











The Vietnamese have experience with the
forked-tongue of the American government; we
are reminded of the trail of broken treaties and
the greed which has accompanied peace-and-
honor words before.

U.S. imperial presence continues in force in
South Vietnam. Already ten thousand “civilian
advisors” are in place, propping-up the Theiu
regime for a decent interval, looking for ways to
subvert the cease-fire agreement. U.S. built prison
camps remain in the South as centers of
repression and torture for over two hundred
thousand opponents of the regime. U.S. war-
planes based in Thailand continue to bomb the
peoples of Laos and Cambodia; the U.S. fleet
strikes a threatening pose in the Gulf of Tonkin.

The Pentagon Papers are an invaluable guide to
the history of U.S. designs. They remind us to
hear through Nixon-words. We must guard the
hard fought peace that we helped to win. We must
remain vigilant and demand that:

—the Nixon government strictly abide by
the terms of the Agreement;

—the U.S. end all its economic and military
aid to the puppet Thieu;

—the Thieu regime must free all political
prisoners held in the prisons and tiger cages,
and stop the campaign of repression and
terror against the Vietnamese people;
—the U.S. government must give repar-
ations for the destruction caused by its
aggression;

—all American forces withdraw from Indo-
china.




However, the central significance of the victory
should not be lost. The Agreement is a proud
moment in a long history of Vietnamese resis-
tance to foreign aggression. In world revolution,
where the enemy is as strong as U.S. imperialism,
victories do not happen every day. When they do,
they are hard won and nothing remains quite the

—— same. Now American military strength cannot
range unchecked over the planet. The uncompro-
mising struggle of the Vietnamese has created
space for revolutions around the world to con-
solidate their gains without the immediate threat
of U.S. military intervention. We cannot allow the
victory to be hidden from us or claimed by those
with bloody hands.

We urge all opponents of the government’s war
policies to allow themselves to seize and celebrate
this triumph. We welcome the renewal which
comes from sharing the aspirations of a heroic
people. Distrust of the Nixon-rulers must not
blind us to the light of Vietnam. Without savoring
our common victories, we become cynical and
paralyzed. Expecting everything, we discard
anything less. Now the Vietnamese can order
their reunification, plant and harvest, heal and
teach, in their own time.
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On the Road

Only when out on the road can we take stock of
our dangers.

After we climb one mountain, another looms into
view:

But, once we have struggled up to the top of the
mountain range,

More than ten thousand li can be surveyed at a
glance.

—Ho Chi Minh































Nixon expected that the anti-war movement
would lose its immediacy with the dirty aspect of
the war one step removed by Vietnamization. But
hatred for the war became an accepted fact of
American life. By the Spring of 1970, with the
U.S. invasion into Cambodia, hundreds of thous-
ands of people took part in actions and strikes.
People fought, attacking the centers where the
armed forces were trained, the laboratories where
chemical warfare was taught. Armed attacks
against the war apparatus began to occur within
the U.S. Women were joining together, using
their political force, creating and demanding
institutions in which women had power. The
women’s movement had taken firm root, growing
in every part of the country. Sisterhood grew to
embrace the women of Vietnam.

From within the armed forces came opposition ~*
to Nixon. Groups of Vietnam veterans told the
world of the inhumanity of the U.S. conduct of"
the war. By throwing their medals over the White 3 4
House walls the vets undercut Nixon’s cynical
attempt to be the friend of the troops, and to;
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create American war heroes.
grew inside the armed forces, G.I. morale
plummeted. The war machines were sabotaged
from inside.

14

For ten years, we have all shared a common
aim through Vietnam. What began as opposition
to a single military policy grew to confront an
executive which more and more took power into
its own hands. Coming to see this unconscionable
state power as antagonistic to the survival of other
peoples and to the best aspirations of the Amer-
ican people, the anti-war movement has grown
into a force for revolutionary change.


















