' gay oppression. The Protestant Ethic sai~· 
v.Pfiere was such a thing as indi vi'dual control -:' one could no' . 

'longer 'attribute everYthing to "divine" causes. Superstition~ .' 
about possession ~y the devil and'moral depra.ity gave way to 

_scientiflc theories of "illness •. ".We can see a first glimpse . 
01" the inversion .theory in Theophile Gautier's Mademolse lle 
de Maupin, published in 1835.;., ~~s. book also gives us the first 
.!m~ge o~ lesbians that' ~re~~~~~~~e.stereotyp~ seen.today •. 
'Maupin is described ~: tall',·:'broa.d-shouldered, f"lat-chested, 
and slim..;h1pped. She is an .athlete, a ho'rsewoman, 'and ~ fencer. 
Maupin\describes herself" as "of" a third se'x ;·one 'that has as 
yet no name above or below." It is said that George·Sand 
(Lucile .A.D. Dudevant) ,.' a woman '1(rite~ living In Paris at the 
time, was ·the mod.el f"or Maupin. ..' " ~ ". ' 

:. , :: . . ... i . - . I. . ..' " .' . 

Science ~stitutionalized the.already existing attitudes about· 
wome~ ancl;gliY peopl~ by taki~rt. ~bem out·.of' the realm 0'1" religion! 
superstition and 'mak1ng ·them~ i Sc1ent.11"ic fact.". The.inversion 
theory, siiDply s,tated, said that~'homosexuality was biologically -
determined rather than a result o~ possession by the devil o~ 
moral depravity. Gay people, it said~8re born. with a female 
body and a male :mind. or vice versa;' hence, gay people are "sick1l ' 

in the.medical sense 01" the word. This theory' had~both a reac-'. 
tlonary and a progressive to~lowing.\Catulle Mendes presented -, ~. 

'what he. called a "case study" .. about a lesbian in 1890. According 
to Mendes, . lesbianism is hereditary and leads' ,one. aown the path . 
to drug addiction, syphilis, 'hysterical convulsions, fevers, - . 
suicide, chi.~d. de.s·~rtion., ~u~band. abandonmen~., ~ .Drgies. o' 

, 'A pr~resslve . side 01" the inve~1on theory s'a1~. 'tli'at becaus~' one· '" 
. Is born an "invert," one must be pi tied and not ·oppressed •. In ," 

1928, Radclyff"e Hall's Well 01" Loneliness was published as .a . 
. plea in defense' 01" lesbianism. ~he book was not out for si~ . . 

we_ks .before it. was banned 'in ·England •. James Douglas, .editor 01" .' 
the Sunday .Express wrote : ... ,:.;.J_:.~~' ....... . . .', .. : .' .' '. .'., 

r .... ~ "I~ 'Order' 'to pre';'e~t ~~; ·"c;n~~na~ion 'an; '~~rriipti~riot . 
.' . 'English tiction It is' the duty of' the cri'tl'c to make it 

impossible ,for any other novelist to repeat this outrage •••• 
. " "this novel ·.is not tIt to "be·.sold by any.bookseller or to 
"be. borrowed from any 11br~y." . .. ~ . 
-. .' '. ..' . .' . Ie, . . ' !. . 

Radcl;,fte Hall said in her' defense': . 
~ • '" • '. ~&. • • .... • 

. . 
.J ~..... ". .'" . ~ .. . . 

"t' wrote the book tro~ a .. ~eep sense' 01" duty. I' am proud 
in~eed, to have taken up my pen in det'~nse ~t' those who 

\ I (1) 
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'are utterly defenseless~lwho belng fram blrth a people 
. set apart ln accordance wlth' some 'hldden scheme 'of Nature ~ 

nee'c! all the ,h~lp that soclety c~ glve them." ,;' , 
, . -.i 

The book, was b'anned in England but ln' September~1928 l't was 
publlshed'in France and'coples were sent to England. On orders . 
from the Home Secretary~ these coples were burned whenever f~und. 
In November, 1928, Slr Charles B1ronwrote an order' call1ng 

. Well ot Lonellness an· "obscene ll~el" and orderlng all coples ' 
- "destroyed wlth payment of 20 gui~~~s in each case •. ' " 

... 

The book tared little better ln .New Yor • 865 copl,es were 
.elzed ~rom ~he publisher's orflce' bt,~he Vlce Squad. However . 

,'in April, 1929 ~. a U.S. court rUled ;'thatthe book was ·n~t obscene~ 
It was .. nQt until ye'ars later that the, book was actualli published,' 
in England. Today, the Well of Loneliness/ls considered one of" 

\ ,t~e ~lasslcs of lesblan 11teratur~. - \ . , 
... -. "'. 

There are numerous other writers, 'mostly women, who wrote wlth 
unclear or masculine gender, (or ln the case ot Emily Dlckinson, 

,her poems written to women were altered'atter her death) so as 
to be able to publlsh. their, work. Many ot these 'women were, ' 
lesbians: Loulse Labe ~ ··.George San~~' George El.11ot' (M8.l7 Ann Evans). 
Emily Bronte ~ Margaret Full~rJ Michael Fleld '(pseudonym for . 
Katherine Bradley and Ed! th Cooper) and Emily D1 cklnson •. 

"', I • 

I The inversion ,theorY' contlnued ,t~ be a~cepted unti'l Freud 
~proposed that homosexuality was not blologically determined 

, but was rather a result or chlldhood development and famlly 
relatlonships. He put forward,the ,theory that it was a psycholo­
gical illness which could and .... should be cured. The instltutlon. 
ot psychology has become the "sclentlflc" rationale for the , l. 

: -.. -oppression, of gay ,people.- . ,!' ... ' 
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W,e shall enj oy it' 
. 

As tor him who finds' . 
fault. may s11liness 
and sorrow talc!! him! ... 
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·Sappho· 
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