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RESISTANCE TO GULF WAR GROWS
MILITARY COUNSELORS NEEDED

Every cvening since the first U.S. troops left for “Operation Desert Shicld®, the TV networks
have been beaming into our living rooms images of soldiers rcady to "do their jobs”. When
they and their commanders are interviewed by reporters, they usually say something like, "Our
morale here is high". From this, arc we to believe that everyone in the U.S, military is willing
and cager (o go 1o war in the Persian Gulf?

The fact is, there are many military personnel who are resisting the call to arms. According to Ray Parrish, the dircclor
of the Midwest Committce for Military Counseling in Chicago, they have been receiving an average of 60 calls per day
from enlisted people and rescrvists who are looking for ways to avoid being mobilized.  Their reasons vary {rom
polilical or conscientious opposition o economic or personal hardship that their deployment would cause.

Today’s armed forces are [illed with people who enlisted during peacetime because of the recruiters’ ads for educational
benefits and job training, or because they just didn’t see any other options [or their future. Many never thought they
would ever sce a real battleficld, and have now been rudely awakened.

Some resisters have gone public with their decisions not (o fight in a Persian Gull war. Matthew Brown, 20, of Albany
California, and Patrick Colclough, 21, of Saugertics, New York, called a press conference on Sept. 18 at the Vietnam
Velerans Memorial in Washington, D.C. Brown stated, "I don’t believe that the Kuwaiti royal family nor cheap gasoline
are valid reasons for thousands of American Gls Lo die". Colelough declared, "I hope that my actions, in some way, will
help to prevent another Vietnam." Both face prosccution for refusing orders,

Marine Corporal Jeffrey Paterson is in military prison in Pearl Harbor for sitting on the floor of an airplanc hangar
when his commanders tried to force him onto a jet bound for Saudi Arabia. He has been called a “threat to national
security” by his superiors.

In Hayward, California, Marine Lance Corporal Erik Larsen has applied for C.O. slatus and says he wilt refuse to go to
the Gulf if ordered. "I don’t like the rhetoric that Bush is talking about--to protect our life style,” he said, "I think our
life style sucks. We're so dependent on oil and exploiting the world’s resources. This is a prime opportunity to really
gel a sound energy policy, o look at alternative fuels. It doesn’t scem like our environmental president wants to do
anything like that."

For those in the military who are struggling with their consciences in the face of the real possibility that they will be
ordered to kill, it is not always easy 1o find good advice. They have the right (o apply for Conscientious Objector stalus,
bul many do not know about the regulations and procedure, and they may or may not receive the help they are entitled
1o [rom within their base. It is also difficult for young people concerned about the possibility of a draft to learn how
they should prepare for declaring themselves a C.O. il and when the time comes.

The Midwest Commitice on Military Counseling is one.of the few places where
someone in the military can go to find free, objective information and counseling on
sceking C.Q. status, or for any other problem or injustice they may be experiencing,
Since the requests for help have increased since "Operation Desert Shield” began,
there is an increased need for meeting these requests.  Therefore, MCMC is
planning a series of training sessions for those interested in becoming counsclors.
This would also be an cxeellent opportunity for anyone working with men and
women in the reserves, on military scholarships, or those of drall age who may be
[acing questions of conscicnce.

For information on counselor training sessions or how you can support the work of
MCMC, call {(312) 939-334Y, or write (o0 MCMC, Suile 1113, 343 South Dearborn,
Chicago, 1L 60604. -- Judy Specr

Inside:

A response to last issue’s Marion prison lockdown arlicle from the warden
of Marion Federal Penitentiary. Sec page 8.




Dear Readers
A Chinese proverb says there are three types of (ruth, "your truth®, "my truth®, and “"the truth”.

That seems 10 be the case with Marion Prison.  Last issue. we printed one truth - an
article by Donna Engle about the Marion Prison lockdown - and got more reaction than to any
other article that we have printed in the newsletter. “T'he article was powerful, carefully written,
and painted a portrait that one person called a "gulag" in the Prairie state. The word 1raveled
far. too. Donna's article was quoted in the National Catholic Reporter two weeks ago.

Then last month. 1 heard the other truth. John Clark, warden of Marion Federal
Penitentiary. called me 1o talk about the article. We talked a long time. about an hour. from
Marion to Waukegan. John didn’t like the article, and we discussed it. both its rone and its
content. His demecanor and comments were calm. He had not called to express anger and to
yell: he had called to help us to correct an error. Rather than tell you what he toid me. I'll refer
you to his article on page 8. You can hear the other trh in his own words,

I will add that I was pleasantly struck both by his sincerity and his demeanor. e was
familiar with PC enough 1o know our priorities (he said his wife had been a member). and that
he saw the discipline of Marion as an "alternative to violence”. In deseribing his stalf policies,
he expressed the attitude that prisons are o people business. and that is why he visits cach cell
every week. He tells the jailers that their business is not wrning keys. it’s human relations.

Claiming that he and Marion had nothing to hide. he sent me copies of a congressional
subcommittee report. The thrust of the report is @ judgement that the lockdown is harsh. but is
an appropriate way of dealing with these inmates who repeatedly threaten the safety of the
other inmates or the guards. And, for a maximum secority facility. they sec Marion as being run
with a positive program thar tries to work the inmates back into normal prison life. The report
leaves several issues unresolved for a later report. | plan to get a copy of that report.

Somewhere belween the two versions of truth is "the truth”. I'm not sure where it is, but
I plan 1o take John Clark up on his offer to visit the prison. [s anyone else interested?

The deadline for the next newsletter is Janvary 9.
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Pax Christi 1. is a region of Pax Christi
USA. which in turn is a section of Pax
Christi  Internatjonal, the intcrnational
Catholic movement for pence.

Pax Christi has as its primary objective "o
work with all people for peace for all
humankind. always witnessing to the Peace
of Chrisi." The movement springs from a
gospel vision of peace. It asks i
members to ground their peacemaking in
prayer, study, and action on the message
of Jesus. Pax Christi keeps as its priorities
the Christign vision of disarmament. a jusi
world order. primacy of conscicnee.
education for peace, and alternatives to
violence.

Pax Christi 1L is comprised of all Pax
Christi USA members who reside in
Illinois.

There are Pax Christi groups all around Illinois. If EOU wish to join one, find
the group nearest you and contact the person listed below,

DUPAGE COUNTY
Rose and John Bagley
417 Bluegrass Ct.
Napervi 60540

LAKE COUNTY
Jim & Julic Donovdn
263 Kcith Ave.

Waukegan IL 6008
(708) 623-0590

ROCKFO!
Karen Johnston
2508 Karen Dr.
Rocklord IL 61103
(815) 654-0732

QUAD CITIES
Bill Fisher

1227 4th St
Moline, IL 61265
(309) 764-8068

CHARLESTON

Roy Lanham

868 1lth St
Charleston 1L 61920
(217) 345-3332

NORTUSIDE CHICAGO
Mary Benker

4704 Central

Chicago IL 60630

(312) 736-4389

QUINCY

Nicole Welch
415 Grand Ave.
Barry IL 62312
(217) 335-2946

PLORIA/PEKIN
Emmett Driscoll
39 Linden
Pckin 1L 61554
(309) 346-1082

SPRINGFIELD
Shirley Conti

23 Mallard St
Rochester 1L 62563
(217) 498-7718

CHICAGO SCRIPTURE
BASE COMMUNITY
Jack and Judy Speer
5460 Getiysburg
Chicago IL 60630
(312)283-5156

SOouUTH ILLINOIS
Fr. Steve Edfors C.P.
Newman Catholic
Student Center

715 S. Washington
Carbondale 1L 62901
(618) 529-3311

METRO CHICAGO
Peggy Thoma

4504 N, Calilornia
Chicago IL 60625
(312) 915-7088 (work)
(312) 539-5810 (home)

WILL COUNTY
Sharon Mosier

1008 N, Kankakee
Wilminglon IL 60481
(815) 476-2239

CHAMPAIGN COUNTY
James Conatzer

1805 Glecason

Rantoul, 1L 61866
(217) 359-8906

HYDE PARK

. oF CHICAGO
David Stone

5647 S. Blackstone 3N
Chicago, 1L 60637
{312) 346-0370 days
(312) 643-7656




PC-USA Responds To the Persian Gulf Crisis

PC-USA has issued several statements on the Persian
Gulf siluation, and has several suggestions for local
action centered on the issue. PC-USA condemned the
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, and at the same tume it
criticized the US government for immediately choosing a
military solution to the Iraqi situation instead of allowing
time for UN sanctions to take effect.

PC-USA also began organizing US bishops, asking them
to sign a statement on the Persian Gulf. This statement,
sponsored by Tom Gumbleton of Detroit and Walter
Sullivan of Richmond Virginia, has been signed by over
two dozen bishops. The statement not only questions
the US military buildup, it also re-affirms the right of
sclective conscientious objection - the right to object to
some wars but not to others.

So what can you do?

PC-USA is calling for actions [or peace during the
Thanksgiving scason, November 18-25.  Onc thing that
you can do is join in Qil-Free Sunday, November 25.
Don’t drive that day, don’t use ol if you can, and tell
people what you are doing to decreasc America’s need
for imported oil.

You can organize a nonviolent direct action or a prayer

witness at an appropriate federal office.

You can write a letler to President Bush and to Simon,
Dixon, and your congressperson. And while you're al it,
you can write your local paper and diocesan paper
telling them what you are domng and why.

Write to the PC-USA olfice for more information and
ideas, and for leaflets that they are preparing.

STATE COUNCIL NEWS

The state Council approved two individuals for the PCIL
Exccutive Commitlee: Stella Lewandowski, as trcasurer
and Karen Johnston as state coordinator-clect. We'd Like
to introduce you to both of them.

Stella is a member of the Peace and Justice Committee
of Immaculate Conception Church in Chicago. Her
degrees are in education, business and finance. She
taught for many years and has also managed all of the
accounting for both her husband’s and son’s firms.

Her interest in peaccmaking began in 1983 with the
Bishops’ Pcace Pastoral. She especially works for justice
for all the warld's children with an emphasis on food for
all the hungry. She finds hope in sceing so many people
zo oul of their way to improve the world. Her term
began at the State Gathering and will run one year.

Karen, cofounder and current coordinator of PC
Rockford, is the Director of Social Services for the
Rockford Diocese and a delegate to the Hlinois Catholic
Confercnce.  She coordinaies the annual Good Friday
Way of the Cross.

Her interest in peacemaking stems from Viet Nam days
when a close relative was killed. She believes there is a
need for the peace movement 1o remain strong in
Catholic circles. The challenge, as she sees 1, is to make
our hives consistent with our Christian beliefs.

For on¢ year Karen will work with the Speers, then will
assume the job of state coordinator.

Thanks and welcome o both!

National Meeting
of PC Regional Leaders

Chicago hosted a meeting of Pax Christi Regional
leaders the weekend of November 3-5. Jack and Judy
Speer worked feverishly 1o make sure that everything
was ready when leaders come from all over the country:
from Maine to Florida to Los Angeles.

The meeting has become an annual event, which is
important to the future of Pax Christi. 1t offers the
movement a number of real benefits. It gives regional
representatives a chance to network with each other, it
helps to draw the disparate regions together, forging a
more cohesive Pax Christi, and it offers the grassroots
another medium (o communicate with the national
organization.

NEXT STATE COUNCIL MEETING:

January 19, 1990
1AM TO3PM.
Rockford IL
All PCIL members are welcome to attend
For directions, call
Karen Johnston (815) 965-0623

The primary purpose of this State Council meeting
will be to finish developing a Vision Statement for
PCIL, and will be facilitated by Karen Johnston.
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Pax Christi News From Around The State

HEARTLAND - Some of the aclivity this Fall of Pax
Christi of the Heartland centered on the exceution of
Charles Walker. They distributed over 1500 brochures
cxplaining the illinois Catholic Bishops' Statement on
Capital Punishment, A letter to the Editor based on
information from this brochure was submitted by the
group and published in The Catholic Post. One week
prior to the execution they held a prayer service at St.
Thomas Church. Following prayer and biblical readings
participants processed to the altar in front of the crucifix
lo reflect on the capital punishment inflicted on Jesus.
Members of the group attended the vigil at Stateville on
the evening of the exccution.

Meelings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month at
7:30pm at the home of Jane Myers (309) 688-2864

LAKE COUNTY - PC Lake County members
responded by the execution of Charles Walker in several
ways. They travelled to Stateville and took part in the
vigil and prayer service on Lhe night of the ¢xecution.
They got an article printed in the local paper containing
information on the vigil. In addition, a statement writlen
by the group was printed as a Letter to the Editor.

"Choosing Life” is the litle of their Falt serics. Topics
include: Abortion, the Nuclear Arms Race and Capital
Punishment. Through their discussions and prayer the
group hopes to discover creative ways Lo inter-relate the
1ssues and to approach others on these topics.

Mecetings are  held  Wednesdays, 7:30pm  at  the
Donovan’s at 263 Keith in Waukegan.

HYDE PARK/UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO - PC
members in the Hyde Park/U ol C neighborhood came
together for their first meeting of the season November
5 at Calvert House, the Catholic Student Center.
Brother Denis Murphy started off a discussion of
current problems in the Middle East with his slide show,
“The Circle of Violence: the Intifada 199", Brother
Denis gave an eyewilness account from his recent two-
month visit 1o Israel and the Occupied Territorics, and
delved into some of the background of the Isracli
repression of Palestinians and the resultant uprising.

Ray Lodato, who [or the past lwo years has coordinated
the PC Hyde Park/U ol C group, is taking a break from
that role in order (o work on a PhD. in political scicnee
and get c¢ven more involved in grassrools Chicago
politics. The other core members of the group and the
PCIL state council thank Ray for his eflorts in nurturing
this local community of peacemakers, and wish him
continued success in his endeavors. New organizers are
now nceded to [ill Ray’s place! The idecal would be a
team to share the roles of coordinaling, community
building, and publicity. If you ar¢c a Hydc Parker and
would like to help, please call David Stone at (312) 346-
0370 days or (312) 643-7656 cvenings.

CHICAGO SCRIPTURE BASE COMMUNITY -
Translating the Gospel into action in ¢veryday life is the
goal and the process for this group of PC members and
local parishioners who meet every first and third
Monday of the month. The group is currently working
on a common action: an evening ol work at a local soup
kitchen, This community uses the method of the Latin

American Christian Base Communitics, and invites all
Chicago arca PC members and friends to sec how it is
working in an average while middle class urban parish
setting, Mcetings start at 7:15 p.m. and end at 9 with
social time. The place is St. Cornelius Rectory, 5205 N.
Licb, Chicago. Call Judy or Jack Speer, (312) 283-5156
for more into.

QUAD CITIES - PC Quad Citics, in following
through on their goal of generating greater awarcness of
PC and of peace issucs, has "gone public”. Their 2X2
ads which contain simple statements of social awarencss
appear in the paper the Saturday belore their meetings
and have gencrated some responses. In addition, they
are publishing a bumper sticker which will state, "Why
Spill Blood for Oil?". Their Letters to the Editor are
definitely prompting public comment! In September
they organized six "Prayer Vigils for Peace” at Catholic
[acilitics.

Plans are underway now to sct up a letler-writing
program Lhat would gencrate communications to our
people in the Persiap Gulf. In addition, consideration is
being given to sponsoring billboards for peace and
justice or anli-war messages.

WILL COUNTY - Members of the Will County group
spent time logether in retreat this Fall in a cabin on
Lake Michigan. Rosemaric Surwilo led the group in
sharing reflections on St. Francis and peacemaking.

A large contingent of PC Will County people atiended
the vigil at Stateville on the night of Charles Walker's
execution. Sharon Mosier reflected on the evening and
said that she "felt hopeful because so many people made
an clforl to come out, especially at such at late hour.”
She was encouraged that people were willing o be
visible on this issue.

Plans are now in the works for Peace Day "91 scheduled
for April 20th at Lewis University. Keynole speaker
this year will be Fr. Martin Jenco, former hostage in
Iran.

ROCKFORD - The Rocklord PC group has been
helping create a little peace in the lives of runaway and
homeless youth in their area. PC Rocklord is an intcgral
Furl of The Fourth Street Bridge Shelter which creates a
amily-centered group living experience for youth who
are unable to live with their [amilies. Many have fallen
prey to drugs, prostitution, and behavioral and
emotional problems. Through the cfforts of PC and
other agencics these youths are helped through their
immediale crisis and then moved nto setlings where
they can pet more long-term help or return to their
familics. Karen Johnston (R13)965-0623 would be
happy Lo send information. (o anyone who is interested
in learning more about this program.

DUPAGE COUNTY - Many mcmbers of Pax Christi
in both and DuPage and Will countics did what they
could to help victims of the tornado that hit in the arca
in August.  Also, when Charles Walker was exccuted at
Stateville prison on Sept. 12, several Pax Christians werc
outside the prison praying, singing, and joining in the
prayer service led by [ellow Pax Christian Bishop Joseph
Imesch.




STATE OF THE WORLD’S CHILDREN

The situation of many children, both in the U.S. and
abroad, remains critical. No country prolccts the rights
of all ils children by ensuring adequate care and pro-
tection from abuse and cxplotation [or every child. A
1989 congressional report on the state of children in the
U.S. conlirms this. Of the 64 million youths under age
18, 13 million {1 in 5) live in poverly. Physical abusc of
children went up 277% in the last 8 years, with a 36%
increase in the fatalities resulting from all the abuse,
The U. 8. Labor Department also reported a record
number of children working in violation of labor laws.

President Bush expressed his beliel that "our national
character can be measured by how we care for our
children.” After examining these alarming statislics, il is
evident that our national characler is ¢roding.

Reality for most children in developing countries 1s even
more grim than for those locked into poverty in the U.S,
Each day morc than 38,000 children dic from a lack of
food, shelter, or health care. And for every child who
dies, several more live on with malnutrition and il
health. Housing is also scarce in developing countries
where more than 1 billion people -- the majornity of them
children -- cither have no home or live in inadequate
housing. Where armed conflicl persists in developing
countrics, children are recruited and trained as soldiers.

A major renewal of effort to protect children throughout
the world is essential. The United Nation’s World
Summit For Children, held in New York in carly
October, scemed to make this long overduc political
commitment to children.  The summit produced a
declaration pledging  to reduce childhood malnutrition
by 509% and childhood mortality by at least onc-third.
The U.S. has signed this UN declaration, but has failed
to sign or raufy a more comprehensive document,
Convention of the Rights of the Child, which was
adopted by the UN in 1989 after a decade of
negotialions and debate. This document secks Lo protect
the fundamental nghts of children: the right to survival
and development through ensuring children’s basic needs
and freedoms as well as their right to prolection against
sexual exploitation, abuse, capital punishment, and
military scrvice until 15 years of age.

The U.S. offers two excuses for not signing.  First, the

Children’s Peace Day

PCIL is considering organizing a Children’s Peace Day,
modeled alter the successful program that Pax Christian
Dennis Galucki began at the zoo in Buffalo NY. The
Peace Day received an award from the United Nations
for the promotion of peace. Efforts are being made in
other cities to  develop a Children’s Peace Day on the
first Sunday of August each year.

A Children’s Peace Day allows people to hear and see
what peace means to children and celebrate the
harmony bctween nature, animals and people. This
harmony, which we all can help Lo create, is needed in
our personal lives, in our homes, in our neighborhoods,
in our workplaces and schools and in our world.

Zoos are a great location to see first-hand the harmony
between nature, animals and children which has been
talked about since early days:

"Then the woll shall be a guest of the lammb, and the
leopard shall lic down with the kid; the calf and the
young ltion shall browse together, with u little child to
guide them."--lsaiah 11:6

Possible activities for such a day are limited only by our
imaginations, Crafts, performances, games, music and
art displays are only some of the ways to bring forth
images of peace and our hopes and dreams for a
Peaceable Kingdom,

The Council (raded ideas on how to make a Children’s
Peace Festival possible in the Chicago arca. ldeas
included approaching possible corporate and church
sponsors, networking among other peace groups and
contacting people at the zoos Lo raise some interest,

John Bagley has a delightful hiule 10 minute video
describing the Children’s Peace Day. Contact him at
(708)355-5023 10 borrow it.

Sally Sommers is gathering more information about
organizing the event. To offer help or ideas, or for more
information contact Sally at (708) 833-9373.

UN Convention protects children  from  capital
punishment. The Bush administration says, however,
that signing the document would violate states’ rights,
since some states do permit criminals under age 18 to be
senienced Lo death. The second objection is that the UN
document makes no mention of abortion, which has
aroused opposition from the Pro-Life forces as well as
the abortion rights groups.

So the stalemate continues while millions of children
sulfer from national and internatonal neglect.  The
Convention on the Rights of the Child has alrcady been
signed by 128 countrics. Those which have nol include
the U.S., Iran, Iraq, Cambodia and China. [sn’t it a bit
ironic that the U.S., who is supposcd to be the champion
if human rights, is listed alongside countrics who are
notoriously careless about the welfare of their children?
Lel’s end this national embarrassment by lobbying our
legislators for the ratification on the United Nation’s
Convention on the Rights of the Child. --- Donna Engel
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ATALE OF TWO COs

It takes a lot of courage not to fight, a rare and different
courage that enables one to stand against the current
and say, "T will not fight." My wile Judy and I recently
met lwo men with that rare kind of courage: one in the
spirit and one in the flesh. And even though they never
mect cach other in this life, we sce the same strength of
spiril in cach of them.

The first was Franz Jagersiatter. On a recent visit Lo
Austria we went (o St. Radegund, a tiny villape. There,
next to the centuries-old parish church, we paid our
respects at the grave where Jagerstatter s buried. The
inscription reads that he was a "farmer, born in 1907 in
St. Radegund, died in 1943 in Brandenburg (Germany)."
But his spirit is very much alive, for his witness
affects people near and far to this day, and his widow
Fransiska continucs his courageous work.

In his youth, Franz liked to chasc the girls, brawl, and
ride on his motoreyele. He spent a few days in jail for
a public disturbance. His conversion began around the
time he met Fransiska. Her deep faith affected him and
he started to take his own Catholic faith more seriously,
applying ils teachings to what he saw happening,

Hitler’s National Socialism was sweeping through the
German world.  Franz saw the evil inhereat in its
principles and resulls. When he was draflted into the
German army, he realized that Jesus’ commandment to
"Love your neighbor as yourself” meant he could not
fight with a weapon. Although he had a wife and threc
daughters whom he loved dearly, he did not think that
meant hc could compromise his conscicnce, and he
refused further military service. He was sentenced to
death and beheaded for "undermining the military”,

As we stood there reflecting on the courage it ook to
make such a difficult choice, we saw Fransiska walking
toward us. We introduced oursclves and said how glad
we were Lo meet her, but she cut right through the small
talk to the heart of the matter. “Whal would you do if
you were faced with the same situation as Franz?" [ had
1o be honest and say, "1 don’t know". She replied, "You
are correct. You may think you know, butl you can only
answer that question when you arc in that situation."

"Let us love our enemies, bless those who
curse us, pray for those who persecute us.
For love will conquer and will endure for
all eternity. And happy are they who live
and die in God’s love."--Franz Jagerstatier
(from his prison statement)

Back in Chicago, two months later, we met Lance Cpl.
Franklin Brandon of the U.S. Marines. He had never
heard of Franz Jagerstatter, but he found himsell facing
the same question, "Can I be a Catholic Christian and be
in the military at the same time?"

Brandon, 24, enlisted in the reserves three years ago
because the recruiter said he could receive financial
benefits for college. Since the ULS. was not involved in
a major war at the time, the idea of fighting did not
weigh heavily in Brandon’s decision to join. During
basic training, however, he was confronted with the
reality that the job of the military was to hunt down and

destroy the "enemy”. He had no enthusiasm for yelling
slogans like "Kill the Commies!", or shooting blank
rounds al other rainees during war games.

In 11th grade, Brandon was baptized into the Catholic
Church. He has been particularly influenced by the lives
of St. Francis of Assisi and St. Paul of the Cross, and has
a strong devolion o Mary. The commandment “Thou
shalt not kill", the Golden Rule of Luke 6:31-35, "Treal
others as you want them to treal you", and Jesus’
admonition to "Love your enemies” became important
guidelines as his faith developed.

When he began a job as an cmergency medical
technician for an ambulance company, the conflict
within Brandon’s conscience became more urgent.
During the week, he was doing his best to help people
and save their lives; on the weckend, he was being
trained to kill, He knew he no longer wanted to be a
Marine, but he had no idea what to do. He got no
satisfaciory answers from anyonc on the base, so he quit
going to drills. Finally he found the Midwest Committee
for Military Counseling, which helped him apply for
Conscientious Objector status in March of this year.

"God is the answer to all the world’s
problems. Ask Him and see how power-
ful prayer can be; it can even be more
powerful than all your nuclear weapons
pul together."--Franklin Brandon (from his
application for C.O. stalus).

Around the same time, the Marines ordered Brandon to
involuntary active duty at Glenview Naval Air Station
just north of Chicago. His C.O. application was rejected
in October, although he meets all of the qualifications
according to the military regulations, He has filed a
redress of grievances letter asking his commanders Lo
reconsider their decision. Meanwhile, he is awaiting
new orders bul he knows in his hearl that he cannol
obey. I be refuses to go where the Marines send him,
he faces court-martial and a penalty of two to five years
in prison. He considers that prospect with the comment,
Al least I will have lots of time to pray.”

Franz Jagerstatier and Franklin Brandon are of two
different eras, lands, and circumstances, but I see some
striking similaritics in the way their consciences
developed. Both of them went through a process that
began with personal expericnees of a loving God. Then,
the reality of military training crystallized the belief that
their faith was incompatible with fighting.  Both
consulted with clergy for advice, and got mixed
reactions. Both found that they and their decisions were
derided and misunderstood by others. Fransiska
Jagerstatter bore much criticism and ostracism from
neighbors, and as recently as two years ago, a vandal
obliterated her husband’s name which was carved on the
monume:al Lo the townspeople killed in the war.
Brandon has to endure much verbal abuse by other
Marines. He has been called many names, the kindest
of which is "wimp", even by a radio intcrviewer.

These are examples of what happens when two value
systems clash--when, out of the established system of
“might makes right” and “"peace through strength”
someone stands up and says "There is another way, the
way of the reign of God, which is stronger than military
force.” -- Jack Speer




e . 4
Z;M bo = c,oy/z_?/ "&f g Niepal p o &L(.ﬂfl,

' ? L i M [ PP & /U‘T'/‘f"?/ ‘
/ L .

e ‘DI’L&, )ﬂﬁa/r,{_m} sLdavh (e —M-ﬂi‘-ﬁ_)

: . Elnhe y M,aﬂ—«‘/u " %W _.7,{_.;_2;/ I, 5

)/fj A e uf«ﬂ; %a.{/éim 9(,«:4,&:7“4 e

'F)/)t/i‘ : [’/Lﬂ-/‘b_ algo” /(/;/.;,uf?,(.ﬂ /ﬂ pak _fj/,_,{.(,;z‘,,_, PP At b

A ¢ M&jﬂﬁfp YLD bj’f_ﬁa Mq . ﬁg/ b et o M
/’Uéﬁ/ J{D /:7/,{/1/1»&{‘/ Lo , Cortlect peens e,

9@»% /0/7\/:’?}4/%/ 2k 705]’&5&?3’05% ,,M;; 9 0oL
Hs

d,t&?mifm : 2 -
- ; ﬂ'/7/' 7%
me ¢ M

uslas /

L-uw:t»j

Tuoho Lennon

..... g wa o aawml UUW LIC
news presents it. Hundreds of people gather at a church
to demonstrate against U.S. policy. The next morning’s
newspaper has a story about some kids baking cookics
for our seldiers in the desert. Your local group supports
on¢ of the several objectors relusing to fight for oil. The
evening TV news covers a grandmother who volunteers.
Your school offers a special event on the history of Iraq
and Kuwait. The local afternoon news has a special on
"bomb Iraq" tunes played by a California disc jockey.
You may still feel alone, but might also starl suspecting
there are more people with you than the reporiers are
counting.

Whal can you do next? Don’t forget the "little things".
Keep up your memberships in peace groups. Their
personal links and honest newsletters are antidotes to
the worldview sold by mainstream media. Talk to other
people about their feelings toward war preparation.
Their doubts and questions may surprise you. Be
faithful to a schedule of prayer, study and quiet. No
malter what happens, we are all in it for the long haul.

{ close my eyes...I see a dream,
nothing is what it seems...for there is peace
and, there is love..and harmony reigns
from the sky abave...the turtledove and
life’s many loves twirl in a mystic minuet.
Akl But lest [aulty memory leads us astray
from the multitude of this earth’s niany guests.
Like wrelched worins we slither in the dirt,
as if there were no such condition as time
to rob our juvenescence
and the [ormality of demisc.
We engulf secular objects with the lust of Lucifer,
fargetting that all is dust,

Then dare 1o rcach out with courage. Do your parl
locally with trust that hundreds all over this nation arc
doing their part 1o their own neighborhoods.

* Do you have a high school ncar you? Join with
others (o get them to invite a speaker like Ray
Parrish from the Midwest Committec [or Military

Counseling (MCMC). Call him at (312) 939-3349 mere simoke in the oculus of the great Spirit’s
or write MCMC at 343 S. Dearborn- Suite 1113, intellect. . e B
Chicago, IL 60604, -.We plan our tools of destruction and rejoice over
J the ultimate
* Are you near a college or university or a high school REdATY iy
with a psychology department or teacher? Visit -Nayl..i seell My eyes are open. .
--Franklin Brandon

them with a copy of the Statement on the Irag-
Kuwait  crisis by  Psychologists for  Social
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Marion Penitentiary: Beyond the Myths
a reply by John L. Clark, Warden
United States Penitentiary

| thank Pax Christi Illinois for the opportunity 1o
respond Lo a receni arlicle given prominence in these
pages which unfairly cast the operation of Marion
Fedcral Penitentiary in a terrible light. Very serious
accusations were made of a dehumanizing government
gulag right here in Illinois, accusations geared o outrage
the sensitivitics ol persons dedicated to furthering peace
and justice.

There is a second very real side to this story, Marion, in
fact, has been increasingly recognized as a well managed
prison scrving a most difficult socictal mission.
However, this side of the story does not lend itself to the
type of simplistic rhetoric of Marion’s critics.

I am confident the Pax Christi readership can approach
fairly the difficult human issues involved in the struggle
of an agency to perforn - in a fair and humane manner -
one of the most demanding tasks this socicty asks of its
public servants. Further, please consider the challenge
faced by sincere prison officials as we mesh ideals and
philosophy with very difficull human reality, a reality
demanding concrele daily decisions where human safety
and well-being are at stake.

The first issue in understanding Marion is Lo view it not
as an isolated prison bul as on¢ component of a well-
organized system, the Federal Bureau ol Prisons (BOP).
This agency is widely recognized as being an
international leader in corrections, though it currently
copes with a 70% overcrowding level.

Most state and federal prisons allow inmates
independence and involvement in a varicty of activitics
Lo a degree unimaginable to most of the general public,
This is true in all of our other federal prisons, including
such high security facilities as Leavenworth, Kansas and
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania.  They have available (o
prisoners cxtensive programs in education, vocational
training, industries, counseling, and the like. These are
clean prisons featuring good food and excellent medical
treatment.  Elsewhere, a large percentage of [ederal
inmates are housed in [enceless, open prison camps.

Indced as a system, the BOP much more often is
accuscd of not being punitive enough, of being too casy
and running country clubs.

Our guiding philosophy is that we are not in the business
of administering punishment on a daily basis, but that
the court-imposed loss of [reedom in itself is the
punishment. In short, we are broadly acknowledged (o
run a safe, humanc prison system.

Within that context, where does Marion Penitentiary fit?
Simply put and using a basic Pax Christi tenet, Marion is
the BOP’s alternative (o violence, Inmatc-on-inmate
violence, that is.

Marion is Lhe safety valve for the other 65 flederal
prisons as it deals with the small lraction constituting the
most lawless, predatory prisoners of the 58,000 in the
federal system. Around our system, the behavior of this
few upscts the delicate balance we seck in allowing
inmate independence while maintaining human safety

and staff control. This lawlessness .and intimidation,
which frequently takes the form of prison gang activity,
constitutes a threat to the other prisoners. These other
prisoners have a right to serve their sentences in clean,
safe prisons run by professional stalf, not by a ruthless
band of predators.

1 struggle (o convey the extraordinarily difficult job of
correctional staff -- ordinary men and women -- in
dealing with the challenge of this small but dangerous
clement.  In our other prisons, we first usc a
combination of counseling and sanctions, such as loss of
privileges or good lime. When that [fails, transfers to
higher security prisons are in order.

Only when a person continues such a pattern or commits
one or two outrageous acls of violence or escape lo we
sometimes determine that he has temporarily forfeited
his right to serve tiine in an open population, He is then
placed in the close controls of Marion.

Yet even al Marion, we deal with inmates in a humane
fashion. Yes, lifc is slow. The rule is: Salety [irst.
Inmates initially spend most of their time in their cells,
but they arc able (o progress to increasing degrees of
independence an activity.  There is no "Clockwork
Orange” mind control but simply the expectation to stop
acting bad, quit being assaultive and intimidaling.

Granted, the regime is boring, but boredom is not
brutality. The daily atmosphere is surprisingly calm and
civil. Inmates are not physically abused. They live in
clean quarters, cating good food and receciving good
medical care. Most have daily group recreation and
individual (¢levisions are standard 1ssue. With a count of
375, we stay well below our normal capacity of 500.
(Total cells number 590).

On the average, inmates progress through Marion’s
system and are (ransferred to other prisons in about
three years. Over 600 prisoners have been translerred
lo open prisons since 1984, and about 90% [unction
successfully once moved, a drastic change from their
previous behavior patters.

But what about those charges listed in the Pax Christi
Summer issue? Lack ol space limits my response, but
let me touch on the eritical 1ssues.

- There is not one political prisoner, in the commonly
accepted sense, who is held at Marion because of his
beliefs or  associations. Every person  stands
legitimately convicted of serious crimes. 1 challenge
any specilic casc critics might raise.

- The waler supply al Marion has been repeatedly
tested and mects cvery applicable EPA  safe
drinking watcr standard.

- The type of rectal probe for contraband occasionally
used in many prisons and asserted lo be common
practicc at Marion is used only when absolutely
necessary.  (Somc inmaies use body cavities like
suitcases.) We have not needed to perform one
such search in the first tcn months of 1990,




(Prison, cont.)
- All inmates placed at Marion are closely sereened to
assurc their placement is appropriate and necessary.

- Amnesty International has never visited our prison
nor done an extensive study of Marion. Although it
is a fine organizalion, it sunply has not done ils
homework on this issue.

However, Marion has willingly opened isell 10
unprecedented scrutiny [rom outside sources because we
have nothing to hide and much of which are proud.
Over recent years, this scrutiny has included reviews by
federal  courts, Congressional  commillees, many
clements of the media, educalors, students and
responsible community leaders,  Last year about 700
outsiders passed through Marion in the search of a
betler understanding of these difficult issues.

For those who look, whether casual visitors or the most
in-depth legal and Congressional reviewers, the response
is almost universally that of understanding and
admiration of the manner in which we carry out our
mission.

Simply put, people seem to conclude that Marion 1s an
unfortunate necessity of our society, but yet a well-run
prison.

Realizing that a major piece of Pax Christi’s philosophy
is study and education, I invite you 1o look beyond the
shallow rhetoric and intentional distortions of a handlul
of critics. I would certainly welcome a visit to Marion
and an in-depth review of our operation by [air-minded
members of your organization. [ would also cajoy
individual comments or inquirics at US Penitentiary,
Box 2000, Marion 1L. 62959, -- John Clark, Warden

Pacem In Terris Award

Maircad Corrigan Maguire, 1977 Nobel Peace Prize
winner, received another award, the Pacem [n Terris
Award on October 6th at Qur Lady of Victory Church,
Davenport. The Pacem fn Terris Award is sponsored by
Pax Christi IL and lowa Bread For the World, Common
Ground and the Diocese of Davenport.

The 1976 murder of the three youngest children of her
sisler Ann and Ann’s scrious injury raised serious
questions in Maircad’s mind. She faced the question: Is
there no way but violenee? In Maircad’s contemplation
before a crucifix the only answer came over and over -
Love your cnemy. Then she saw what Christianity is all
about ~ refusing to kill.

Speaking to the 250 people who came out Lo hear this
woman who dares to lead in war-torn Northern Ircland,
Maircad said, "I’s a myth that the problem in Northern
Ircland is religions. [ is social, it is cconomic. Violence
is understandable. Fear is the dominant foree used and
kept up by the politicians. But is the gun the only way?"

She explained that the population of three-quarters
Protestants and one-quarter Catholics have never before
been encouraged to come together. One can be 16 years
old and never have met the other side. She and others
lake Lo the streets for peace and are working to build
genuine relationships between the ditferent cultures.
Reconciliation is their goal as they attempt 1o develop
relationships and build community.

She believes that churches ought to call people to
reconciliation, to sharc so that no one has loo much and
to live the message of the non-violent Jesus. She says,
"Go back to the Gospel. Jesus was a pacifist.  We
Christians must again live the full message of Jesus. For
me, non-violence 1s an absolute principle.”

Mairead spoke of how at this moment, nonviolence is
breaking out all over the world including in the Eastern
Block, in Poland, and in China. The Peace People in
Northern Ireland [last for the 40 days preceding
Nagasaki Day as a prayer for peace.  She behieves that
small countrics must lead the way in nonviolence.

Deploring the priority given to military solutions she
said, "We arc destroying our earth and using our best
brains for Star Wars. While 12 million in Ethiopia die of
starvation, the US. can afford to transport troops to
Saudi Arabia at the drop of a hat with no money
spared.”

Maircad grew passionale as she again called upon the
churches 1o lead the way, "The churches have to put on
the name of Christ and stop social justice from being
crushed oul by the arms race. The churches must
change the system of injustice.”

In summary Mairead faced the horror of nationalism,
speaking personally to cach person in the audience,
“Nationalism is not worth a single on¢ of your heads.
Referring to the Gull situation she cut through to
prophetic insight.,"We put our flags up there (potnting
up) and our Chrislianity down there (lowering her arm).
Future people will look back and wonder how we could
have been so inhuman.” --- Mirtiam Hennessey

A Death In The Family

I just received word that Miriam Hennessey has died.
Miriam was a Franciscan sister, who worked with the
clderly.  She was struck by a truck while walking to
work this past Friday. October 26, and was declared
dead the following day.

Miriam lived in Davenport and was the past coordinator
of PC Quad Cities.

This world has lost a peacemaker, bul somewhere in the
heavens a new star shines brightly.
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Someone’s Dying, Lord, Kum-ba-ya

The decision was final. The State of 1llinois would kill
Charles Walker at midnight on September 12(h. The
Stale’s responsce Lo a violenl acl was more violence,

AL 9:00PM [ began my trek to Stateville Prison in Jolict,
prayerful, anxious and curious about what lay ahead.
Having attended similar vigils in Flosida 1 expecled a
small, silent group to gather in the dark in prayer.

Ag | necared the prison, | saw flares, police and
barricades as | scarched lor a parking place. The road
was filled with cars and people quictly walking up a hill,
across the road then down a long dark road to the
entrance of the prison grounds.

Ahead, a crowd assembled. Men and women were
segregated in order o be patted down, with police
scarching pockets, purses, and bags. It was a slow
process. As @ waited, 1 watched people, wondering who
was pro-death penalty and who was anti-death penalty,
After being scarched, 1 signed in, indicating my name,
address and the name of the person I was going to visil.

Finally 1 was allowed 1o enter the grounds. Following a
pathway bordered by snow [encing, T saw bright lights
powered by noisy generators, porta-pottics and a row of
reporters with cameras. The atmosphere was like a
circus. ‘

Yet, as I drew closer, 1 saw
lighted candles and a huge
circle of people quictly walk
ing. I heard, but could not
see, @ group chanting "MNa,
Na,Na,Na/Na,Na,Na,Na, Hey
Walker, Goodbye". 1 found
a candle, shared the flame
of a woman in the circle, and
began circling,

As 1 walked, | thought of
Charles Walker. What was he
thinking and feeling as the
minutes ticked by? Was he
afraid? Did he feel remorse?
Had he made peace with God?
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I prayed for him.

I thought of the families of the victims. How did they
fee! as the minutes ticked by?  Angry? Eager?
Forgiving? 1 praved lor them.

The circle of 500 continued to wind slowly around a
clump of trees. The 40 or so death penally supporters
continued their chant.  Someonc in our circle quictly
began Lo sing, "Kum-Ba-ya, my Lord. Kum-Ba-ya". The
melody rippled through the circle - two, ten, twenty, two
hundred voices sollly sang, "Someone’s crying, Lord,
come by here”. The voices, barely audible, circled the
trees; the Spirit [lowing.

"Na,Na,Na,Na", the chant grew louder. The singing
whispered "Somcone’s praying, Lord". “Na,Na,Na,Na,",
the chant grew frantc, intoxicated. “Come by here,
Lord, Come by here.” the song, still whispered,
remained strong.

The singing continued as people grew close, filling the
circle. Midnight approached, "Somecone’s dying, Lord,
Come by here.”. Then a cheer, whistles and shouts as
midnight struck, Walker was dead. A baby near me
cricd and his parents comforted him.

Aller a silence, the circle shared prayers, scripture, and
reflections led by members of many denominations.
The same tired chant, "Na.Na,Na,Na," interrupted the
prayer momentarily. 1 felt grateful that we had no need
lo take offense from the chant. We had so much
richness in our prayer, silence and action to draw upon,
to comfort us, 1o give us hope.

And hope I felt. Looking around me at the astounding
numbers of people gathered at 12:30pm in a cold, damp
ficld far [rom anyone’s home gave me hope. The quict
assurance of strong prayer, peacefully shared even when
challenged, gave me hope. The people, Pax Christi
friends from throughout the state as well as strangers
keeping my candle alive gave me hope.

A simple melody, "We've only begun to fight!" rang
clear and loud as the vigil ended and carried us all back
Lo our cars, our homes, our communities where we have
only begun to {ight! -- Julic Donovan

Petition Witnessing To The New Governor of Illinois

This petition drive is being organized by Ammnesty Internationgl. 1 vou agree with the statement below, please have
people sign it and return it by January 1. 1o Amnesty International USA 53 W. Jackson Suite 1162 ,Chicago 1L 60603.

To the Governor-clect of Tliinois: We witness our opposition 1o exceutions by the government of the State of llinois.
An execution is an act of cruel and useless violence. It 18 not a legitimate punishinent. We call on you o exercise the
life or death power conferred on the Gavernor by law (o respeet the Tundamental human right, the right to life, by
preventing any further executions. We look Torward 1o the day when this barbarie practice will be abolished.

Namce Address




The Challenge for NAFA,
The North American Farm Alliance

The Jollowing article is reprinted from an NAF A leaflet.

A basic emotion found in many rural and farm people
today is frustration. In spitc of many decades of efforts
10 stop the hemorrhage of farmsteads from the land, we
still find a loss of over 2,000 farmers cvery week. It
scems Lo be as inexorable as the daily rising and setting
of the sun.

North American Farm Alliance is the latest farm and
rural group to try to stem that loss of farmers and
disintegration of rural communitics. In the tradition of
the US Farmecrs Association, a group of concerned
farmers and others formed a new coalition to confront
the crisis of the Reagan administration and its
destructive policies,

An ongoing problem of such rural orpanizations is the
spectrum of different political points of view from the
far right to the radical left. The influence of the Farm
Burcau Federation is very strong with the Chamber of
Commerce point of view on politics and farm policies in
this country.

There has been very little effective progressive and anti-
corporate organizing down through the years. When
such has taken place in the past, the established system
has becen able to wait out the left aberration and
eventually it has rcturned the rural community to the
corporatc agenda.

Farmers themselves are often confused about the
Eroccss of intentional farm destruction. They often

lame themselves for being the victims of this corporate
proccss. With a fecling of guilt, they quietly phasc out
of farming and they try to find other ways to make a
living and survive. .

In 1945, there were some six million productive family
farms. Today there are less than onc million of them
and it is being forecast that soon this country may be
down to about 50,000 megafarms who will produce most
of our national food and fiber.

With assets of about one trillion dollars, the farm
industry has been having an ongoing debt of about $200
billion with a longlime parity ratio of fifly to sixty
percent.

In such financial straits, the remaining farmers have little
moncy and time lo study their predicament and to
effectively organize themselves for preservation of the
family farm concept. As the family farmers continue Lo
phase out at a rate of 2000 a week or more, soon the
food industry will be totally owned and controlled by
multinational corporations from the field to the table.
They will also often own the table.

In NAFA, we sull believe there is a good chance to turn
this process around. We know many farmers who are
becoming awake and aware of their predicament. Here
in the Heartland of America there is still a possibility of
braking this headlong process and of turning the
momentum around. Some [armers can be organized 1o
insist on supply management and to reccive suilable
prices [or their products.

NAFA will make itself available as an organizational
resource for these concerned farmers both here in Iowa
and throughout the American rural community., There
is no other national farm organization willing to risk this
challenge. - - Paul Kabat

NAFA, P.O. Box 2502, Ames 1A, 50012.

THANK-YOU, THANK-YOU, THANK-YOU

In this season of thanks-giving we'd like to offer our thanks to all of you. We thank you for being faithful to God’s call
o be peacemakers. We thank you for being courageous when it’s difficult 1o speak the truth. We thank you for
listening when others need to be heard. We thank you for coming oul to meetings, vigils and witnesses when you're
tired. We thank you for all you do to make the world more peaceful and more just, You are an inspiration to all of us.

We thank you for your contributions to this newsletter: reports, stories and calendar items. we thank you also for your
generous donations to PCIL and especially [or the funds nceded to get this newsletter printed and mailed. We ask those
of you who have not contributed to donate in this season for our upcoming costs. Thank you. - - Julie Donovan

Enclosed is my donation of [ |85 [ ]$ for publishing costs.

Here are my comments, criticisms, compliments, and ideas:

Name Phonc

Address City

Zip




Calendar
Ist Sunday of each month  PC Peoria meetings. 7:30 PM at the home of Jane Myers. (309) 688-2804
lst Nonday of cach month  PC Quad Cities meeting . Call Bill Fisher {309) 764-8068

st and 3rd Mondays Chicago Scripture Base Community meeting, 7:15 o %:00 PM at Si. Cornelius rectory. 5205 N. Leib. Call Jack
and Judy Speer (312) 283-51506

[ivery Wednesday PC Lake County mectings. 7:30 PM at the home of Jim and Juliec Donovan. (708) 623-0590

Nov. 16 First anniversary of 1he assassination of the 6 Jesnits and their housckeeper in T4l Salvador

Nov. 18 .23 Oil-Free Sunday

Nov. 18-25 Liberty 1o the Captives/Food for the Hungry. PC-USA encourages local groups 1o organize vigils, demonstrations
and witnesses to call attention to the Gulf situation, Leaflet available from PC-USA,

Dec. 2 Tenth anniversary of the death of the 4 martyrs of F1 Salvador.

Dec. 2 "T'he Cirele is Larger: 10 Years In The Struggle”. an event commemorating the death of the four women of Ll
Salvador. Includes testimony. reflection. prayer. music. and a buffet. Academy of the Sacred Heart Auditorium,
6250 N. Sheridan Rd. Chicago. Sponsored by the Chicago Religious Task Force on Central America (312) 663-
4398,

Dec. 25 Birthday of the Prince of Peace. No war toys, please.

Jan. 1 World Peace Day

Jan 19 PCIL State Council meeting. Rockford 11, (see box on p3).

Feb 24-27 I'r. Antonio Fortich. Nobel Peace Prize nominee will be on a speaking trour in the Chicago area. Contact Jack and
Judy Speer (312) 283-5136

Spring Pax Christi Mideast Delegmion. 1f yon are interested in participating, please contact PC-USA, 348 E. 10th St

Erie. PA 16503

pax christi il
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