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For more information about organizations in your area, contact:

National Committee to Free Puerto Rican Prisoners of War
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2607 W. Division Street ¢ Chicago, IL 60622

773/278-0885 ph ¢ 773/278-1633 fax ® prpowpp@aol.com

Interfalth Prisoners of Consclence Project
2120 N. Lincoln e Evanston, IL 60201
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Comité Pro-Derechos Humanos en Puerto Rico
Calle Rodriguez Serra Ntdm. 8, Suite 2B
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00907 ¢ 787/723-9829 ph/ fax

Division of the American Missionary Assoclation
United Church Board for Homeland Ministries

700 Prospect Avenue ¢ Cleveland, OH 44115
216/736-3280 ph  216/736-3263 fax ® ikutan@ucc.org

This booklet was prepared in support of the campaign to obtain amnesty for the
Puerto Rican political prisoners with staff and financial support from the Division
of the American Missionary Association of the United Church Board for
Homeland Ministries. Its contents are an adaptation and updating of booklets
previously produced by the National Committee to Free Puerto Rican Prisoners
of War and Political Prisoners ("More than a Decade” and “It's Time to Bring

Them Home®).

it’s time to

BRING THEM HOME!

The fourteen* Puerto Rican independentistas in US prison today
are political activists, most of whom have spent 18 years behind
bars. They were workers and professionals, students and teach-
ers, community organizers and artists who found the Puerto
Rican condition — in the island and in the United States —
intolerable. Their decision to join the Puerto Rican independence
movement in response to the colonial reality of their people
placed them'on a collision course with the Umted States govern-
ment.

Throughout the 1970’s As Assistant Dean at a Chicago

they fought against community college in the late 1970s, |
racism and worked to | yas able to observe Ms. Valentin, Mr.
ImapENc RGO to Ldpez and Mr. Torres in their voluntary
quality education. They | community work, helping Puerto Rican
labored to create youm stay in xhw’y seekim w’]m
community institutions: | gpnortunities for minorities in general,

alternative education and working to prevent poverty from
Programs, child care destroying the future of numerous
facilities, health ser- children... This is the type of work that
vices, housing co-ops, the three prisoners | know were doing
recreation facilities,

=S o before they were incarcerated, and it is
political organizations; | the same type of work | know they

and participated in would do if they were released. — Mark
churches, student Cramer; Ph.D. Gaithersburg, MD
groups, committees

against repression,

professional associations, campaigns to stop drug abuse and the
violence among youth.

* previously, fifteen; one former prisoner, Antonio Camacho Negrén, was
released in February, 1998.



The consequences of their political actions were severe: Firing
from jobs, forced abandonment of careers, expulsion from school,
denial of scholarships, threats, being spied upon, attacks by the
police and the FBI, and, after their arrest, being branded as
terrorists and placed in some of the worst prisons in the US.

Why?

In waves of arrests between 1980 and 1985, they were convicted
of acting or conspiring to act in favor of independence for Puerto
Rico and given extraordinarily lengthy sentences. Thirteen of
them assumed the position of prisoner of war, declaring they
were combatants to free Puerto Rico, and that, under interna-
tional law, the US government had no jurisdiction to prosecute
them. Eleven of them, with sentences of 55 to 105 years, are
serving sentences 19 times longer than the average sentence
given the year they were sentenced. Most are serving the equiva-

lent of life
in prison.
Atsome
point during
the service
of their
sentences,

There is a growing consensus—it's enough. They
have paid what they have ta pay...Even those who
disagree with their ideology and methods agree on
this. — Bishop David Alvarez
Episcopal Church of Puerto Rico

they have been subjected to cruel, inhuman and degrading prison
conditions, held in prisons far from their families, shuffled
between maximum security prisons, sexually assaulted, denied
medical care, or buried in solitary confinement or underground
prisons designed to physically, psychologically and politically
destroy them. And they have had to watch from afar as their
children grew up without them, or their parents and family
members suffered from terminal illnesses and died.

The Colonial Case of Puerto Rico

Puerto Rico has been a colony for 500 years, first of Spain and
then of the United States. In 1898, at the conclusion of what is
called the Spanish American War, Spain was forced to cede the
island nation to the United States pursuant to a treaty between
Spain, France and the United States. No one consulted the
people of Puerto Rico, in violation of a Charter of Autonomy
signed by Spain and Puerto Rico which provided that the island’s
status could not be altered without consulting the Puerto Rican
people. The US military declared martial law, installed a US
govemor, and began a program to alter and destroy the fiber of

Puerto Rico. Over
The President can assume the proper roleas | the years, the US
a humanitarian, to advance dialogue about destroyed Puerto
Puerto Rican self-determination, by pardoning | Rico’s agrarian
these-men and women. economy; deval-
— Angel Ortiz, Philadelphia City ued its money;
Council Member at Large imposed citizen-
ship on its people;
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drafted its men into the US army to fight US wars; imposed the
teaching of the English language and US history on its students;
polluted its air, land and water; sterilized its women; and in-
stalled 21 US military bases on some of the best land.

As with people in all colonial contexts, there have always been
Puerto Ricans who have sought to gain their national sovereignty.
These women and men are part of this long history of resistance.
This resistance, whether the mere advocacy of independence or
the taking up of arms, has been censored, criminalized, and
punished throughout the years by harassment, surveillance,
imprisonment, and even summary execution.

Many people in the US may be unaware that the UN denounces

colonialism as a crime,

The United States would not exist recognizes a colonized
today if the 13 colonies had not people’s right to end colo-
sought independence and fought to | nialism by any means at their
win freedom from the colonial yoke | disposal, and affirms that
of Britain. Itis an intolerable irony | these laws apply to the case
that the US should punish others for| of Puerto Rico. Although it

. | seeking that which it celebrates. | ™ay be surprising to some
— Roger S. Wareham, Esq. Vice- | US citizens, the continued
Intemational General Secretary, incarceration of these men
International Association Against and women is a violation of
Torture international law.
The Context of Their Case

The US’ national heroes — George Washington, Thomas Jefferson
and their colleagues — recognized, theorized, wrote about, and
fought for their freedom. The Declaration of Independence

expressly provides that the people have a right to alter or abolish
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pursuit of happiness, : :
and to institute a new Many Governments throughout the world
govemrhent which are releasing political prisoners. Given
may effectively secure | the fong time already served and many
those ends. Their war other considerations, | call on you to
of independence has grant them unconditional amnesty. Such
inspired many a worthy decision would surely help begin
peoples since. to heal, and hopefully ultimately resolve
the divisions that presently exist on this

" In the past, US issue. — John Devereux, Labor Senator

presidents have for Tasmania, Parliament of Australia

any form of government which becomes destructive of life,
liberty, and the

exercised the constitu-

tional power of pardon to release people who acted or conspired
to act against the government, including Confederate soldiers
who took up arms in the Civil War and were convicted of treason,
socialists convicted of organizing armed resistance to the draft in
World War I, and Puerto Rican Nationalists who fired on Blair
House in 1950 and on the US Congress in 1954.

In the cases of South Africa, the Middle East, northern Ireland,
and China, the US government has played a leading role in
advocating for human rights, reconciliation, and the release of
political prisoners. Presidents Bush and Clinton recognized
Nelson Mandela as a leader of his people, a freedom fighter, and
a key player in developing the post-apartheid future of his
country. Yet, he was charged and sent to prison for virtually the
same reasons these Puerto Rican men and women are in custody
today.

We must call upon the United States government to apply these
same efforts at reconciliation to the case of Puerto Rico and its
political prisoners. This historical juncture offers the perfect
opportunity. The United Nations has declared this decade of the
90’s as the decade in which colonialism must end; this year marks



the 100th anniversary of the US occupation of Puerto Rico; sectors
in the US Congress now acknowledge that Puerto Rico is a colony

For the Puerto Rican churches, the
notion of jubilee is doubly signifi-
cant, as that territory prepares for
the centennial of its formal
relationship to the United States.
Many hope for signs of reconcilia-
tion. Your presidential decree of
clemency for these prisoners
woukd be such a sign.— Dr.
Konrad Raiser, General Secretary,
World Council of Churches

and have called for a
resolution to the question
of Puerto Rico’s status.

We must place Puerto Rico
in its historical and global
context. The process of
reconciliation of civil wars,
colonialism, racist and
apartheid regimes is always
accompanied by the release
of political prisoners. We
need only look to the recent
examples of South Africa,

Ireland, and Palestine. In the search for resolution and reconcilia-
tion, justice requires the release of the political prisoners. Puerto

Rico deserves nothing less.

The Campaign

Throughout Puerto Rico and the United States and across the
world, a campaign for their release enjoys the support of a wide
variety of individuals and organizations. From elected officials in
the US and other countries to the historical consensus reached by
the leaders of every political party in Puerto Rico; from the
Catholic Bishops of Puerto Rico to the heads of the World and
National Council of Churches, the United Church of Christ, the
United Methodist Church, and so many others in the US; from
professional and cultural organizations to broad umbrella
organizations like Boricua First to renowned artists and entertain-

ers to Nobel Peace Prize winners, all have publicly expressed
their support. Now it is your turn. Regardless of how you may
feel about the acts which led to their imprisonment, regardless of
what you think about the status of Puerto Rico,

it's time to
bring them home!

You almost feel, after a visit like this, that you should speak in a lower

voice than you usually do. These were three very gentle people whose

vision, even after all these years of incarceration, is anything but

dimmed, and that does something to anybody who makes a visit like

this. — Rev. Thomas E. Dipko, Ph.D., Executive Vice-President
United Church Board for Homeland Ministries




What You Can Do

First, write a personal letter to President Clinton, 1600 Pennsylva-
nia Avenue, Washington, D.C. 20500; fax 202/ 456-2883; email at
President@WhiteHouse.gov; phone 202/456-1111. Tell him you
support the prisoners’ release.

Then, to help make others aware of the prisoners’ case and
contribute to the campaign for their release,
you can:

¢ invite a speaker to your university, organization, place
of worship;

* circulate petitions seeking their release;

* hold a house meeting and show a video about the
prisoners;

¢ introduce resolutions calling for their release in your
organizations and conferences;

¢ contribute financially;

* begin a support committee in your community;

* bring us your sugggestions.

Sample Letter

President William J. Clinton
The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

In this centennial year of Puerto Rico’s colonial relationship with
the US, I urge you to exercise the constitutional power of pardon
to grant immediate and unconditional release to the Puerto Rican
women and men in US custody for their actions in favor of.
Puerto Rican independence. '

* Eleven are serving terms of 55 to 105 years;

* Most have already served 15 and 18 years in prison, far longer
than the average person convicted of murder is made to serve;

* Some have been held in the most maximum security prisons
under conditions condemned by Amnesty International;

* They acted out of political motivation, not for personal gain.
Your predecessors throughout history have pardoned people
who acted or conspired.to act against the government, including
Confederate soldiers in the Civil War and Puerto Rican National-
ists who attacked Blair House and the Congress in the 1950s.

The 13 colonies fought to win freedom from the colonial yoke of
Britain. It is an intolerable irony that the US should punish others
for seeking that which it celebrates.

The unconditional release of these men and women would be a
critical step towards the reconciliation and resolution of the status
of their nation for which Puerto Ricans have yearned for the last
century. Please act immediately to reunite these immensely .
talented, disciplined, and mature men and women with their
loved ones, their communities, and their people. Thank you for
your immediate action regarding this matter.

Respectfully,



Write To The Prisoners

Edwin Cortés
#92153-024

Ricardo Jiménez
#88967-024 (A-2)
Alberto Rodriguez
#92150-024 (B-3)

USP Lewisburg

- PO. Box 1000
Lewisburg, PA 17837

Elizam Escobar
#88969-024

FCI El Reno, Unit One
P.O. Box 1500

El Reno, OK 73036

Oscar Lopez Rivera
' #87651-024

USP Marion

PO Box 1000
Marion, IL 62959

Adolfo Matos Antongiorgi
#88968-024

USP Lompoc

3901 Klein Blvd.

(Unit]) .

Lompoc, CA 93436

Dylcia Pagén -
. #88971-024
Alicia Rodriguez
#88972-024

Ida Luz Rodrfguez
#88973-024
Carmen Valentin
#88974-024

FCI Dublin

5701 8th Street

Camp Parks
Dublin, CA 94568

Luis Rosa

#88975-024

PO Box 1000

USP Leavenworth

Leavenworth, KS 66048

Juan Segarra Palmer
#15357-077

FCI Coleman

PO Box 818
Coleman, FL. 33521

Alejandrina Torres
#92152-024
FCI Danbury

- Pembroke Station

Danbury, CT 06811

Carlos Alberto Torres
#88976-024

FCI Oxford

P.O. Box 1000
Oxford, WI 53952

10

Biographical
Sketches

- of the

Prisoners

adapted from a compliation by Alberto Rodriguez

Edwin Cortés

Edwin was born in Chicago in
1955. In 1973, he became
involved in the formation of
Latinos Unidos, a high school
student organization which
advocated a Latin American
Studies Curriculum as well as
cultural programs. At high
school graduation, he pulled a
Puerto Rican flag from his
gown and unfurled it. He then
presented the principal with
Denis Maldonado’s Socio-
Historic Interpretation to dis-
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prove his teacher’s
contentions that Puerto
Rico had no history. His
_ rebellious spirit contin-
ued upon entering the
University of lllinois in
Chicago, where he
joined the ongoing
struggle which led to the
establishment of Latino
recruitment programs

a student leader he
participated in struggles
in support of Iranian,
Palestinian, Eritrean and
Mexican Peoples.

He was also instrumen-
tal in the founding of the Union for Puerto Rican Students. In the
community where he lived he helped establish programs
offering job and recreation opportunities to young people.
Edwin was a member of the Committee to Stop the Grand Jury
and to Free the Five Nationalist Prisoners. He was arrested in
1983 and sentenced to 35 years for seditious conspiracy. In prison
he has been active in the creation of social and cultural programs
for prisoners. He is also active in vocational and arts programs.
He is currently held at the US Penitentiary in Lewisburg, PA.
Edwin’s wife Alva has worked to support their two children,
Noemi and Carlos Alberto, who were 6 and 4 years old when he
was imprisoned. Noemi is now a student at the University of
Michigan and Carlos Alberto has graduated from high school.
Edwin’s release date is 2004.
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and support services. As

Elizam Escobar

Elizam was born in Ponce, Puerto Rico in 1948 and comes from a
family with a rich history of resistance to colonialism. He received
his B.A. in Fine Arts from the University of Puerto Rico. Elizam was
active in political struggles in the 1960’s, beginning with the
student and anti-war movements, and was arrested for refusing to
be inducted into the US army. He continued to be involved in the
struggle for national liberation and socialism in Puerto Rico and
became a member of the Puerto Rican Socialist League. In the early
1970’s he moved to New York, was a member of the Progressive
Labor Party for several years, and continued his political
organizing. He taught at El Museo del Barrio and public schools

and worked as a graphic artist with the Association of Hispanic
Artists. Elizam was arrested in 1980, accused of seditious
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conspiracy and sentenced to 68 years in prison. His son, Elizer, born
in 1975, who was five years old when Elizam was arrested, recently
graduated from a school of music ata New York state university. In
- prison, Elizam has continued to paint and write. His paintings have
been exhibited
throughout Puerto Rico
and the US, as well as in
Latin America and
Europe. His writings on
art and politics have been
published in journals in
Canada, England, Italy,
Latin America and the
US. He is considered one
of Puerto Rico’s most
significant revolutionary
poets and painters. His
father, Eliphelet, died in
1991, after a long illness.
Although the community,
including the mayor of
the town where his
family lives, asked
federal authorities to
allow him to attend the
funeral, the Bureau of Prisons rejected their pleas. Since 1986
Elizam has been held at the Federal Correctional Institution at El
Reno, OK. His release date is 2014.

14

Ricardo Jiménez

Ricardo was borh in San Sebastidn, Puerto Rico in 1956. His family
moved to the US when he was still an infant. He attended Tuley
High School when the school was in the midst of a crisis brought
about by a racist principal

and the lack of a relevant
curriculum for Puerto Rican
students. As a member of
Aspira and the Student
Council he was a leader in
these struggles which
ultimately led to the creation
of Roberto Clemente High
School. Ricardo was also
Vice President of the Senior
Class, a member of the
National Honor Society, and
in 1974 was chosen by the
mayor as the City of Chicago’s Senior High School Student of the
Year. In the community he worked as a volunteer at El Rincon, a
drug rehabilitation center, and on a project on housing which led to
the exposure of a plan to gentrify the Puerto Rican community in
Chicago, called the Chicago 21 plan, to turn the community into an
enclave for the high income professional class. Upon graduation he
attended Loyola University to study pharmacology and was a
member of the Latin American Student Organization, which
developed the university’s first Puerto Rican history class. He later
attended Illinois Institute of Technology in Chicago, where he
studied computer science and management, and was selected to
represent the student body at a national conference on the need to
force the major US corporations to open their doors to Latinos in
engineering and related fields. He was arrested in 1980, accused of
seditious conspiracy and related charges, and sentenced to 98 years.
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His mother, Lydia, died in 1990, after a long bout with cancer which
prevented her from traveling to see him. Prison officials refused to
allow him to visit her sickbed or to attend her funeral. In prison,
Ricardo has participated as a tutor in educational programs for
prisoners and served as an AIDS peer counselor. He is at the US
Penitentiary at Lewisburg, PA.

Oscar Lopez Rivera

Oscar was born in
San Sebastién,
Puerto Rico in 1943.
His family moved
to the US when he
was 9 years old. He
was drafted into the
army and served in
Viet Nam, awarded
the Bronze Star.
When he returned
from the war in
1967, he found that
drugs,
unemployment, housing, health care and education in the Puerto
Rican community had reached dire levels and immediately set to
work organizing to improve the quality of life for his people. Oscar
worked in the creation of both the Puerto Rican High School and
the Puerto Rican Cultural Center, and participated in the
development of the Committee to Free the Five. He was involved in
the struggle for bilingual education in public schools and to force
universities to actively recruit Latino students, staff and faculty. He
helped to found educational programs at the maximum security
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prison for men at Stateville, IL. He worked in the community
against drugs and police brutality. He also worked on ending
discrimination in public utilities like Illinois Bell, People’s Gas and
Commonwealth Edison. He was arrested in 1981 and sentenced to
55 years for seditious conspiracy. In 1988 he was given an
additional 15 years for conspiracy to escape. Oscar’s daughter,
Clarissa, lives in Puerto Rico with her daughter Karina. Since 1986,
Oscar has been in the most maximum security prisons in the
federal prison system — in Marion, IL, Florence, CO, and now back
again at Marion, with restricted non-contact visits. Thus, Karina has
never known her grandfather’s touch. Officials refused to allow
him to travel to the bedside of his brother-in-law, who was like a
father to him, suffering from terminal cancer, in 1996, or to attend
the funerals of his mother and brother-in-law in 1997. In all three
cases, he grieved alone, from the cement walls of his cell. His
release date is 2021. |

photo by Anionio Pérez, [Exito!
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Adolfo Matos Antongiorgi

Adolfo was born in Puerto Rico in 1950. At the age of 15, he moved
from his native Lajas to New York City to live with his
grandparents. When he married into an independentist family, he
began to learn about the history of resistance, and came to
understand what motivated his predecessors. In prison since 1980,

he is serving a sentence of 78 years for seditious conspiracy and
related charges. He has become an artisan, producing copper
etchings of Puerto Rican scenery and historical figures. His wife
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Helen, and his two daughters, Rosa Marfa and Lydia, who were 9
and 4 when he was arrested, live in New York, and can rarely
afford to travel to see him at the US Penitentiary at Lompoc, the
southern California prison he is assigned to.

Dyicia Pagén

Dylcia was born in New York in 1946. At an early age she became
involved in the civil rights movement, participating in voter
registration drives. By age 19, she was a community organizer
working in housing, health and educational programs, participat-
ing in rent strikes, demonstrations and takeovers. As a student at
Brooklyn College, where she studied political science and psy-
chology, she helped organize the Puerto Rican Student Union
which resulted in the formulation of a student- controlled Puerto
Rican Studies Department. She worked in an agency to assess
New York City’s poverty programs, and later got involved in
electoral politics. By the early 70’s she began a career as a TV
producer and writer developing investigative documentaries and
children’s programs at NBC, ABC,
CBS and PBS. She worked with
the Puerto Rican Media and
Education Council, which filed a
series of law suits against the
major television stations which
facilitated the local public affairs
programming that still exists toda
She also worked as the English ed
of a bilingual daily, El Tiempo. She
was arrested in 1980 and charged
seditious conspiracy and related
charges. She is serving a 63 year
sentence at the Federal Correc-
tional Institution at Dublin, CA.
Dylcia has been active in form-

19



ing and carrying out programs for and with her sister prisoners.
Her son Guillermo was whisked out of the country upon her
arrest, for fear that the government would make good on its
threats to harm him. After living in San Francisco and Chicago,
he is now a student at the University of Puerto Rico.

Alberto Rodriguez |

Alberto was born in 1953 in Bronx, New York and raised in
Chicago. While in high school he became part of a new generation
of Puerto Ricans in the US who demanded recognition of their
history and culture, and became active in the struggle for liberation.
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- provided opportunities for working

He formed part of a group of Latino students who, using the tactics
of sit-ins and boycotts, forced the Chicago Board of Education to be
more responsive to the needs of Latino students. He entered the
University of Illinois in 1972 and immediately became involved in
student struggles for a Latin American Studies Program and for
recruitment of Latino students. Upon graduation in 1976 he began
to work for community programs which

adults to pursue educational goals. He
also worked in various community
organizations such as the Workers
Rights Center, El Comité Pro-
Orientacién Comunal, El Desfile del
Pueblo, Latino Cultural Center, and
various anti-repression committees.
When arrested in 1983 he was working
as an academic counselor at
Northeastern Illinois University and
was completing his thesis
requirements for a graduate degree
from Governor’s State University. He
was convicted of seditious conspiracy and sentenced to 35 years.
His release date is 2004. In prison, at the US Penitentiary at
Lewisburg, PA, Alberto enrolled in several vocational programs,
received certificates in real estate and heating and air conditioning,
and went on to become the coordinator of the heating and air
conditioning program. Alberto’s daughter, Yazmin, was five years
old when he was arrested; his son, Ricardo, only months old.

Alicia hodn’guez

Alicia was born in Chicago in 1953, the first of her family to be born
in the United States. On entering the schools, Alicia quickly
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discovered that being born in the US brought her no privileges, as
her Puerto Rican parents, heritage, language and culture were
regarded as foreign, different, ugly, by her teachers and fellow
students. Her first trip to Puerto Rico, which came only after
graduating from high school, was a turning point in her life. On her
third and last trip, as a biology student at the University of Illinois
in Chicago, she was heartbroken at seeing the devastating effects of
industrial pollution on the island and resolved to combat its roots—
-colonialism. Arrested in 1980 and convicted of seditious
conspiracy and related charges, she is serving a sentence of 85
years. In state prison in Illinois for 16 years, in spite of restricted
movement, she availed herself of a range of vocational, recreational

and educational programs, and graduated magna cum laude from
college. She participated in peer education and literacy programs,
working with the younger women in prison. With her sister, Ida
Luz, she is presently serving her federal sentence at FCI Dublin in
California.

ida Luz Rodriguez

Ida Luz was born in Las Marfas, Puerto Rico in 1950. In the era of
the Vietnam War, Malcolm X; the Black Panthers and a resurgence
of revolutionary struggle in Puerto Rico,

she studied at University of Illinois
in Chicago, majoring in
psychology and sociology.
She participated in
community struggles for
jobs, housing and '
education, and worked
at a hospital in the
Puerto Rican
community that
blatantly
discriminated
against the very
community it
served. She worked
at the Puerto Rican
High School and
with the Committee
to Free the Five
Puerto Rican
Nationalists. She has
been in prison since




1980, serving a sentence of 83 years for seditious conspiracy and
related charges. Her release date is 2014. ;In prison, Lucy has tried
to make the most of her years in prison, learning desktop
publishing, practicing yoga, and studying. Her son, Dami4n, now
23 years old, works as a paralegal in Chicago. With her sister,
Alicia, she is presently serving her federal sentence at FCI Dublin in
California.

Luis Rosa

Luis was born in Chicago in 1960. Upon graduation he enrolled at
the University of lllinois, where he immediately involved himself in
the student movement and became president of the Union for
Puerto Rican Students. In
the community he was
particularly involved in
the struggle against
police brutality. He
participated in the
campaign against police
murders of unarmed
Puerto Ricans which
developed after the
killings of Cruz and
Osorio in Humboldt Park
on Puerto Rican Day in
1977 by Chicago police.
In addition to being a
poet and congiero, he
was an organizer for the
Desfile del Pueblo
Puertorriquefio and
active at the Puerto Rican

Cultural Center. He was also a talented athlete, on the verge of a
professional baseball career. In 1980 he was arrested and charged
with seditious conspiracy and related charges. He is serving a
sentence of 105 years. In prison Luis has continued his participation
in cultural, recreational and educational programs. His son, Luis,
Jr, is 19 years old, and lives with his mother in Chicago. Having
spent 16 years in maximum security prisons in lllinois, Luis is
serving his federal sentence at the US Penitentiary at Leavenworth,
KS.

Juan Segarra Palmer

Juan was born in Santurce, Puerto Rico in 1950. Hailing from a
family with a long history of resistance to both Spanish and US
colonialism, Juan '
continued this proud
tradition.The Vietnam
War, traveling in
Mexico, and living in
New York City added
to his political
awareness. He
graduated from
Harvard University
and continued his
studies in Cuernavaca,
Mexico. He worked in
Puerto Ricoas a
machinist and a
building
superintendent. In
1970, he began
devoting himself to the




struggle for independence, participating with the Young Lords, the
PSE, the PIP, and the Macheteros in different ways, doing political

and cultural work among prisoners in Massachusetts, the barrios of

New York and among the anti-mining, anti-nuclear, and squatters
movements in Puerto Rico, as well as in defense of workers’ rights
and union democracy. He was convicted of conspiracy and related
charges and sentenced to 55 years. He is married to Luz Berrios, a
former political prisoner, and together they have five children:
Wandy, Luriza, Amilcar, Ramén, and Zulena (who was born in

prison). He is at the Federal Correctional Institution at Coleman,
FL.

Alejandrina Torres

Alejandrina was born in San Lorenzo, Puerto Rico in 1939. When
she was 11 years old her family migrated to the US. Throughout
the 1960s and 70s, she was a leader in her community. She was a
founding member and later a teacher at the Puerto Rican High
School in Chicago. She later helped
found the Betances Health Clinic and
was active in boycotts of public
schools which continued to
miseducate children and were
hostile and racist to their parents.
At the First Congregational
Church, where she worked, she
organized a variety of community
y_programs. She also participated in
the Committee to Free the Five
Nationalists and later became a member
of the Committee to Free Puerto Rican
Prisoners of War. Throughout her
13 years of imprisonment, and
against all odds, given the many
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years of isolation, and the many physical and psychological '
assaults, she has maintained a positive attitude and works with
prisoners assisting them in achieving educational', vo‘caﬁona!l and
religious goals. Her release date is 2004. Alejapdnng is m'amed to
Rev. José Alberto Torres, and together they raised five ch_ﬂdren:
Norma, Carlos Alberto (himself also a political prisoner in
Oxford, WI), Nidza, Liza, and Catalina. Liza and Catalina.were 15
and 11 when their mother was arrested. Alejandrina has elg’ht
grandchildren: Marfa, Roberto, Noemi, Bairex, Myrna, Maria
Haydeé, Clarissa, and Carlos David. She is at the Federal Correc-
tional Institution at Danbury, CT.
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Carlos Alberto Torres

Carlos was born in Ponce,

soon emigrated to New York
and then to Chicago. In his
junior year in high school he
was able to participate in his
first Puerto Rican history class,
offered by Aspira. He studied
sociology at Southern Illinois
University and later at the
University of lllinoisat
Chicago, where he became
involved in the struggles
against the racist teachings of
Shockley, Crittenden and other
sociologists, as well as for
Latino recruitment to the
university. Carlos was in-
volved in issues in the com-
munity related to police
brutality, slum landlords,
corrupt politicians and the
colonial case of Puerto Rico.
He is the step-son of political
prisoner Alejandrina Torres. In
1980 he was arrested and
charged with seditious
conspiracy and related
charges, and sentenced to 78
years in prison. The parole
commission recently told him
he must serve another 15 years
in prison before they will
consider his case. After his
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Puerto Rico in 1952. His family

arrest, his daughter
Clarissa, then age 3, was
whisked like Guillermo
Morales, Jr., son of
Dylcia Pagén, out of the
country, for fear the
government would
make good on its threats
to harm her. Clarissa has
graduated from high
school and is living in
Florida. His release date
is 2024. He is presently
held in the Federal
Correctional Institution
in Oxford, WL

Carmen Valentin

Carmen was born in Arecibo, Puerto Rico in 1946 and emigrated
with her family to the US when she was 10 years old. Shere-
ceived a B.A. from Northeastern Illinois University, a M.A. from
Roosevelt University, and at the time of her arrest was complet-
ing her Doctorate in psychology from Loyola University. Carmen
became active in the community as a young teacher at Tuley High
School, where she struggled against racism and an educational
curriculum based on ignorance of the Puerto Rican reality. She
took her role as educator seriously and refused to compromise
her principles with the Board of Education’s demands that she
ignore the colonial plight of her people. Her educational presen-
tations became controversial, as did her participation with
students, parents and community members in a student boycott -
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to rid the
school of its
racist principal.
She was forced
to resign. She
then began to

YMCA Com-
munity College
where she
expanded its
educational
programs.
Carmen sponsored both the Iranian Student Association and the
Organization of Arab Students during an intense period of
struggle and controversy which led to many physical confronta-
tions between the students and the local police, as well as with
the Shah’s secret police. In the community she worked to defeat
the infamous Chicago 21 plan. She was a founding member and
president of the José de Diego Bilingual Center
and was on the board of directors of Aspira
of Illinois, Inc. Carmen was also a found-
ing member of the Ruiz-Belvis Educa-
tion Center and developed various
cultural and educational programs at
the maximum security prison for
men at Stateville, IL. In 1980 she
was arrested, charged with sedi-
tious conspiracy and related
charges, and sentenced to 98
years. Carmen’s son Antonio was
10 years old when she was
arrested. He is currently studying
law near Chicago and working to
support his daughter, Karina.
Carmen is at the Federal Correc-
~ tional Institution at Dublin, CA.
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Para mayor informacién en torno a organizaciones en tu drea,
comunicate con:

Comité Pro-Libertad Prisloneros de Guerra

y Presos Politicos Puertorriquefios

2607 W. Division Street ® Chicago, IL 60622

773/278-0885 ph e 773/278-1633 fax * prpowpp@aol.com

Proyecto Interreligloso de Prigloneros de Conclencla
2120 N. Lincoln ¢ Evanston, IL 60201
847/328-1543 ph/fax * MYasutake@interaccess.com

- Comité Pro-Derechos Humanos en Puerto Rico
Calle Rodriguez Serra Ndm. 8, Suite 2B
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00907 ¢ 787/723-9829 ph/ fax

Divisién de ia Asoclacion Mislonera

Junta de Ministerios Domésticos de la iglesia Unida
700 Prospect Avenue © Cleveland, OH 44115
216/736-3280 ph * 216/736-3263 fax ® ikutan@ucc.org

Este panfieto fue preparado en apoyo de la campafia de amnistig por los
prisioneros polfticos puertorriquefics con horas de trabajo profes:onal_ y apoyo
monetario de la Divisién de la Asociacién Misionera de la Junta de Mm{stenos
Domésticos de la Iglesia Unida de Cristo. El contenido es una adgptaclén y
revisién de panfietos ya producidos por el Comité Nacional Pro-Libertad
Prisioneros de Guerra y Presos Pollticos Puertomiquefios (‘Mas que una

década” y *Ya es tiempo de traerlos a casal’).

jya es tiempo de

TRAERLOS A CASA!

Los catorce independentistas puertorriquefios que se encuentran

presos en EU son activistas polfticos. La mayorfa de ellos han
pasado 18 afios tras las rejas. Eran trabajadores y profesionales,
estudiantes y maestros, organizadores comunitarios y artistas que
descubrieron que la condicién puertorriquefia — en Puerto Rico y
los Estados Unidos — es intolerable. Estos hombres y mujeres se
dieron cuenta de que la realidad colonial de su gente es
inaceptable y se sintieron obligados a formar parte del
movimiento independentista puertorriquefio; una decisién que
los coloc6 en un encuentro de choque inevitable con el gobierno

de Estados Unidos. -
: Como decano asistente en un colegio

A través de los afios 70, comunitario en Chicago a través de los
lucharon en contra del afios 70, pude observar a la Sra.
racismo y trabajaron para Valentin, Sr. Lopez y al Sr. Torres en su

el libre accesoa una - trabajo como VOIUMan'os.en la
educaci6n de calidad. wm”"’d.ad- Ayudaron a Jjovenes
Laboraron para crear puertorriquefios a mantenerse én la
instituciones comunitarias: | €56v6la, f:uscamn °P°_"U"'dad93 de
alternativas para mejoramiento académico para toda la

programas de educacién, | 96nte minoriaria y trabajaron para
facilidades de cuido de prevenir que la pobreza destruyera el
nifios, servicios de salud, | futuro de muchos nifios...Este es el tipo
cooperativas de vivienda, de trabajo que los tres prisioneros que
facilidades recreativas y conozco ha?lan antes de su
organizaciones polfticas, | éncarcelamiento y es el mismo tipo de
Participaron en iglesias, trabajo que sé que harén si fueran
grupos estudiantiles, excarcelados. — Mark Cramer, Ph.D.,

comités contra la represién, L_Gathersburg, MD
asociaciones profesionales, campafias para detener la violencia
entre la juventud y esfuerzos contra el abuso de drogas.

* anteriormente eran quince; un ex-preso, Antonio Camacho Negrén, fue
excarcelado el 1998.
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Sufrieron consecuencias severas por sus acciones politicas.
Fueron despedidos de sus empleos, obligados a abandonar sus
carreras, expulsados de la escuela, rechazados en becas,
amenazados, espiados y atacados por la policfa y el FBL. Después
de su arresto se les catalog6 de terroristas y los colocaron en
algunas de las peores prisiones en EU.

¢ Por qué?

Tras olas de arrestos entre 1980 y 1985, fueron acusados de actuar
0 conspirar para actuar a favor de la independencia de Puerto
Rico y condenados a sentencias extraordinariamente largas. Trece
de ellos asumieron la posicién de prisioneros de guerra, al
declarar que eran combatientes en el movimiento para liberar a
Puerto Rico y que, segtin la ley internacional, el gobierno de EU
no tenfa jurisdiccién para procesarlos. El término de 11 de ellos,
condenados entre 55 y 105 afios, es 19 veces més largo que el
término promedio que se aplicaba en el afio en que los
sentenciaron. A la mayorfa de ellos se les ha impuesto el
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equivalente
de cadena Hay un consenso cresciente — [basta yal Han pagado
perpetua, En lo que tienen que pagar. Aun los que estan en

algiin punto | desacuerdo con su ideologia y métodos estédn de

del acuerdo en tomo de ésto. — Obispo David Alvarez,
cumplimiento lglesia Episcopal de Puerlo Rico
de sus '

sentencias, han sido sometidos a condiciones carcelarias crueles,
inhumanas y degradantes, detenidos en prisiones lejos de sus
familias, trasladados de una prisién de méxima seguridad a otra,
asaltados sexualmente, privados de atencién médica, enterrados
en prisiones subterrdneas disefiadas para destruirlos fisica,
sicolégica y polfticamente y a muchas otras violaciones de sus
derechos humanos. Han tenido que observar de lejos mientras
sus hijos crecen sin ellos y sus padres y familiares sufren
enfermedades terminales y mueren.

El caso colonial de Puerto Rico

Puerto Rico ha sido una colonia durante 500 afios, primero de
Espafia y luego de los Estados Unidos. En 1898, al final de la
llamada Guerra Hispanoamericana, Espafia fue forzada a ceder la
isla-nacién a los Estados Unidos como resultado de un tratado
entre Espafia, Francia y los Estados Unidos. Nadie consulté al
pueblo de Puerto Rico, lo cual es una violacién a la Carta de
Autonomfa firmada por Espafia y Puerto Rico que estipulaba que
el status de la isla no podfa alterarse sin consultar al pueblo
puertorriquefio. Los militares de EU declararon ley marcial,
instalaron un gobernador de EU y comenzaron un programa para
alterar y destruir la

El presidente puede asumir su rol humanitario | fibra de Puerto
apropriado, para adelantar el didlogo en torno a| Rico. A través de
la autodeterminacién de los puertormiquefos, al | los afios, los
perdonar estos hombres y mujeres. — Angel Estados Unidos .

Ortiz, consejero de la ciudad de Filadelfia destruyeron la
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economfa agraria de Puerto Rico, devaluaron su moneda,
impusieron la ciudadanfa de EU, reclutaron hombres al ejército
de EU para pelear guerras de EU, impusieron la ensefianza del
idioma inglés y la historia de EU a los estudiantes, contaminaron
el aire, la tierra y el agua, esterilizaron a las mujeres e instalaron
21 bases militares sobre las mejores tierras de la isla.

Al igual que en los pueblos de otras naciones dominadas,
siempre hubieron puertorriquefios que resistieron el control de
EU sobre su soberanfa nacional. Estos hombres y mujeres son
parte de esta larga historia de resistencia. Su resistencia, fuera el
mero apoyo a la independencia o la toma de las armas contra el
colonizador, ha sido censurada y criminalizada, castigada por

Los Estados Unidos no existirian
hoy si las 13 colonias no hubieron
luchado por su independencia para
ganar la libertad del yugo colonial
de Gran Bretafa. Es una ironia
intolerable que los EU penalisen a
olros por buscar lo que celebran.
- Roger S. Wareham, Vice-
Secretario General Intemacional,
Asociacion Intemacional Contra Ia
“Tortura .

afios mediante
hostigamiento, vigilancia,
encarcelamiento y hasta
ejecucién sumaria.

Mucha gente en los EU
desconoce que las Naciones
Unidas denuncia el
colonialismo como un
crimen y reconoce el derecho
de un pueblo colonizado a
terminar el colonialismo por
cualquier medio a su
disposicién y afirma que
estas leyes se aplican al caso

de Puerto Rico. Aunque sorprenda a algunos ciudadanos
estadounidenses saberlo, mantener a los prisioneros politicos
puertorriquefios bajo custodia es una crasa violacién de la ley

internacional.

R LTLY

El caso de ellos

Los héroes nacionales de los EU — Jorge Washington, Tomés
Jefferson y sus colegas— reconocieron, teorizaron, escribierony
lucharon por su libertad. La Declaracién de la Independencia
provee expresamente para que el pueblo tenga el derecho de

alterar y abolir
cualquier forma de
gobierno que destruya
los fines de la vida,
libertad y biisqueda de
la felicidad y de .
instituir un nuevo
gobierno que asegure
efectivamente esos
fines. Su guerra de
independencia ha
inspirado, desde
entonces, a muchos
puebos.

Muchos gobiemos en el mundo
excarcelan prisioneros polfticos. Dado el
largo tiempo ya servido y otras
consideraciones, hago un llamado a Ud.
a daries amnistia incondicional. Tal
decision de seguro ayudara a sanar y
esperamos resolver las divisiones que
existen en este momento en tomo a este
asunto. - John Devereaux, Senador de
Trabajo por Tasmania Parlamento de
Australia

Enen el pasado, los presidentes de EU han ejerecido el poder
constitucional del indulto para liberar a personas que han
actuado o conspirado para actuar en contra del gobierno,
incluyendo a soldados confederados que tomaron las armas en la
Guerra Civil y fueron condenados de traici6n, a socialistas
condenados por organizar la resistencia armada contra el
reclutamiento militar en la Primera Guerra Mundial y a
nacionalistas puertorriquefios que dispararon en frente de la Casa
Blair en 1950 y dentro del Congreso de EU en 1954.

En los casos de Africa del Sur, el Medio Oriente, Irlanda del Norte
y China, el gobierno de EU ha desempefiado el papel de lider en
apoyar los derechos humanos, la reconciliaci6n y la excarcelacién
de los prisioneros politicos. Los presidentes Bush y Clinton
reconocieron a Nelson Mandela como lfder de su pueblo, -
luchador por la libertad y la clave en el desarrollo anti-separatista
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del futuro de su pafs. Sin embargo él fue acusado y enviado a
prisi6n por las mismas razones que estos hombres y mujeres
puertorriquefios que hoy estdn bajo custodia.

— — Hacemos un llamado al
Para las iglesias puertorriquenas, la gobierno de EU para que
nocion del jubileo es doblemente dedique los mismos
significative, mientras que ese esfuerzos de reconciliacién
territorio prepara para el centenario en el caso de Puerto Rico y
de su relacion formal con los Eslados | - sys prisioneros politicos.
Unidos. Muchas esperan por sefiales | Egta coyuntura histérica
de reconcilacion. Su decreto ofrece la oportunidad
presidencial de clemencia para estos perfecta. Las Naciones
prisioneros seria tal sefial. - Dr. Unidas han declarado esta
Konrad Raiser, Secretario General, década de los 90 como la
Conssjo Mundial de Iglesias década en que el
colonialismo debe inar; este

afio marca el centenario de la ocupaci6n de Puerto Rico por los
EU y varios sectores en el Congreso de EU reconocen que Puerto
Rico es una colonia y han llamado para una resolucién a la
pregunta del estatus de Puerto Rico.

Debemos ubicar a Puerto Rico en su contexto histérico y global.
El proceso de reconciliacién de guerras civiles, colonialismo,
racismo y régimenes separatistas va siempre acompafiado por la
liberaci6n de prisioneros politicos. S6lo tenemos que ver los
ejemplos recientes de Africa del Sur, Irlanda y Palestina. Enla

-bisqueda de solucién y reconciliacién debemos buscar justicia y
eso requiere la liberaci6n de los presos politicos. Puerto Rico no
merece menos de esto.

La Campana

A través Puerto Rico y los Estados Unidos y a través del mundo,
la campafia por su liberacién cuenta con el apoyo de una gran
variedad de individuos y organizaciones. Desde oficiales electos
en EU y otros pafses hasta el consenso histérico alcanzado por los
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lideres de todos los partidos politicos en Puerto Rico; desde los
obispos catélicos de Puerto Rico hasta los lideres del Concilio
Nacional de Iglesias, la Iglesia Unida de Cristo, la Iglesia Unida
Metodista y tantos otros en EU; desde organizaciones
profesionales y culturales hasta coaliciones como Boricua First;
desde renombrados artistas hasta ganadores del Premio Nobel,
todos han expresado piblicamente su apoyo. Ahora es tu turno.
No importa lo que pienses sobre los actos que los llevaron al
encarcelamiento, no importa lo que pienses sobre el status de
Puerto Rico,

jya es tiempo de

traerlos a casa!

Después de una visita como ésta, sientes que debes de hablar en voz
baja. Son personas muy gentiles, cuya vision, ain después de tantos
anos de encarcelacion, esta completamente clara. Y ésto conmueve a
cualquier persona que les visite. — Rev. Thomas E. Dipko, Ph.D., Vice-
Presidente Ejecutivo, Junta de Ministerios Domésticos de la Iglesia
Unida de Cristo
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Lo que ti puedes hacer

Primero, escribe una carta personal al Presidente Clinton, 1600

Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, D.C. 20500; fax 202/ 456-2883;
- correo electrénico: President@White House.gov; teléfono 202/

456-1111. Dile que apoyas la liberacién de los prisioneros.

Entonces, para ayudar a que otros se den cuenta del caso de los
prisioneros y contribuir a la campafia por su liberacién, puedes:

* invitar a un conferenciante a tu universidad,
organizacién o lugar de trabajo.

* circular peticiones para su liberacién.

e tener una reunién en tu hogar y mostrar un video sobre
los prisioneros.

¢ presentar resoluciones de apoyo para su 11berac16n en
tus organizaciones y conferencias.

¢ contribuir econémicamente.

* organizar un comité de apoyo en tu comunidad.

* brindarnos tus surgerencias.

Ejemplo de una carta al presidente Clinton

President William J. Clinton
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President, '

In this centennial year of Puerto Rico’s colonial relationship with
the US, I urge you to exercise the constitutional power of pardon
to grant immediate and unconditional release to the Puerto Rican
women and men in US custody for their actions in favor of
Puerto Rican independence. .

¢ Eleven are serving terms of 55 to 105 years;

‘e Most have already served 15 and 18 years in prison, far longer
than the average person convicted of murder is made to serve;

* Some have been held in the most maximum security prisons
under conditions condemned by Amnesty International;

* They acted out of political motivation, not for personal gain.
Your predecessors throughout history have pardoned people
who acted or conspired to act against the government, including
Confederate soldiers in the Civil War and Puerto Rican National-
ists who attacked Blair House and the Congress in the 1950s.

The 13 colonies fought to win freedom from the colonial yoke of
Britain. It is an intolerable irony that the US should punish others
for seeking that which it celebrates.

The unconditional release of these men and women would be a
critical step towards the reconciliation and resolution of the status
of their nation for which Puerto Ricans have yearned for the last
century. Please act immediately to reunite these immensely
talented, disciplined, and mature men and women with their -
loved ones, their communities, and their people. Thank you for
your immediate action regarding this matter.

Respectfully,



iEscribale a los prisioneros!

Edwin Cortés
#92153-024

Ricardo Jiménez
#88967-024 (A-2)
Alberto Rodriguez
#92150-024 (B-3)
USP Lewisburg

P.O. Box 1000

Lewisburg, PA 17837

Elizam Escobar
#88969-024

FCI El Reno, Unit One
P.O. Box 1500

El Reno, OK 73036

Oscar Lépez Rivera
#87651-024

USP Marion

PO Box 1000
Marion, IL 62959

Adolfo Matos Antongjiorgi
#88968-024 ‘

USP Lompoc

3901 Klein Blvd.

(Unit])

Lompoc, CA 93436

Dylcia Pagédn
#88971-024
Alicia Rodriguez
#88972-024
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Ida Luz Rodrfguez
#88973-024
Carmen Valentin
#88974-024

FCI Dublin

5701 8th Street
Camp Parks
Dublin, CA 94568

Luis Rosa

#88975-024

PO Box 1000

USP Leavenworth

Leavenworth, KS 66048

Juan Segarra Palmer
#15357-077

FCI Coleman

PO Box 818
Coleman, FL 33521

Alejandrina Torres
#92152-024

FCI Danbury
Pembroke Station
Danbury, CT 06811

Carlos Alberto Torres
#88976-024

FCI Oxford

P.O. Box 1000
Oxford, WI 53952

Biografias
de los Prisioneros

Adaptado de una compilacién por Alberto Rodriguez

Edwin Cortés

Edwin naci6 en Chicago en 1955. En 1973 se uni6 en la formaci6n.
de Latinos Unidos, una organizacién estudiantil de la escuela -
superior que abogaba por la inclusién de estudios
latinoamericanos al programa de estudio, asf como también
programas culturales latinos. El dfa de su graduacién, sacé una
bandera puertorriquefia que ocultaba bajo su toga y la despleg6.
Luego, le present6 al director una
‘copia del libro de Maldonado
Denis, Interpretacién Socio-Histérica
de Puerto Rico, para desaprobar la
contencién de su maestro de que
Puerto Rico no tenia historia. Su
espiritu de lucha continué
después de ingresar a la
Universidad de Illinois en Chi-
cago. Ahi se unié6 a la lucha
imperante que logré establecer
programas de reclutamiento de
estudiantes latinoamericanos y
programas de ayuda financiera.
Particip6 como lfder de
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estudiantes en
las luchas de
apoyo a los
iranfes,
palestinos,
eritreos y
mejicanos.
También
particip6
activamente en
la fundacién de
la Unién de
Estudiantes
Puertorriquefios
(UPRS). Luché
en su
comunidad

programas de
empleo y
recreacién para
jévenes. Edwin
era miembro
del Comité
para detener al
Gran Jurado y del Comité Pro-Libertad de los Cinco Presos
Nacionalistas. En 1983 fue arrestado y sentenciado a 35 afios por
conspiraci6n sediciosa. En prisi6n ha luchado por la creacién de
programas sociales y culturales para los prisioneros. También ha
participado activamente en programas vocacionales y de arte.
Actualmente esta encarcelado en la penitenciarfa de Lewisburg
en Pennsylvania. Alva, la compafiera de Edwin, ha trabajado
para sostener a sus hijos, Noemi y Carlos Alberto, quienes tenfan
6 y 4 afios de edad cuando Edwin fue arrestado. Noemi ya
cumpli6 19 afios y estudia en la universidad de Michigan. Su
fecha de excarcelamiento es en el afio 2004.
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para establecer '

Elizam Escobar

Elizam naci6 en Ponce, Puerto Rico, en 1948. Es descendiente de
una familia con un rico historial en la lucha contra el
colonialismo. Obtuvo su bachillerato universitario en bellas artes
en la Universidad de Puerto Rico. En la década de los 60, Elizam
particip6 en las luchas politicas, primero en los movimientos
estudiantiles y anti guerra y luego en la lucha por la liberacién
nacional y el socialismo en Puerto Rico. Fue miembro de la Liga
Socialista Puertorriquefia. A principios de los 70 Elizam se
traslad6é a Nueva York y fue miembro del Partido Laboral
Progresista, donde continu6 organizdndolo. Ensefi6 arte en el
Museo del Barrio y en las escuelas piiblicas. Trabajé como artista
gréfico con la Asociacién de Artistas Hispanos. Elizam fue -
arrestado en 1980, y acusado de conspiraci6n sediciosa y
sentenciado a 68 afios de prisién. Su hijo, Elizer, naci6 en 1975 y
tenfa 5 afios de edad cuando Elizarn fue arrestado. Recientemente
Elizer se gradu6 de la escuela de miisica en la Universidad de
Nueva York. Elizam ha continuado pintando y escribiendo




durante su encarcelamiento. Sus pinturas han sido exhibidas en
todo Puerto Rico y los Estados Unidos, como también en
Latinoamérica y Europa. Sus artfculos sobre arte y polftica han
sido publicados en revistas en Canad4, Inglaterra, Italia,
Latinoamérica y en los Estados Unidos. Elizam es considerado u
como uno de los poetas y pintores puertorriquefios mas
. relevantes del
presente
siglo. Su
padre,
Eliphelet,
falleci6 en
1991, después
de estar
enfermo por
mucho
tiempo.
Aunque la
comunidad,
incluyendo el
alcalde del
pueblo donde
vive su
familia, pidi6
alas
autoridades
federales
permiso para
que asistiera
al funeral, la
Oficina de
Prisiones
Federales rechaz6 la peticién. Elizam ha estado encarcelado en la
Institucién Federal Correcional en El Reno, Oklahoma desde
1986. Su fecha de excarcelamiento es el afio 2014.
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Ricardo Jiménez

Naci6 en San Sebastidn, Puerto Rico, en 1956. Cuando era aiin un
infante su familia vino a vivir a los Estados Unidos. En Chicago,
estudi6 en la escuela Tuley cuando esa escuela pasaba por una
crisis seria a causa de un
director racista y de
programas de estudios que
no reflejaban a realidad de
los estudiantes
puertorriquefios. Siendo
miembo del club de Aspira
y del Concilio de
Estudiantes, Ricardo era
lider en esas luchas que
culminaron en la creacién
de la Escuela Superior
Roberto Clemente. Ricardo
también era vice-
presidente de la clase graduanda, miembro de la Sociedad
Nacional de Honor, y en 1974 fue seleccionado por el Alcalde
como el estudiante ejemplar del afio de las escuelas superiores de
la ciudad de Chicago. Fue voluntario en El Rincén, centro de
rehabilitacién para drogadictos. También trabaj6 en un proyecto
de vivienda que expuso a la critica el Plan 21, un plan funesto de
la ciudad para sustituir la comunidad puertorriquefia por una
exclusivamente de clase profesional y adinerada. Una vez
graduado, entr6 a la Universidad de Loyola y se hizo miembro de
la Organizacién de Estudiantes Latinoamericanos; gracias a la
cual se instaur6 el primer curso de historia de Puerto Rico
ofrecido por la universidad. Més tarde entr6 en el Instituto
Tecnolégico de Illinois en Chicago. Allf fue seleccionado para
representar al cuerpo de estudiantes en una conferencia nacional
sobre la necesidad de forzar a las corporaciones més importantes
para que abrieran sus puertas a los ingenieros, y otros
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profesionales y técnicos latinos. Fue arrestado en 1980, acusado
de conspiracién sediciosa y otros cargos relacionados y
sentenciado a 98 afios de c4rcel. En la cércel, Ricardo ha
participado como tutor en varios programas educacionales para
prisioneros. Est4 en la penitenciarfa federal de Lewisburg,
Pennsylvania. Su madre, Lydia, muri6 en 1990, depués de una
larga batalla contra el cancer, que no le permiti viajar para
visitarlo. Los oficiales de la prisién le negaron permiso para
vistarla en su lecho de muerte y para acudir a su entierro.

Oscar Lopez Rivera

Naci6 en San Sebastidn, Puerto
Rico, en 1943. A los 9 afios su
familia vino a vivir a los EU.
Fue reclutado para servir en el
ejército de EU y pele6 en la
guerra contra Viet Nam, por lo
que fue condecorado con la
Medalla de Bronce. Cuando
regresé de la guerra en 1967,
encontré que las drogas, el
desempleo, los problemas de
vivienda, problemas de salud,
y la educacién en la

- comunidad puertorriquefia
habian alcanzado niveles alarmantes e inmediatamente comenzé
a trabajar organizando a la comunidad para mejorar la calidad de
vida de su pueblo. Oscar trabaj6 en la creacién de la Escuela
Superior Puertorriquefia Pedro Albizu Campos y el Centro
Cultural Puertorriquefio y particip6 en el desarrollo del Comité
Pro-Libertad para los Cinco Presos Nacionalistas. Luché por la
educaci6n bilingtie en las escuelas piblicas y también para
asegurar que las universidades reclutaran activamente

16

estudiantes latinos, personal y facultad. También fund6
programas educacionales en la cércel de seguridad méxima en
Stateville, IL. Trabaj6 en la comunidad en contra de las drogas y
la brutalidad policiaca. Ademds trabaj6 contra la discriminacién
en las compafifas de servicio ptiblico como la telefénica,
compaiifa del gas y de electricidad. Oscar fue arrestado en 1981y
sentenciado a 55 afios por conspiracién sediciosa. En 1988 recibié
otros 15 afios por conspiracién para escaparse. La hija de Oscar,
Clarissa, vive en Puerto Rico con su hija, Karina. Desde 1986,
Oscar ha esta encarcelado en las prisiones de mayor seguridad
del sistema federal, en la Unidad Administrativa Médxima en
Florence, Colorado, con visitas restringidas y sin contacto. As{
que Karina nunca ha sentido una caricia de su abuelo.
Recientemente los oficiales de la prisién le negaron permiso para
asistir al entierro de su madre. Desde las duras paredes de su
celda, Oscar sufrfo solo su pena. Su fecha de excarcelacién es el
2021. ’

foto por Antonio Pérez, |Exito}
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Adolfo Matos Antongiogi

Adolfo nacié en Lajas, Puerto Rico, en 1950. A la temprana edad
de 15 afios, se mud6 de su pueblo natal hacia Nueva York para
vivir con sus abuelos. Al casarse con la hija de una familia
independentista, empez6 a aprender acerca de la historia de

resistencia y comprendi6 las motivaciones de sus antecesores.
Encarcelado desde 1980, Adolfo estd cumpliendo una sentencia
de 78 afios por conspiracién sediciosa y otros cargos
relacionados. Durante este tiempo, Adolfo se ha convertido en
todo un artesano elaborando piezas de relieve en cobre, las cuales
representan escenas y figuras histéricas de Puerto Rico. Su
esposa, Helen y sus dos hijas, Rosa Marfa y Lydia, quienes tenfan
9y 4 afios cuando fue arrestado, viven en la ciudad de Nueva
York y no pueden sufragar los gastos para visitarlo en la-
penitenciarfa federal de Lompoc, al sur de California, donde esta

asignado.
18

Dyicia Pagan

Naci6 en Nueva York en 1946. A temprana edad se uni6 al
movimiento de derechos civiles, participando en la inscripcién de
nuevos votantes. A la edad de 19 afios, ya era organizadora
comunitaria trabajando en programas de vivienda, salud y
educacién, participando en huelgas de renta, manifestaciones y
tomas de posesién. Como estudiante del Colegio de Brooklyn,
donde estudi6 ciencia politica y sicologfa, ayud6 a organizar la
Unién de Estudiantes Puertorriquefios que impulsé la formacién
de un Departamento de Estudios Puertorriquefios controlado por
los estudiantes. Trabaj6 en una agencia de asesoramiento de
programas para combatir la pobreza en la ciudad de Nueva York
y mds tarde, se involucré en la politica electoral. En los primeros
afios de la década de los 70
inici6 su carrera como
productora de televisién y
de escritora desarrollando
documentales

investigativos y programas
para nifios en las cadenas

de televisién NBC, ABC,

CBS y PBS. Dylcia trabajé
con el Concilio de los Medios
de Radio, Televisiény -
Educacién, que present6 una
serie de demandas legales contra
las principales estaciones de
televisién, la cual tuvo como
resultado la programacién de
asuntos ptiblicos locales que
atin existen hoy. También
fue editora en inglés del
diario bilingiie, EI Tiempo.
Fue arrestada en 1980 y
acusada de conspiracién
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sediciosa y cargos relacionados, sentenciada a cumplir 63 afios de
prisién. Dylcia se ha mantenido activa en formar y llevar a cabo
programas para y con sus hermanas prisioneras en la prisién
federal en Dublin, California. Su hijo, Guillermo sali6 del pafs
despues de su captura, por temor de que el gobierno cumpliera
con sus amenazas de lastimarlo. Guillermo es estudiante en la
Universidad de Puerto Rico.
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Alberto Rodriguez

Alberto nacié en el Bronx, Nueva York, en 1953 y crecié en
Chicago. Mientras estudiaba en la escuela superior, vino a ser
parte de una nueva generacién de
puertorriquefios en los Estados
Unidos que demandaban
reconocimiento de su historia y
cultura; y también tom¢ parte
activa en la lucha de liberacién
nacional. Form6 parte de un
grupo latino de estudiantes, que
usando la téctica de “sit ins”
(protesta sentados sin moverse del
sitio) y boicot, obligaron a la Junta:
de Educacién de Chicago a estar
més consciente de las necesidades de
los estudiantes latinos. En 1972
inici6 estudios en la Universidad
de Illinois e inmediatamente se
uni6 a las luchas estudiantiles
con el fin de conseguir la aprobacién de un programa de estudios
latinoamericanos e iniciar el reclutamiento de nuevos estudiantes
latinos. Al graduarse en 1976, empez6 a trabajar en programas
comunitarios que provefan oportunidades de trabajo a adultos
que deseaban seguir estudiando. También trabajé en varias
organizaciones de la comunidad, tales como: El Centro de
Derechos de los Trabajadores, El Comité Pro Orientacién
Comunal, El Desfile del Pueblo, Centre Cultural Latino y en otros
comités contra la represién. Cuando en 1983 fue arrestado estaba
trabajando como consejero académico en la Universidad North-
eastern de Illinois, a la vez que completaba su tesis de estudios
graduados en la Universidad Governor’s State de Illinois. Se le

21



condené de conspiracién sediciosa y se le sentenci6 a 35 afios de
prisi6n. Su fecha de excarcelamiento es en el afio 2004. En la
penitenciaria federal de Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, Alberto se
matricul6 en varios programas vocacionales, recibi6 certificados
en bienes rafces, calefaccién y refrigeracién y llegé a ser el
coordinador del programa de calefaccién y aire condicionado. Su
hija, Yazmin, tenfa cinco afios cuando fue arrestado, su hijo,
Ricardo, solamente meses.

Alicia Rodriguez

Alicia naci6 en los Estados Unidos en 1953, la primera de su
familia nacida en los Estados Unidos. Al entrar a la escuela, Alicia
inmediatamente se di6 cuenta de que el nacer en este pafs no le

- concedfa privilegio alguno. Tanto sus padres puertorriquefios,
como su herencia,
lenguaje y cultura,
eran vistos por
maestros y
compatieros
estudiantes, como
algo extrafio,
diferente y hasta
repugnante. Su
primer viaje a
Puerto Rico,
después de su
graduacién de la
escuela superior,
fue el punto que
marc6 el cambio en
su vida. En su
tercer y dltimo
viaje, como
estudiante de
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" Puerto Rico, en 1950. Estudié en

‘Northeastern Illinois,

biologfa en la Universidad de Illinois en Chicago, Alicia se
angusti6 al ver los efectos devastadores de la contaminacién
industrial en la isla y se comprometié a combatir su causa: el
colonialismo. Arrestada en 1980 y condenada por conspiracién
sediciosa y otros cargos relacionados, Alicia est4 cumpliendo una
sentencia de 85 afios. Presa por 16 afios en una prisi6n estatal en
Nlinois, aunque tenfa su movimiento restringido, Alicia se
matricul6 en varios programas vocacionales, recreacionales y
educacionales y se gradu6 magna cum laude del colegio.
Particip6 in programas de alfabetismo y educacién colectiva,
trabajando con mujeres j6venes en prisién. Cumple su sentencia
federal en FCI Dublin en California.

Ida Luz Rodriguez

Ida Luz nacié en Las Marfas,

la Universidad de Illinois en
Chicago y la Universidad de

gradudndose con tftulos en
sicologfa y sociologia
durante la Guerra de
Vietnam, la presencia de
Malcolm X, las Panteras
Negras y en que el
resurgimiento de las luchas
revolucionarias en Puerto
Rico prometfan grandes
cambios. Trabaj6 en un
hospital localizado en la
comunidad
puertorriquefia, el cual
discriminaba
descaradamente contra la
comunidad a la que servia.



Irabaj6, ademds, en la Escuela Superior Puertorriquefia y conel
Comité Pro-Libertad para los Cinco Presos Nacionalistas. Ida
Luz ha estado en prisién desde 1980, sirviendo una sentencia de
83 afios por conspiracién sediciosa y otros cargos relacionados.
Estd pautada a salir de prisi6n en el afio 2014. En la cércel federal
en Dublin, California, Ida Luz ha sabido hacer lo mejor de sus
afios encarcelada, aprendiendo publicacién en computadora,
praticando yoga y estudiando. Su hijo, Damian, que ya tiene 23
afios, trabaja como asistente legal en Chicago.

Luis Rosa

Naci6 en Chicago en 1960. Mientras estaba en la escuela superior
se distinguié en deportes y actividades serias de la escuela.
Después de graduarse
se matricul6 en la
Universidad de Ilinois.
Inmediatamente se
envolvié en el A
movimiento estudiantil
y fue nombrado
presidente de la Unién
de Estudiantes
Puertorriquefios. En la
comunidad participaba
en la lucha contra la
brutalidad policiaca y en
la campafia contra los
asesinatos de jévenes
puertorriquefios

por la policfa, que se
suscité después de la
muerte de Cruz y

Osorio en 1977 en el

@

desarmados, cometidos .

Parque Humboldt, a manos de la policfa de Chicago. Ademds de
ser poeta y congiiero, fue uno de los organizadores del Desfile del
Pueblo Puertorriquefio y también del Centro Cultural
Puertorriquefio. También fue un atleta talentoso, con miras a una
carrera profesional en beisbol. En 1980 fue arrestado y acusado de
conspiracién sediciosa y de cargos relacionados, sentenciado a
105 afios de prisi6n. En la cércel, Luis ha continuado su
participacién en programas culturales, recreacionales y
educacionales. Su hijo, Luis Jr., tiene 17 afios y vive con su mamé4
en Chicago. Después de pasar 17 afios en prisiones de seguridad
méxima en Illinois, Luis estd cumpliendo su sentencia federal en
la Penitenciarfa Federal de Leavenworth, Kansas.

Juan Segarra Palmer

Naci6 en Santurce,
Puerto Rico, en 1950.
Nace en una familia
con un largo historial
de resistencia al
colonialismo en ambos
gobiernos — el espafiol
y el norteamericano.
Juan continué
orgullosamente esta
tradicién. Desde 1970,
Juan se ha dedicado a
lalucha por la
independencia,
participando en
distintas capacidades
con los Young Lords, el
PSP y los Macheteros.
También ha
desempefiado trabajo
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politico y cultural con prisioneros en Massachusetts, en los
barrios de Nueva York y entre los que se oponfan a la explotacién
minera, las pruebas nucleares y los movimientos paracaidistas en
Puerto Rico. También ha trabajado en defensa de los derechos de
los trabajadores y por expansién de la democracia en los |
sindicatos. La guerra de Vietnam, sus viajes por México y la vida
en Nueva York enriquecieron su proceso de conscientizacién. Es
graduado de la Universidad de Harvard y continu6 sus estudios
- en Cuernavaca, México. Trabaj6 de maquinista y gerente de
edificio. Fue condenado por conspiraci6n y otros cargos
relacionados y sentenciado a 55 afios. Esta casado con Luz
Berrios, una ex-prisionera politica y juntos son padres de cinco
hijos: Wandy, Luriza, Amilcar, Ramén y Zulena (quien nacié en
prisién). Esta cumpliendo su sentencia en la prisién federal en
Coleman, Florida.

Alejandrina Torres

Alejandrina naci6 en San Lorenzo, Puerto
Rico, en junio de 1939. A los 11 afios,
junto con su familia, emigré a los
Estados Unidos. Fue lider en su
comunidad durante las décadas de
1960 y 1970. Fue miembra fundadora
y maestra en la Escuela Superior
Puertorriquefia en Chicago. Luego
fundo6 la Clinica de Salud Betances y
particip6 activamente en boicots de
escuelas pdblicas, cuyo sistema
educativo des-educaba en vez de educar
a los nifios; y ademés eran hostiles y
racistas con los padres. En la Primera Iglesia
Congregacional de Chicago, donde ella
trabajaba, organizé diferentes clases
de programas comunitarios.
También particip6 en el Comité Pro-
Libertad para los Cinco Presos
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Nacionalistas y luego vino a ser miembro del Comité Pro
Libertad Prisioneros de Guerra Puertorriquefios. Durante sus 14
afios de encarcelamiento y contra viento y marea, dado los
muchos afios de aislamiento, los asaltos fisicos y sicolégicos, ha
mantenido una actitud positiva y trabaja con las prisioneras,
ayudéndolas a fijar metas educacionales, vocacionales y
religiosas. Alejandrina estd casada con el Rev. José Albert(? Torres
y juntos han criado cinco hijos: Norma, Carlos élberto, Nidza,
Liza y Catalina. Liza y Catalina tenfan 15y 11 afios al m01.nento
del arresto de su mamé. Alejandrina tiene ocho nietos y nietas:
Marfa, Roberto, Noemi, Bairez, Myrna, Marfa Haydeé, Clarissa, y
Carlos David. Esta encarcelada en la prisién federal en Danbury,
Connecticut. Su excarcelacién est4 sefialada para el afio 2004.
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Carlos Alberto Torres

Naci6 en Ponce, Puerto Rico,
en 1952. A los 6 afios emigré
junto con su familia a Nueva
York y luego a Chicago en
1962. En su tercer afio de
escuela superior particip6 en
la primera clase de historia de
Puerto Rico, ofrecida por
Aspira en las escuelas. Fstudi6
sociologfa en la Southern
Ilinois University y continué
sus estudios en la Universidad
de Illinois en Chicago. Aquf
particip6 en las luchas en
contra de las cétedras racistas
de Schockley, Crittenden y de
otros sociélogos. También se
envolvié en el reclutamiento
de nuevos estudiantes latinos
para la universidad. Carlos
Alberto particip6 activamente
en asuntos de la comunidad
relacionados con la brutalidad
policiaca, propietarios de
arrabales, politicos corruptos y
el caso colonial de Puerto Rico.
En 1980, fue arrestado y
acusado de conspiracién
sediciosa y cargos
relacionados, sentenciado a 78
afios en prisién. Recientemente
la Junta de Libertad bajo
Palabra le notific6 que tiene
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que servir otros 15
afios en la cdrcel antes
de considerar su caso
de nuevo. Su hija,
Clarissa fue sacada
del pafs después de
su captura, por el
miedo de que el
gobierno cumpliera
con sus amenazas de
lastimarla. Clarissa,
quien recientemente
se gradué de la
escuela superior, vive
en Florida.

Carmen Valentin

Naci6 en Arecibo, Puerto Rico, en 1946 y emigr6 con su familia a
los EU cuando tenfa 10 afios de edad. Recibié un bachillerato de
la Universidad Northeastern de Illinois en Chicago; luego una
maestrfa de la Universidad Roosevelt, también en Chicago y al
tiempo de su arresto completaba su doctorado en la Universidad
Loyola. Siendo una joven maestra en la escuela superior Tuley,
Carmen era muy activa en nuestra comunidad, luchando contra
el racismo y el programa educacional que ignoraba la realidad
puertorriquefia, basado en mentiras y distorciones. Tom6 muy en
serio su rol de educadora y rehusé comprometer sus principios
bajo las demandas de la Junta de Educacién que ignoraba la
diffcil situacién colonial de su pueblo. Sus conferencias
educacionales resultaron en mucha controversia y fue forzada a

29



renunciar.
Luego,
pas6 a
trabajar en
el Colegio
Central de
la
Comunidad
del YMCA,
donde
ampli6 sus
programas
educacionales. Carmen patrociné la Asociacién de Estudiantes
Iranfes y la Organizacién de Estudiantes Arabes durante una
etapa de luchas y controversias que resultaron en muchas
confrontaciones fisicas con la policfa local y con la policfa secreta
del Shah de Irdn. En la comunidad ella trabajé para derrotar el
infame Plan 21 de Chicago. Carmen fue miembra fundadora y
presidenta del Centro Bilingiie José de Diego, y miembra también
de la Junta de Directores de Aspira de Illinois, Inc. También fue
miembra fundadora del Centro Educacional
Ruiz Belvis. Desarroll6 programas culturales
y educacionales en la prisién de seguridad
méxima para hombres en Stateville,
Ilinois. En 1980 fue arrestada, acusada
de conspiraci6n sediciosa y otros cargos
relacionados, y sentenciada a 98 afios
de prisién. Su hijo, Antonio, tenfa 10
afios cuando fue arrestada.
Actualmente est4 estudiando derecho
cerca de Chicago y trabajando para
mantener a su hija, Karina. Carmen
estd encarcelada en la prisién federal
en Dublin, California.
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