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CAMPAIGN TO STOP CONTROL UNIT PRISONS

HISTORY OF CONTRQI- UNIT PRISONS

IN I8 20 EASTERN STATE PENITENTIARY IN PHILADELPHIA BECAME THE FIRST SOUTARY
CONFINEMENT PRISON, BASED ON THE OUAKER PENAL PHILOSOPHY THAT SOLITARY CONFINEMENT
COUPLED WITH RELIGION WOULD RESULT IN REFORM. THE RESULTS WERE THAT MANY OF THE
PEOPLE HOUSED THERE WENT INSANE. THE SOUTARY CONFINEMENT MODEL OF PRISONS WAS
ABANDONED WITH THE ''AUBURN MODEL" WHICH PROVIDED FOR CONGREGATE ACTIVITIES. IT WASnV
UNTIL I983, WHEN MARION FEDERAL PRISON IN ILLINOIS WAS LOCKED DOWN AS A RESULT OF
THE DEATH OF TWO GUARDS, THAT THE RETURN TO EXTENDED SOUTARY CONFINEMENT WAS
REINSTATED. PRIOR TO THIS, LOCKDOWN WAS USED TO CONTROL AND SUPPRESS DISRUPTIONS
WITHIN A PRISON BY SEVERELY RESTRICTING PRISONERS' RIGHTS FOR A UMITED TIME. MARION
WAS THE FIRST PRISON TO MAKE LOCKDOWN A PERMANENT CONDITION. MARION COMBINED
PERMANENT LOCKDOWN WITH SENSORY DEPRIVATION AND ADMINISTRATIVE (RATHER THAN
DISCIPLINARY) CLASSIFICATION TO ISOLATE PEOPLE.

CONTROL UNITS OR "SUPERMAX" PRISONS, HAVE BECOME THE NEW MODEL FOR PRISONS. AS OF
I995, APPROXIMATELY 25 STATES HAVE CONTROL UNITS, AS DO THE US FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

and Canada. A new control unit has just opened in Florence, Colorado, which is to
replace Marion. This new prison is the highest security federal prison, where
PRISONERS ARE KEPT IN PERMANENT SOUTARY CONFINEMENT. IN A CONTROL UNIT PRISON PEOPLE
ARE LOCKED IN SINGLE CELLS FOR 20 TO 24 HOURS A DAY. THERE IS LITTLE HUMAN
INTERACTION WITH ANYONE OTHER THAN PRISON GUARDS. VISITS AND PHONE CALLS FROM FAMILY

AND FRIENDS ARE SEVERELY RESTRICTED AS ARE EDUCATIONAL, RECREATION AND TELIGIOUS
SERVICES. IN ADDITION TO ISOLATION THESE PRISONS OFTEN USE ABUSIVE "BEHAVIOR
MODIFICATION" PROGRAM6, INCLUDING PHYSICAL BEATINGS, MEDICAL NEGLECT AND
PSYCHOLOGICAL ABUSE. PUBUC REVIEW OF THE PROGRAMS AND POUCIES OF THESE PRISONS 16

ESSENTIALLY NON-EXISTENT.

How WE De-fimf "P^KITROL UNIT*

Recognizing that specific conditions of control unit prisons vary, the goal of these

units is to cause spiritual, psychological, and physical breakdown of prisoners. this
goal is accompushed through systematic programs of oppression including:

♦arbitraryadministrative placement rather than any procedural process.

*years of isolation from both prison and outside communities while being housed in

soutary or small group isolation.

*very limited access to services'such as education, worship or vocational training.

* physical torture such as forced cell extractions, four point restraint, hog-tying;

beating after restraint, and administrative set-ups for violence between prisoners.

* mental torture such as sensory deprivation, forced idleness, verbal harassment,

mail tampering, disclosing confidential information, confessions forced under

torture and threats against family and visitors, etc.

*sexual intimidation and violence, usually against women prisoners by male guards,

using strip searches, verbal sexual harassment, sexual touching, and rape as a means

of control.



History of the Campaign

The Campaign to Stop Control Unit Prisons is a coalition of individuals and groups

inside and outside prison walls whose goal is to shut down all control units. the

COAUTION WAS FOUNDED AT A GATHERING HOSTED BY THE AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE

Committee in Philadelphia, PA in December of I 994. Toward this end, campaign

members are engaged in data collection, education, fostering pubuc awareness and

action to put an end to the human rights abuses occurring daily in control units.

structure

the national campaign 16 formed as a federation of independent groups and individuals

who agree to carry out the stated purposes. in order to facilitate this, the activities

of the Campaign are conducted by two interdependent and parallel committees.

I . Monitoring Committee

Identification and monitoring of Control Unit prisons serves to collect data, create

practical inside-outside bridges and involve citizens in a committed way. the

information collected will be invaluable for keeping track of abuse and future

utigation. Regional monitoring coordinators are:

Christie Donner: Midwest. Rocky Mountain Peace Center, I 523 6th Street, Boulder.

CO 80302. (303) 449-2543.. CO,NEtOK,LA,MS,OR,TN,IN,IL,MI,WI,MN,MO,IA,ND,SD,AR,KS.

Corey Weinstein. National Campaign to Stop Control Unit Prisons West, PO Box

22 I 8, Berkeley, CA 94702 (4 I 5) 82 I -6545. ID.MT,Wy,HI,AK,NV,CA,UT,AZ,NMfTX.

Dema Mantooth: East. Nightcrawlers ABC. PO Box 1034, Mott Street Station, Bronx,

NY I 0454. (7 I 8) 292-5340.

NJ,DE,CT.DC,FL.GA,AL,WV,NC,SC.VA,OH,PA,KY,MD,NY,NH,MA,RI,ME,VT.

2. Political Action Committee

Members will meet, plan, and carry out activities that will forward our stated

purposes. Emphasis is placed on building the capacity for effective protest,

publicity, emergency response or direct action. Prisoners in control unit prisons

are encouraged to participate. For more information on this committee contact:

(yet to be determined)

The Campaign also has an Emergency Response Network consisting of a phone tree

and E-Mail. For more information contact: Nancy Kirshan, Committee to End The Marion

Lockdown, PO Box 578 I 72, Chicago, IL 60657.

Bonnie Kerness of the American /Friends Service Committee is responsible for

National Coordination, organizing and internal mailings. She can be reached at

AFSC, 972 Broad Street - 6th floor, Newark, NJ 07 102. (201) 643-3 191.

Pat Clark of the American Friends Service Committee is responsible for National

Mailings. She can be reached at AFSC, I 50 I Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA.



I 9 I 02. (2 I 5)24 I -7 I 30.

How You Can Get Involved: We are currently trying to make connections with groups

AND INDIVIDUALS ACROSS THE US WHO ARE INTERESTED IN HELPING US MONITOR AND OPPOSE

CONTROL UNITS. PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTACT THE APPROPRIATE PERSON FOR YOUR

INTEREST. WE ARE ESPECIALLY SEEKING MONITORS WHO WILL COMMIT TO THE YEAR WE EXPECT
THAT FUNCTION TO TAKE.


