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INTRODUCTION

The "Children of the Stones" have galvanized public
opinion and acquired the admiration of people throughout the
world for their brave confrontation with the heavily-armed
Israeli soldiers occupying the West Bank and Gaza. Yet, this
glorious achievement was bought at a very dear price. Both
they and other children who did not participate in
demonstrations or stone-throwing became vulnerable targets to
Israeli repression.

The following report documents the suffering of such
youngsters, as reported by <credible witnesses. The
Palestinian Center for the Study of Nonviolence publishes
this report not to further glorify the behavior of these
children, but from our belief that childhood is a precious
treasure that must be protected by the adults in this world.
These children deserve a childhood of play, games and
happiness 1like children everywhere and not the reality of
fear, repression and physical violence which they experience
daily in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

It is the responsibility of all adults in this world to
ensure that our children can look forward to a future of
peace, security and a future free from fear, violence and
occupation or oppression.

The Palestinian Center for the Study of Nonviolence
invites you to join with us to do everything we can so that
these children can achieve such a future.

Sincerely,

Y&

Mubarak . Awad



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE
NGTON D C 23320

Dear Mr. Chaigfman:

I am (esponding to your letter of Hovembr 29, <oancerning
alleged mistreatment of young Palestinians by iscawl:
dutnocities. Since the State Department's reply ti jours
September subcommittée question tnere nave Laen i
aevelopments on the subj)ect of how 32
treated in Israeli military pr:sons.

In ltate October, five guards fro~ tne "Ansr L[ militarcy
pPrison 1n Gaza were convicted of miscr2atment o Palestinian
juvenile priscners. Some of the juver:les they mistreated were
mentioned i1n the report you cited :n soutr letter.,

In early November, General Amcam “itza, Jfficer 1a Charje
of the IDF Central Command, announced chat the Commander and

most of the staff of che FARA militacy pricon 15 tne Wdest Bank
had peen dismissed and had been replaced by “nare professional”
milicary police personnel. In tle same announcoment he sawd
that new regulactions had been adoptad Zor the detention an
treatment of juveanlle prisoners. Amonj the cranges was 3
requicrement that approval of tne lejal advisor for the Occup:ed .
Territories would be needed to arrest anyon:z under 14 years of

age "to ensure that children are not 1aprisoned without

sufficient reascn". 1In additicn new procedures were to be

itnstituted “to enable beutter contcol cver how caildcen aged 12
to 14 are treated i1n prison”.

o

Jewish and Arab human rights grocps in Israel and the
Occup:ed Territories attribute botn of the above cevelopaent s
to the publicat:on of the ceport which you cited. They have
told our Empassy 1in Tel Aviv that they welcom2 these
developments, but that they will reserve judgment oa the policy
changes until they can evaluate the c2sults. They also note
that the occupation authorities still consider inyone over 14
to oe an adulre.

The Honorabole
Lee H. Hem:iton, Charrman, sSuccomiitter o
Eurcpe 2ae tne Middle Zast,
louse uf Representatives.,

Concurrent with tore developrnents menti1orned above, an
independent Jjudicial commission (The Landau Commission),
appornted by Prime Mimister Shamic, issued 1ts report which
confirmed that Palestinian prisoners ware toutinely physically
and psycholagically mistceaced Jduring i(nterrogation.

The findings of the Landau Commission, the actions of the
Israel1l occupation authorities 1in thanging the staff of the
FARA prison, the conviction in an Iscaeli courc of prison
qguards from the “Ansar [I" Prison, and our further study of th
report which you cite, lead us to believe that charges of
mistreatment of Palestinian young people by some Iscaeli

authorit:es have bLeen largely substantiated.

We have expressed our concern about the treatmenc of
Juvenile detainees to the Govecnment of [srae! an will

€ontinue to monitor the situation.
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ADDITIONAL CASES

"He ted to save his mother and tried to goto her in
order carry her back into the house. , One of the
soldiersfshot him, once in each leg. Heffell to the
grournd ..%, he was shot again ... thnj time in the
abdamen. " %} p

"\ Moslem Al—Haddaci.;-.f'

% AFFIDAVEFT
3, s
MONA AL-WAHEDI, 21 yeés\old, Gaza €ity (girl): Yesterday, January 31,
1988, at 5:00 p.m., there S%a Palestinian flag on the electricity wires.
The Israeli soldiers ordered a who 1s 27 years old to climb up and take
down the flag. He refused, saMing, "I can’t touch the wires, or I will
die." The Israeli soldier repli 4, "you and everybody else in Gaza should
die." Then the Israeli soldiers ‘stgrted to beat the man with their wooden
truncheons, on his neck, legs. head\ arms. This lasted for about five
minutes, five troops beating 4e man “for five minutes. There was also a
tire lying on the road which @ippeared th be burned. The soldiers took the
tire and started knocking on jt‘.he doors of“’“gearby hores. Some people refused
TO open up. Others openeggdtheir doors. 'I‘lg\%@ioldiers set fire to the tire

inside one of the houses ordered the woMgn in the house not to put it
out. One of the Israeli Soldiers went and gt another tire and put it on
the furniture and on thef Corpets. The woman Bggan to shout. The Tsraeli
soldiers beat her. Helghbcrs rushed in to he the woman. One of the
nelghkors called the Red Cross and two represertatiyes arrived socn atter.

N

AFFIDAVIT %,

FAIZ MUSA ISW\EL ABU-JAI’ID, 24 years old, Beit"?ﬁanun, Gaza Strip:
About 9:00 a.m. gn January 14, 1988, I was walking thro@kih a farm area in
Belt Hanun. Isyaeli soldiers stopped me and all the o | young men who
“ere in the afea. They ordered us to clear the stree S of stones and
burning tires¥and to put them into the neighboring houses. 1TRey ordered me,
perscnally, fo brirg a bucket cf white paint and paint over whi was written
on the walls in the street. When I finished doing this, he Israeli
scldiers poured what remained of the paint over my head. ' '

L

er I’d washed the paint off my head, ! was ordered to stand¥yith the
YOUng men aqainst the wall. The Israeli soldiers then began "-'Qo beat
thers but did not beat me. When the soldlers finished beatirg the
s, they took me to a cormer and beat me ail over my body. They Broke
oy left hand and I needed eignt stitches for a nead injury. My entire body
s covered with bruises.
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SAFPEIDAVIT

MOSLEM MOHAMMED AL~ABED AL-HADDAD, 35 years old, Gaza City: On January
30, 1988, at about 3:00 p.m., jeeps loaded with Israeli soldiers arrived in
our nelighporhocd and broke into our homes. The soldiers forced all the men
4w children out into the streets and beat them. 1 asked the soldiers, 'why
do vou beat them?" They told me to go inside my house, threatenirg tc beat
ana shoot me. The women then carme out of the houses. The Israeli soldiers
Started to beat them, too, and fired shots into the air and at the ground.
Cne of the women who was beaten was Saida Al-Almad Al-Haddad. Wwhen her son,




Tawfig, saw that the Israeli soldiers were beating his mether, he became
very angry. He wanted to save his mother and tried to go to her in order to
carry her back to the house. One of the soldiers shot him, once in each
leg. He fell to the ground. While he lay on the ground, he was shot again
by the Israeli soldiers, this time in the abdamen. The soldiers started
shooting at randam, in all directions, and Manal Ramadan Saida Al-Haddad got
a bullet in her hand while she was sitting on her rcof on the top floor of a
neighboring house. When we tried to carry away the injured man, the
Israelis shot at us. Eventually we managed to get him to a car. The
Israeli soldiers then shot at the wheels, parts of the bullets are still
embedded in the tires. We transferred him to ancther car. The Israeli
soldiers beat the driver of the car and thus prevented him from driving.
Shortly afterwards, the Israelis permitted us to take the injured man,
Tawfiq, out of the camp. I also want to say that after we’d left the camp,
the Israeli soldiers beat the driver of an ambulance which had arrived frem
Shifa hospital.
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