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T h i s i s s u e of the P a l e s t i n e Human Rights B u l l e t i n p u b l i s h e s r e p o r t s (received by us 

i n the f i r s t h a l f of t h i s y e a r ) w r i t t e n by two I s r a e l i a t t o r n e y s a c t i v e i n the defence of 

P a l e s t i n i a n p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s . They are concerned with d e t a i l i n g the circumstances 

that led the P a l e s t i n i a n p r i s o n e r s i n Askelon P r i s o n to begin a mass hunger s t r i k e on 

December 10, 1976. 

T h i s s t r i k e took p l a c e i n two stages — the f i r s t l a s t i n g 45 days — making i t the 

longest mass hunger s t r i k e of i t s k i n d . 

In a d d i t i o n to d e s c r i b i n g the f e e l i n g s and s i t u a t i o n of the p r i s o n e r s during and 

a f t e r the s t r i k e , the r e p o r t s of these two I s r a e l i a t t o r n e y s d e s c r i b e i n d e t a i l the 

c o n d i t i o n s that e x i s t e d i n the p r i s o n p r i o r to the s t r i k e and the i n s e n s i t i v l t y of the 

I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s to take any steps to remedy these c o n d i t i o n s i t was t h i s 

i n t r a n s i g e n c e that i s noted as the cause of the s t r i k e . 

A f t e r 45 d a y s , bending to i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r e s s u r e , the a u t h o r i t i e s agreed to make 

soae improvements i n the p r i s o n and the s t r i k e was temporarily suspended. 

A f t e r i t became c l e a r that the I s r a e l i ' s had no i n t e n t i o n to make any of the changes 

they had agreed t o , the s t r i k e was renewed on February 26, 1977. A f t e r severe massive 

r e p r e s s i o n , the second s t r i k e was ended a f t e r about one month. Today the c o n d i t i o n s a t 

Askelon re-nain v i r t u a l l y unimproved. 

The c o n d i t i o n s i n Askelon and other I s r a e l i 

by s e v e r a l i n t e m a c i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n c l u d i n g 

Cross (l.C.R.C.) and /Wunesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l ( A . l . 

appeals had been made on behalf of the p r i s o n e r s 

Nations Human Rights Commission condemned I s r a e l 

f o r i t s p r i s o n e r s ( i t a l s o found the I s r a e l i p r i 

death of a number of Arab d e t a i n e e s ) . The U.N. 

( n t h 3 a b s t e n t i o n s ) . Only the U.S., Costa R i c a 

p r i s o n s have been repeatedly condemned 

the m t e m a c i o n a i committee of the Red 

) . On February 13, a f t e r repeated 

by the l.C.R.C. and A . I . , the United 

l o r r e f u s a l to provide humane c o n d i t i o n s 

yon a u t h o r i t i e s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the 

r e s o l u t i o n of condemnation was 22-3 

and Canada voted a g a i n s t the r Q S o l u t i o n , 

THE STRIKE IN ASKELON PRISON I 

by F e l i c i a Langer 

T h i s f i r s t report came to us from F e l i c i a Langer. I n i t she d e s c r i b e s the s t r i k e 
and the treatment given to her c l i e n t Muhammad Mehdi B a s s i s o , one of the l e a d e r s of 
tha s t r i k e . 

For some ten y e a r s now I r e p r e s e n t 

Arab p r i s o n e r s i n the j a i . l s o£ the con­

quering regime, and among them p r i s o n e r s 

of Ashkelon J a i l . T h i s p r i s o n which was 

known f o r y e a t s as a s p e c i a l l y tough 

p r i s o n , had a l s o known numerous s t r u g g l e s 

by the p r i s o n e r s who have r e f u s e d to 

submit to the s p e c i a l l y hard c o n d i t i o n s 

of imprisonment imposed on them and who 

had to s u f f e r i n r e t u r n the hard a t t i t u d e 

of t h e i r j a i l e r s i n which petty wishes 

of revenge and hate were i n t e r m i x e d . Long 

hungar s t r i k e s , and a r e b e l l i o n which was 

only crushed by bloodshed has t e s t i f i e d 

no the determination of the Ashkelon 

p r i s o n e r s to L i v e as human being s . I n the 

y ear 1977, we have witnessed two long 

hunger s t r i k e s by Ashkelon J a i l p r i s o n e r s , 

l a s t of which ended i n March. 1 could 

f o l l o w the two s t r i k e s , s i n c e 1 am the 

a t t o r n e y of one of the s t r i k e l e a d e r s 

one among the four members of the s t r i k e 

committee, Muhammad Mehdi B a s s i s o . That 

courageous man was taken away and hidden 
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away i n the middle of the f i r s t s t r i k e . I 

was not allowed to see him, and only a f t e r 

a s p e c i a l appeal to the Supreme Court, and 

a f t e r the judges had d e f i n e d that r e f u s a l 

as a scandal and an a n t i - d e m o c r a t i c a c t , 1 

was allowed to see him. When I d i d see 

him a t l a s t , i t was as i f a s k e l e t o n appeared 

before my e y e s , not a human being; f o r during 

the s t r i k e he had l o s t more than 20 Kg. 

(44.5 l b . ) of h i s weight. He was then a b l e 

to t e l l me how, during the hunger s t r i k e , 

the p r i s o n e r s were compelled to l i e a l l the 

time on the c o l d f l o o r ( i n the midst of the 

w i n t e r ) and a f t e r a period of time, 59 

p r i s o n e r s considered to be the c h i e f "trouble­

makers" were t a k e n - o f f , handcuffed, to other 

p r i s o n s . Those who were considered as the 

l e a d e r s i n t h i s group, wore c h a i n e d , i n 

a d d i t i o n , to one another by t h e i r hands and 

f e e t ; so t i g h t that they could not move a t 

a l l . 

I n t h a t c o n d i t i o n , the group i n which 

B a s s i s o was p r e s e n t , was taken to an open 

t r u c k to Kefar-Yonah J a i l . On the way they 

were beaten-up by t h e i r e s c o r t , and on 

a r r i v a l i n Kefar-Yonah J a i l they got another 

b e a t i n g . Jewish p r i s o n e r s were brought-up 

i n t o t h e i r c e l l s and ordered to eat before 

t h e i r f a c e s , i n order to make the hunger-

s t r i k e more d i f f i c u l t , and they remained 

chained to each other -- although not so 

t i g h t as on t h e i r way by day and night 

c o n t i n u o u s l y . T l i i s f a c t , made the s l e e p 

very d i f f i c u l t . Also they were forbidden 

to wash, to walk i n the p r i s o n courtyard or 

to read a newspaper. Then they wire f o r c e -

f e d , but not by m e d i c a l l y t r a i n e d p e r s o n n e l , 

but by o r d i n a r y p r i s o n - w a r d e n s » who have 

caused wounds to many of them during the 

p u t t i n g - i n Oi the tube i n t o tha ooeophaguc. 

The dcmandG o l the hunger-scriuerQ aro 

known from the previous p u b l i c a t i o n s Of the 

League f o r Human and C i v i l R i g h t s , I have 

been t o l d by Mr. B a s s i s o , whom I r e p r e s e n t , 

that the h u n g e r - s t r i k e was only ended a f t e r 

the p r i s o n e r s r e c e i v e d a promise from the 

p r i s o n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , t h i t i t s h a l l con­

duct t a l k s w i t h them about t h e i r demands. 

He f i n i s n e d by s a y i n g : "You looked shocked 

whQTi you ESQ me a l o n e . Those s i x t y men who 

hunger-struck w i t h me a l l the time, look 

e x a c t l y as 1 do," 

I have succeeded to see Mr, B a s s i s o 

once a g a i n on 14.2.1977, being accompanied 

by my a t t o r n e y - i n - t r a i n i n g Mr, Abed E l - A g a l l , 

On that o c c a s i o n , Mr. B a s s i s o lias t o l d me 

b i t t e r l y that the p r i s o n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n has 

deceived the h u n g e r - s t r i k e r s and that the 

governor had r e f u s e d to t a l k with the 

prisoners-committee and that the only 

" s u c c e s s " obtained by the s t r i k e the 

a d d i t i o n of tooth-brushes and almonds to the 

l i s t of the products the p r i s o n e r s are 

allowed to buy i n the p r i s o n c a n t e e n s . He 

a l s o t o l d me that the p r i s o n - a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

persecuted the h u n g e r - s t r i k e l e a d e r s , and 

that the p r i s o n e r s have reached the con­

c l u s i o n that they should reopen t h e i r hunger-

s t r i k e a g a i n . On another v i s i t , on 23.3.1977, 

Mr. B a s s i s o asked me to announce to a l l men 

of c o n s c i e n c e , i n I s r a e l or i n the conquered 

t e r r i t o r i e s t h a t next-day the p r i s o n e r s of 

Ashkelon J a i l w i l l r'^open the h u n g e r - s t r i k e , 

because of t h e i r r a p i d l y worsening condi­

t i o n s . On the next v i s i t , on 2.3.1977, we 

had perceived t h a t Mr. B a s s i s o has weakened 

c o n s i d e r a b l y , but he t o l d us that the other 

h u n g e r - s t r i k e r s and he a r e f i r m i n t h e i r 

d e c i s i o n . "We have no p o l i t i c a l demands" 

he s a i d , "We do not ask to be recognized as 

w a r - p r i s o n e r s . We only a s k , t h a t our condi­

t i o n s should be equal to those of the Jewish 

c r i m i n a l p r i s o n e r s , f o r example, that we 

should be allowed a l s o to s l e e p on beds and 

not on the c o l d f l o o r , or on the h a l f -

centimeter t h i n rubber mattress put on that 

f l o o r . We ask f o r more hours of walk i n the 
c o u r t y a r d ; we ask not to be packed 22 hours 

out of 24, i n h e r m e t i c a l l y c l o s e d c e l l s , 

being packed, 20 p r i s o n e r s and more i n t o a 

c e l l whose whole s i z e i s sometimes no more 

than 4 X 4 meters. We ask f o r more food, 

f o r the same r i g h t s of v i s i t i n g l i k e the 

Jewish p r i s o n e r s , without a l i m i t a t i o n of 

the r i g h t of v i s i t to the n e a r e s t f a m i l y 

r e l a t i o n s . We ask f o r a minimal medical 

c a r e , f o r the r i g h t of o b t a i n i n g reading 

m a t e r i a l we want to r e a d , and we s p e c i a l l y 

emphasize that we i n c l u d e i n t h i s Marxist 

l i t e r a t u r e which i s forbidden to u s . I s 

our demand to g i v e us the same r i g h t s , l i k e 

the Jewish p r i s o n e r s , so e x t r a o r d i n a r y ? " 

He then t o l d me, how a f t e r the s t r i k e 

had begun, some 150 armed Border-Guards 

were introduced i n t o the p r i s o n to overawe 

the h u n g e r - s t r i k e r s . Mr. B a s s i s o and three 

Other h u n g e r - s t r i k e l e a d e r s were then taken 

away from t h e i r c e l l s and put i n t o a punish­

ment c a l l , H complutely c l o s e d one f o r 24 

hours;, NQuartholBKE ll'j p r i s o n e r s hunger-

Struck and some 200 more (!weak from the 

former s t r i k e ) r e f u s e d to work. A f t e r SOmfe 

time, the p r i s o n a u t h o r i t i e s attempted to 

break i t by s e p a r a t i n g the h u n g e r - s t r i k e r s , 
55 of them were t r a n s f e r r e d to Kefar-Yona 

J a i l , 37 to Abu-Kabir (near T e l - A v i v ) p r i s o n , 

and 60 to Jalame (near H a i f a ) . On 13.3.1977 

a demonstration, arranged by the I s r a e l 

League f o r Human and C i v i l R i g h t s j and by 

the I s r a e l i Democratic Attorney's A s s o c i a t i o n , 

was held before the Ashkelon J a i l , The 

governor o£ the p r i s o n refused t * speak with 

a d e l e g a t i o n of the demonstrators. I had 

then asked to see Mr. B a s s i s o , but I had been 

r e f u s e d . The p r i s o n a u t h o r i t i e s claimed that 

he i s not i n t h a t p r i s o n , and that I should 

have announced to them my v i s i t a t l e a s t 48 

hours before. 

On 17.3.1977, I had met i n Ashkelon 

J a i l w i t h Mr. B a s s i s o , togQthyr w i t h my 

a t t o r n e y - i n - t r a i n i n g Mr. Abed E l - A s a l i . Mr, 

B a s s i s o t o l d u s , speaking w i t h a weak v o i c e , 

that he war. brought only a short time before 

f o r the meeting from a place unknown to him, 

where he was kept f o r 15 days together w i t h 

h i s comrade, a l s o a member of the s t r i k e r s -

committee Mr, Jaber Amar. He could only say 

t h a t they were i>oth held a l l t h a t time i n a 
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completely c l o s e d room, w i t h e l e c t r i c a l 

l i g h t turned on day and n i g h t . They were 

forbidden to go out from t h a t room even 

f o r W.C. One, i n a bad c o n d i t i o n was pro­

vided i n s i d e t h a t c e l l , broken; During 

t h a t whole time, they were not allowed to 

wash, to change t h e i r c l o t h e s or to wash 

them. They were not given towels or even 

t o i l e t paper. T h e i r demands f o r a medical 

treatment or i n s p e c t i o n were denied, a l ­

though Mr. B a s s i s o i s an i l l man, and 

s u f f e r s from an u l c e r , Mr. B a s s i s o t o l d 

us t h a t he f e l t t h a t the a u t h o r i t i e s have 

t r i e d i n t h i s way to cause h i s death 

i n d i r e c t l y . So i t could not be s a i d t h a t 

they have a c t u a l l y k i l l e d him. The p r i s o n -

wardens who were present during t h i s t a l k , 

t o l d Mr. B a s s i s o t h a t the h u n g e r - s t r i k e 

has ended, but Mr. B a s s i s o t o l d them, that 

i f t h i s i s t r u e , l e t them a l l o w him to meet 

even one of those who had s t r u c k p r e v i o u s l y 

and now do i t , and he w i l l a l s o , then, break 

h i s h u n g e r - s t r i k e . The wardens have refus e d 

to do t h i s , and Mr. B a s s i s o r e f u s e d to break 

h i s hunger s t r i k e , saying t h a t they do not 

speak the t r u t h . 

I n order to safeguard h i s b a s i c con­

d i t i o n s which w i l l not endanger h i s l i f e I 

have submitted a t the same day a p e t i t i o n to 

the Supreme Court i n which I have asked the 

court to order the P r i s o n Superlntendant not 

to persecute Mr. B a s s i s o , and c l a i m i n g t h a t 

the a c t i o n s of the Prison-Superintendant a r e 

v i o l a t i o n s of the law, I have a l s o claimed 

i n the name of Mr, B a s s i s o t h a t the P r i s o n 

supQrmtQndant i s t r y i n g to bring about h i s 

death i n d i r e c t l y . On 18.3.1977, the Supreme 

Judge B.Z. Shareshevskl has i s s u e d an order 

n i s s i j a s k i n g the P r i s o n Superintendant to 

show cause w i t h i n 20 days why he should not 

a s s u r e to Mr. B a s s i s o adequate c o n d i t i o n s , 

and why I should not be n o t i f i e d about where 

e x a c t l y he i s imprisoned. 

On 1.4.1977, I went together w i t h Mr. 

B a s s i s o ' s immediate f a m i l y to S h a t t a - J a i l , 

f o r I was n o t i f i e d t hat he i s t h e r e . A f t e r 

we have reached t h a t far-away p l a c e , and 

a f t e r we have w a i t e d , we were t o l d that he 

was taken to the Ramleh-Jail h o s p i t a l . We 

went as q u i c k l y as p o s s i b l e to R a m l e h - J a i l , 

and a f t e r many r e q u e s t s , we had succeeded 

to see him ( i t was an eve of a h o l i d a y ) . He 

looked r e a l l y l i k e a s k e l e t o n , or l i k e those 

p i c t u r e s of people dying of hunger i n the 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n camps. Only the o l d flame i n 

h i s eyes remained and the f i g h t i n g s p i r i t . 

We Asked him to cease h i s hunger s t r i k e and 

we t o l d him t h a t t h i s i s a l s o the demand of 

h i s comrades but he r e f u s e d saying : "Only 

when I w i l l know t h a t they have r e a l l y de­

c i d e d s o , I w i l l a g r e e . Otherwise 1 w i l l 

not b e t r a y my comrades," 

When I am w r i t i n g t h i s , I hear s t i l l i n 

my e a r s what Mr. B a s s i s o t o l d me that day — 

me and the prison-wardens who were pre s e n c : 

"We do not want to conduct a war w i t h the 

wardens, or to demand something e x c e s s i v e . 

A l l what we want i s bread and sun." 

And those a r e r e a l l y the b a s i c demands 

of the A s h k e l o n - p r i s o n e r s . Bread and sun. 

Things which should not be taken away from 

any man whatsoever. 

Would the e a r s of the men of conscience 

be c l o s e d f o r such a human r e q u e s t ? 

* * * 
NOTE: On June 15, the day she sent us t h i s r e p o r t , Ms, Langer encl o s e d the f o l l o w i n g note: 

P.S. 1 havQ.GQon M, B, i n p r i s o n on 27.5.77 a f t e r he has stopped h i s hunger s t r i k e . He 

was t r a n s f e r r e d t h e r e , together w i t h h i s comrade from Che S t r i k e r ' s eommittee, Jaber Amar, 

He has recovered some of h i s weight, but he s u f f e r s s e v e r e l y now from u l c c r and a l l e r g i c 

s k i n d e s e a s e . My request to bring to him a doctor from o u t s i d e the p r i s o n (because of 

h i s complaints t h a t he i s not t r e a t e d ) was r e j e c t e d . His d e t e n t i o n c o n d i t i o n s a r e bad, and 

nothing was improved a r t e r the s t r i k e . 

Some days ago my p r a c t i t i o n e r v i s i t e d Aghkelon p r i s o n . The p r i s o n e r s s a i d to him, 

t h a t they f e e l d e c e i v e d , that no ImprovernQnt l e observed I n theiJ." S i t u a t i o n an<i t h a t they 

w i l l not h e s i t a t e to wage another s t r u g g l e f o r humane c o n d i t i o n s . 

F, Langpr 

15.6.77 

* * * 
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THE STRIKE IN ASHKELON PRISON I I 

by Leah Tsemel 

These next r e p o r t s were r e c e i v e d by us over a 4 month period i n the beginning of t h i s 

y e a r . They a r e from Leah Tsemel, who r e p r e s e n t s a number of the inmates i n Ashkelon, 

REPORT #1 

On the 28,12,76 1 v i s i t e d my c l i e n t , 

Nadim Hamed Darwish, a t the Ashkelon j a i l . 

On the 20.1.77 I v i s i t e d by c l i e n t , 

Abdoul A z i z A l i Shahin, i n the Kfar Yona 

j a i l , to which he had been t r a n s f e r r e d from 

Ashkelon on the 32nd day of the hunger 

s t r i k e . 

My two c l i e n t s asked me to deal with 

the problems t h a t caused them and the other 

p r i s o n e r s of Ashkelon j a i l to begin t h e i r 

hunger s t r i k e , and to request a s s i s t a n c e 

from any group or i n d i v i d u a l i n t e r e s t e d 

i n t h e i r c a u s e . 

They informed me of the f o l l o w i n g : 

The p r i s o n e r s ' sent p e t i t i o n s to the 

p r i s o n board and to the r e l e v a n t a u t h o r i t i e s 

a s k i n g f o r improvement of t h e i r c o n d i t i o n s . 

A f t e r these were ordered d i s m i s s e d by the 

d i r e c t o r ot the Ashkelon j a i l , Mr, D i s t e n f e l d , 

and ignored by the a u t h o r i t i e s , the p r i s o n e r s 

f e l t they had no other c h o i c e and went on 
S t r i k e , 

A l l the 386 Arab p r i s o n e r s of the j a i l 

began the s t r i k e on the 11th December, 1976. 

They chose t h i s method r a t h e r than any other 

i n order to demonstrate that they had no 

wish to harm any person, and because the 

only moral way to express t h e i r p r o t e s t and 

to ensure p r e s e n t a t i o n of t h e i r demands was 

to bring i n j u r y to themselves - to s t a r v e 

t h e i r bodies u n t i l t h e i r demands were f u l ­

f i l l e d . 

What were the p r i s o n e r s ' complaints? 

The Ashkelon p r i s o n e r s ' s t r u g g l e was not 

d i r e c t e d toward p o l i t i c a l r e c o g n i t i o n of 

t h e i r s t a t u s as p r i s o n e r s of war, but only 

to reach e q u a l i z a t i o n o£ t h e i r c o n d i t i o n 

w i t h t h a t of the c r i m i n a l p r i s o n e r s . 

Flowing th£ mis^rabis conditions o£ cue 
erimlnal prlsonQrs m i s r a Q l , one can under­
stand how bad thoBQ of the s t r i k e r s a r e . 

For the past 10 y e a r s the Arab prison­

e r s i n Ashkelon j a i l have been s l e e p i n g w i t h 

n e i t h e r bed nor m a t r e s s j i n dark and damp 

c e l l s . As a r e s u l t of Red Cross i n t e r ­

v e n t i o n » a few Q£ the p r i s o n e r s r e c e n t l y 

r e c e i v e d & few s t r i p s of t h i n f«Am matr^dS, 

but t h i s i s not s u f f i c i e n t to i s o l a t e the 

extreme c o l d o£ the concrete f l o o r . The 

Others must do w i t h a few b l a n k e t s . The 

p r i s o n e r s do not r e c e i v e any l i n e n during 

t h e i r s e n t e n c e . 

JANUARY 1, 1977 

The p r i s o n e r s do not r e c e i v e c l o t h e s 

from the p r i s o n a u t h o r i t i e s and a s i d e from 

the 2 meagre o u t f i t s they r e c e i v e on 

admission to j a i l , they have no other 

a r t i c l e s . T h e i r underwear i s brought by 

t h e i r f a m i l i e s once a y e a r . 

The Arab p r i s o n e r s of Ashkelon j a i l do 

not work s i n c e the only work o f f e r e d was to 

sew camouflage net s f o r the I D F , They are 

locked i n the c e l l s f o r 23 hours a day. 

The 24th hour i s a parade i n a d e s o l a t e 

c l o s e d square. I n each c e l l 20-30 p r i s o n e r s 

a r e contained i n c o n d i t i o n s of extreme over­

crowding; they must e a t , d e f e c a t e , study 

and play i n t h i s c e l l . The stench i s over­

powering. Requests f o r a proper d i n i n g room 

and a r e c r e a t i o n h a l l have been turned down. 

The c e l l s a r e not l i g h t e d during the day and 

l a c k f r e s h a i r . And the windows overlook 

a blocked c o r r i d o r . The l i g h t s a t night 

a r e turned o f f a t 9:30 p.m. The p r i s o n e r s ' 

r e q u e s t s that they should be kept on until 

10:0u p.m. were turned down. 

The p r i s o n e r s have complained repeat­

e d l y about the q u a l i t y of the food. They 

have s t a t e d t h a t the deputy d i r e c t o r of the 
j a i l , and the o f f i c e r i n charge of s e c u r i t y 

a r e p r o f i t i n g r a t i o n s . The food t h a t I s 

served i s poor and monotonous and does not 

c o n t a i n n u t r i e n t s . I t i s mostly f a t s , 

potatoes and o v e r b o i l e d beans* which a r c 

harmful to the h e a l t h of most o£ the p r i ­

soners who s u f f e r from u l c e r s . They com­

p l a i n of constant hunger. I n the p a s t , 

p r i s o n e r s f a m i l i e s were permitted to bring 

f r u i t s and sweets but t h i s was a b o l i s h e d 2 

y e a r s ago. 

I n the p a s t , the p r i s o n e r s had a c c e s s 

to the d r i e d f r u i t s s o l d at the c a n t e e n , 

but a r e now allowed to buy c i g a r r e t t e s and 

tea only. The families used to be able to 
bring up to I I 3 0 a month, but t h i s has been 

reduced to I L 2 0 , The Jewish prisoners are 
allowed to receive I L T O a month, when the 
Arau p r i s o n e r s Drought t h i s up before the 

d i r e c t o r , h i s r e p l y was " I am f r e e to do as 

1 w i l l , you may s t r i k e i f you w i s h " . 

The Ashkelon prisoners are not per­
mitted to r e g i s t e r in academic studies by 
correspondence although I n a l l othe r prisons 
w i t h i n the green Lines this i s allowed. Mo 
veaeon i§ given far t h i s , AI^O, ehey are 
not permitted to r e c e i v e any p o l i t i c a l , 

economic or s o c i o l o g i c a l l i t e r d t u r e d e s p i t e 

a supreme cou r t order chat the p r i s o n e r s 

may r e c e i v e any book t h a t i s s o l d in the 

c o u n t r y . The o n l y newspaper they get i s 
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" E l Anba" ( A r a b i c ) and i n f r e q u e n t l y - the 

"Jerusalem P o s t , " E l Anba" i s a govern­

ment paper and d e a l s mostly w i t h i n t e r i o r 

m a t t e r s . 

The p r i s o n e r s have strong complaints 

about the medical treatment i n the j a i l . 

They s t a t e t h a t the M.D. sees some 50 

p r i s o n e r s i n a 15 min, p e r i o d and the 

treatment i s i n accordance w i t h the l i m i t e d 

time spent w i t h the p a t i e n t . The p r i s o n e r s 

r e c a l l the t a l e t h a t i n order to check the 

a t t e n t i o n paid by the doctor one p r i s o n e r 

complained t h a t h i s button ached. The 

doctor wrote out a p r e s c r i p t i o n f o r 

A s p i r i n s , For a complaint of 'conscience 

p a i n s ' the doctor p r e s c r i b e d APC. The same 

was g i v e n f o r b a l d n e s s . 

Almost a l l the p r i s o n e r s s u f f e r from 

u l c e r s and a l l s u f f e r from rheumatic p a i n s . 

Amongst them there are prisoners who have 
been d i s a b l e d by i n t e n s i v e i n t e r r o g a t i o n 

p r o c e s s e s . They do not r e c e i v e medical 

treatment for t h e i r a i l m e n t s . For the past 

10 months they have been a s k i n g to see an 

eye s p e c i a l i s t . A d e n t i s t who v i s i t s the 

p r i s o n i r r e g u l a r l y and i n f r e q u e n t l y i s not 

prepared to spend time on c u r a t i v e measures 

and i s only w i l l i n g to remove teeth. The 
p r i s o n e r s have o f f e r e d to pay f o r o p e r a t i o n s 

f o r t h e i r f e l l o w inmates but the board 

r e f u s e d and the o p e r a t i o n s were not per­
formed. P r i s o n e r s who have e a r t r o u b l e -

even i n c a s e s of acu t e infection - have been 
ref u s e d t r e a t m e n t . Many of the p r i s o n e r s 

have hemorrhages which a r e n e g l e c t e d . A 

proposal that one ot the prisoners act as 
medical aid to the doctor was d i s m i s s e d . 

Amongst the p r i s o n e r s t h e r e are men 

who a r e p a r a l y z e d , b l i n d and a few who a r e 

ment a l l y unbalanced a s a r e s u l t of the i n t e r ­

r o g a t i o n s . But they r e c e i v e no c a r e . 

The f o l l o w i n g may be an example of 

what happens i n the Ashkelon j a i l : 

The p r i s o n e r s s t a t e : A p r i s o n e r by the 

name o£ Omar Shalaby from S y r i a , aged 23 or 

24, had a nervous breakdown w h i l e i n the 

j a i l laundry and threw around 5 i r o n s . The 

d i r e c t o r , Mr, M s t e n f e l d , h i t Mr, Omar w i t h 

a Club, Mr. Qa»r was taken to the hospital 
a t Che Ramla j a i l and passed away soon atter. 
The deputy d i r e c t o r responded to Che i n c i d e n t 

by suggesting that "they should be k i l l e d 

on the spot. The cost of t r a n s p o r t i n g the 
corpse from the J a i l to the p a t h o l o g i c a l 
i n s t i t u t e I S only 1L80", 

AS noted, when the s t r i k e broke out i t 

included a l l the p r i s o n e r s . A f t e r the 5th 

day, the o r g a n i s e r s of the strike i n s t r u c t e d 

that each p r i s o n e r would be f r e e to break 

the strike when he wished, but f o r many days 

a i r the men continued to refuse food. 

On the 32nd day 59 p r i s o n e r s , who were 

a p p a r e n t l y considered to be the o r g a n i z e r s 

of the s t r i k e , were t r a n f e r r r e d to the Kfar 

Yona j a i l , 2 of them were l a t e r taken to 

Shata j a i l . They a r e Muhammad Mehdi 

Bassaro and Jaaber Amar. As of today, the 

41st day of the s t r i k e , 5'j p r i s o n e r s from 

Ashkelon a r e on hunger s t r i k e i n K f a r Yona, 

and u n t i l the 40th day, the 2 p r i s o n e r s i n 

Shata were on s t r i k e . Other p r i s o n e r s have 

been d i s p e r s e d among the p r i s o n s and yet 

i t i s estimated t h a t some 150 a r e s t i l l 

r e f r a i n i n g from food. 

The Ashkelon p r i s o n has been emptied 

of almost a l l i t s inmates and the a u t h o r i t i e s 

have thus been a b l e to d e c l a r e to the papers 

(19,1.77) t h a t ' a f t e r 35 days - the s t r i k e 

i n Ashkelon i s o v e r ' . There i s simply no 

one l e f t to s t r i k e a t Ashkelon, but i n the 

j a i l s of t h e i r ' e x i l e ' the p r i s o n e r s a r e 

determined to continue to s t a r v e u n t i l 

t h e i r demands a r e f u l f i l l e d . 

From the beginning, the p r i s o n e r s 

r e f u s e d to eat or to be f e d . On the 8th 

day, they were f o r c e - f e d and t h i s has con­

t i n u e d . The p r i s o n e r s r e f u s e d to d r i n k the 

400cc of mi l k presented to them and have 

subsequently been f o r c e d to accept the l i q u i d 

by means of a tube t h a t i s pushed i n t o the 

stomach through the nose or mouth. The 

normal m i l k i n t a k e i n the p r i s o n i s 1 l i t r e 

a day per person. 

The c o n d i t i o n s of the p r i s o n e r s t r a n s ­

ferred to Kfar Yona i s even worse than i t 
was I n Ashkelon. They have been housed i n 

the 'D Wing' which was d e c l a r e d , over 4 

y e a r s ago, by Dr. Meir and a s p e c i a l 

committee, to De ' u n f i t f o r human h a b i t a t i o n * 

I n t h i s wing, the p r i s o n e r s a r e kept i n 3 air 

less and i n s e c t - r i d d e n rooms. They have 

r e c e i v e d a few b l a n k e t s , no change ot 

C l o t h e s , no reading m a t e r i a l and no d a i l y 

e x e r c i s e . Some of the p r i s o n e r s , my 

c l i e n t s t a t e s , have l o s t over 30kg of 

weight s i n c e the i n c e p t i o n of the s t r i k e and 

cannot t o l e r a t e the c o l d any more, but when 

they a p p l i e d to Dr. Goldwasser for an 

a d d i t i o n a l blanket f o r one of the p r i s o n e r s 
who was i n a bad way, the doctor r e p l i e d 

' f i r s t end your s t r i k e ' . 

The p r i s o n e r s have had a few visitors 
to the j a i l : F i r s t they saw a committee 

composed oi Mr, (^ivati, Mr. Gurgeman and 

Mrs. Hemda F e n i g a r - a l l of the p r i s o n 

a u t h o r i t i e s . These persons heard t h e i r 

complaints but nothing came of i t . L a t e r , 

Che board allowed a d e l e g a t i o n from Caga, 

including a lawyer, to meet with the 
strikers. A member o£ Knesset from ths 
o p p o s i t i o n , Mr. Hen Zlon Keshec, wae 

allowed to see them and r e c e n t l y they were 

v i s i t e d by the governer of the p r i s o n 

a u t h o r i t i e s , Mr, L e v i , He had one th i n g to 

say to them: 'End the s t r i k e and then we 

w i l l t a l k . " 

On the other hand, the lawyers of some 

ot the p r i s o n e r s were not permitted to meet 
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with their clients. I t would appear that 
this was ordered by the governer himself. 
I had to appeal to the Supreme Court against 
the d i r e c t o r of the Ashkelon prison and the 
governer of the prison authorities, since I 
was not able to meet with my clients when I 

visited them on the 22.12.76. The honour­
able Judge Etzioni of the Supreme Court 
issued a decision which ordered that I be 
permitted immediate access to my clients. 
When I arrived at the prison with the court 
o r d e r , the director allowed me to see only 
one of ray 2 clients, whose appeal »pas to be 
heard the next day. 1 had to go a second 

time to the Supreme Court for judgement 
against the d i r e c t o r of the p r i s o n and 

governer of the prison authorities. The 
honouraoie Judge Vitkon pronounced that 

REPORT #2 

A f t e r 45 days of a complete hunger 

s t r i k e (11.12.76-25.1,77), the p r i s o n e r s of 

Ashkelon j a i l stopped the s t r i k e . Most of 

the p r i s o n e r s were on s t r i k e up to 35 days 

and a group of 56 p r i s o n e r s , who were 

t r a n s f e r r e d on the 32nd day of the s t r i k e 

to Kefar Yona j a i l , continued the s t r i k e 

up to the 45th day. 

The p r i s o n e r s ' consent to stop the 

s t r i k e was accainod i n the £ollowini way! 

A number of p r i s o n e r s from Kefar Yona 

j a i l were summoned to meet w i t h Che d i r e c t o r 

of the j a i l , Mr, S e g a l , on the 44th day of 

the s t r i k e . However, they r e f u s e d to taiR 

to him and asked t h a t the e l e c t e d committee 

of the p r i s o n e r s of Ashkelon j a i l would 

re p r e s e n t them. They demanded t h a t two of 

t h e i r comrades, who had been t r a n s f e r r e d 

from Ashkelon j a i l to Shata j a i l would be 

brought to Kefar Yona j a i l and would j o i n 

the other members of the committee. 

And w i t h i n two hours Muhammad Mehdi 

B a s s i s o and Jaaber Amar were brought from 

Shata j a i l , Mr, S e g a l , the d i r e c t o r of 

Kefar Yona j a i l , t o l d the committee t h a t he 

had t a l k e d w i t h the governor, Mr, David 

L e v i , and t h a t the l a t t e r Intended to d e a l 

with the p r i s o n e r s ' demand wit h a p o s i t i v e 

approach. However, he added t h a t Mr, L e v i 

would not meet with them a s long as the 
s t r i k e would c o n t i n u e . 

He added that according to h i s im­

p r e s s i o n , the p r i s o n e r s of Ashkelon went 

on s t r i k e because of the f a c t t h a t the 

governor, Mr. L e v i , had f o r m e r l y been the 

Chief coraraander of the border guard. The 

prisoners made i t c l e a r , a g a i n , that they 

only demanded human c o n d i t i o n s and e q u a l i * 

z a c i o n of c l i e i r oondicion w i t h that 0£ the 

c r i m i n a l prisoners, and that as f a r as they 

were concerned there was no d i f f e r e n c e i£ 

the court order had been disobeyed end I 
received a ILIOO compensation for expenses. 
Only after this prolonged process was 1 
atJie to interview my clients. 

A similar situation was faced the 
attorney Felicia Langer. She represented a 
pl e a to the Supreme Court and the court 
ordered that the prisoner be presented be­
fore i t at an early date. The president 
of the court on that occasion, the honour­
able Judge Cohen, commented t h a t the affair 
i s a s c a n d a l , 

My client states that he and other 
prisoners wrote to their lawyers requesting 
them to v i s i t the j a i l during the strike, 
but the p r i s o n a u t h o r i t i e s refused to handle 
the mail until the prisoners terminated 
their strike. 

FEBRUARY 2, 1977 

Mr, L e v i was persecuting them v ^ i l e they 
were a c t i v e m i l i t a n t s or while being 
p r i s o n e r s . 

The committee re f u s e d to break the 
s t r i k e as long a s Mr. L e v i d i d not appear 

before the committee, Mr, Segal had t e l e ­

phoned Mr, L e v i and told the committee that 
Mr, L e v i was d i s c u s s i n g the s t r i k e in 

Ashkelon j a i l and wished to s o l v e the matter 
p o s i t i v e l y , and t h a t ha was a l s o t o l d by 

telephone t h a t within a week a d e l e g a t i o n 
on behalf of the P r i s o n e r s ' S e r v i c e s would 

come to Ashkelon j a l i and that Mr, Levi 
would appear i n person in the J a i l in order 
to t a l k w i t h the committee which would 

present the p r i s o n e r s ' complaints and that 
ev e r y t h i n g p o s s i b l e would be done for the 
p r i s o n e r s , even beyond t h e i r demands. 

A f t e r such a f i r m promise the committee 
decided to moderate the hunger strike. Thus, 
they s t a r t e d to eat on the 25th of January 
1977, 

All the p r i s o n e r s were transferred back 
to Ashkelon j a i l , expecting the delegation 
to come the same week. However, up to the 

second of February 1977, neither the 
expected delegation nor Mr. Levi appeared i n 
the j a i i . 

The prisoners complain that they s t i l l 
do not know what has happened to two of 

t h e i r comrades who did not return to 

Ashkelon j a i l . The two are: 

Muhammed Abu liimld 

Muhammed Mduh 

The prisoners also complain about the 
measures taken against them during the 
s t r i k e : 

Muhammad Mehdi Bassiso (the prisoner in 
ragard to whom the attorney at law Felicia 
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Langer presented a plea to the Supreme 

Court s i n c e she v a s not permitted to meet 

w i t h him) was s e v e r e l y beaten i n Shata 

j a i l and put i n the " h o l e " . That was 

done w h i l e he was extremely weak a f t e r 

32 days o£ hunger s t r i k e . 

I n Ashkelon J a i l the g a o l e r s r e v e a l e d 

t h e i r c r u e l t y when Mu'in Abu Zed, a 

P a l e s t i n i a n refugee from Lebanon, asked a 

gaoler to c a l l an aid-man f o r a comrade on 

S t r i k e i n the c e l l , whose c o n d i t i o n had 

become aggravated. The g a o l e r staced that 

"there i s time" and that t h e r e was no need 

to c a l l an aid-man u r g e n t l y . Mu'in i n s i s t e d 

and a s a consequence of t h a t , the counting 

o f f i c e r was brought, Mu'in had been taken 

out o£ h i s c e l l , sprayed w i t h t e a r - g a s , h i s 

mouth was shut ( i n order that other prison­

e r s w i l l not wake up from the c r i e s ) was 

beaten a l l over h i s body and was put i n a 

h o l e . 

The p r i s o n e r s argue t h a t the food they 

were given a f t e r the s t r i k e ended was 

i n t e n t i o n a l l y designed to cause them p h y s i c a l 

problems. On the f i r s t day a f t e r the s t r i k e 

they r e c e i v e d cowpeas which caused them 

stomach pains f o r a number of days and 

aggravated the haemorrhoids from which most 

of them s u f f e r . The p r i s o n e r s ' request to 

r e c e i v e medicine to r e g u l a t e t h e i r defeca­

t i o n was refuse d and there a r e p r i s o n e r s who 

s t i l l have not had d e f e c a t i o n ( 3 . 2 . 7 7 ) . 

The m a j o r i t y of the p r i s o n e r s are 

extremely weak. T h e i r bones sticK o u t , and 

they say that every p r i s o n e r i s requested 

to undress i n the t o i l e t i n order to prevent 

his comrades from s u f f e r i n g as they see him. 

The p r i s o n e r s a r e very doubtful about 

the governer's promise to grant them t h e i r 

demands or even to meet w i t h them. However, 

they do not intend to stop t h e i r s t r u g g l e 

and they say that means of s t r u g g l e a r e 

s t i l l open to them even i f they pay f o r i t 

With their l i v e s . 

One p r i s o n e r with whom I t a l k e d , 

t o l d me the f o l l o w i n g : 

" I was a frogman f o r many y e a r s . 

Most of the time I was under the water 

and i n hard t r a i n i n g and I was h e a l t h y . 

Si x months i n Ashkelon j a i l made me a 

s i c k and weak person who s u f f e r s from 

pains a l l over h i s body. 

"Had I known i n advance what was 

the I s r a e L i j a i i l i k e , I would not have 

let myself be a r r e s t e d . I would have 

fought to death when they came to capture 

me, s i n c e death i s better than l i f e I n 

Ashkeion j a i l " . 

Another p r i s o n e r s a i d : " I f they 

do not l e t us l i v e l i k e human b e i n g s , we 

w i l l d i e l i k e human beings". 

* 

REPORT #3 

On the 27th February 1977 1 v i s i t e d 

my clients at the Ashkelon j a i l who asked 

me to a c t on t h e i r behalf i n the foll o w i n g 

manner: 

MARCH i , 1977 

The p r i s o n e r s were t o l d that i f a new 

wing should be b u i l t a t the Ashkelon j a i l , 

i t may be p o s s i b l e to so l v e the problem of 

overcrowdedness i n the pr i s o n c e l l s . 

Some two weeks ago a d e l e g a t i o n of 

the I s r a e l P r i s o n A u t h o r i t y v i s i t e d the 

Ashkelon j a i l and spoke w i t h some of the 

p r i s o n e r s . A f t e r the p r i s o n e r s d e t a i l e d 

t h e i r complaints and demands f o r r e c t i f y ­

ing the h o r r i b l e p r i s o n c o n d i t i o n s at 

Ashkelon, the s a i d d e l e g a t i o n , headed by 

Mr. Haim L e v i , I s r a e l P r i s o n Commissioner, 

agreed to implement the f o l l o w i n g improve­

ments : 

1. Every prisoner w i l l be e n t i t l e d 

to a c q u i r e Q h a i r " b r u s h . 

1. Every p r i s o n e r w i l l be allowed to 

purchase, p r i v a t e l y a t the p r i s o n ' s 

c a n t i n e , almond and t u r k i s n de­

l i g h t Quc o£ Che monthly allowance 

of IL30 ($3) which they a r e 

allowed to r e c e i v e from t h e i r 

f a m i l i e s (a Jewish p r i s o n e r i s 

allowed IL7o per month). 

N a t u r a l l y , the p r i s o n e r s considered 

these suggestions by the s a i d d e l e g a t i o n 

as a joke and an i n s u l t e x p e c i a i l y since 

these recommendations do not a t a l l r e l a t e 

to t h e i r key demands of e q u a l i z i n g t h e i r 

p r i s o n c o n d i t i o n s to thosG of the Jewish 

c r i m i n a l p r i s o n e r s . 

On the 24th February 1977 the Ashkelon 

prisoners renewed t h e i r hunger s t r i k e and 

today some 215 p r i s o n e r s a r e again on 

strlKe. T h e i r heatch i s very poor and 

f r a g i l e due to t h e i r previous hunger s t r i k e , 

which ended only 1 month ^gOj bUC 6h6y drc 

determined to continue the s t r i k e u n t i l 

thoj-r demands a r e met. T h i s time they are 

u n l i k e l y to be m i s l e d by bogus promises. 
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On 16.3.77 I v i s i t e d A b e d - E l a z i z A n 

Shahin, a hunger s t r i k e r a t Ashkelon 

P r i s o n , who because of h i s c r i t i c a l physi­

c a l c o n d i t i o n was h o s p i t a l i z e d a t Ramie 

P r i s o n . 

On 2B.3.77 si x t y - t w o p r i s o n e r s from 

Ashkelon were t r a n s f e r r e d to Jaime P r i s o n 

i n E a s t H a i f a , and s h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d s 

e i g h t y two s t r i k i n g p r i s o n e r s were t r a n s ­

f e r r e d to the p r i s o n a t K f a r Yona. 

Abed E l a z l z Shahin was h e l d i n i s o ­

l a t i o n a t J a l n e P r i s o n f o r about 5 days; 

Mr. D i s t e n t e l d , the a d m i n i s t r a t o r of 

Ashkelon P r i s o n came to t a l k w i t h the 

p r i s o n e r s a t J a l n e P r i s o n on 5.3.77 and on 

the f o l l o w i n g day Mr. Chaim Levy, the 

commissioner ot the p r i s o n a u t h o r i t i e s 

came as w e l l . I n the c o n v e r s a t i o n he h e l d 

w i t h S h a h i n , he a s s u r e d him t h a t he W i l l 

c o n s i d e r i n a p o s i t i v e l i g h t i n i t i a t i n g 

improvements and t h a t a l l the p r i s o n e r s ' 

demands t h a t a r e not c o n t r a r y to law w i l l 

be met. 

Shahin, who was t r a n s f e r r e d to Ramie 

P r i s o n due to the d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f h i s 

p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n , s t a t e s t h a t he i s w e l l 

t r e a t e d a t the h o s p i t a l and t h a t the doctors 

and s t a f f a t t e n d and s p o i l him. There i s no 

doubt t h a t e v e r y t h i n g i s done i n order to 

keep him a l i v e , d e s p i t e h i s f r a i l h e a l t h , 

and to prevent him from becoming a v i c t i m 

of the hunger s t r i k e . 

On 15.3.77, the e i g h t y two p r i s o n e r s 

a t Kfar Yona terminated t h e i r hunger s t r i k e , 

and to the best of our knowledge the r e s t 

of the p r i s o n e r s terminated t h e i r s t r i k e 

on 16.3.77. 

The s t r i k e was d i s c o n t i n u e d a f t e r 

s e v e r a l s m a l l but s i g n i f i c a n t improvements 

were awarded, and the p o s s i b i l i t y of 

f u r t h e r improvements were c o n s i d e r e d . 

The f o l l o w i n g l i s t i n c l u d e s both the 

give n improvements and those promised i n 

the f u t u r e . 

1, A p r i s o n e r i s a b l e to see an Arab 

doctor w i t h i n a week of submitting 

h i s r e q u e s t . 

2. P r i s o n e r s w i l l r e c e i v e m a t t r e s s e s , 

* * * 
' j l i i g P a l e s t i n e Human R i s h t s B u l l e t i n i s i s s u e d by the P a l e s t i n e Human Rights 

Campaign (P.H.R.C.). S i n c e I s r a e l ' s continued v i o l a t i o n s a g a i n s t P a l e s t i n i a n human 

r i g h t s r e c e i v e i i t t i e or no a t t e n t i o n i n the United S t a t e s , the P.H.R.C. was formed 

i n May o£ 1977 t o : 

1. Promote the i n v e s t i g a t i o n , p u b l i c a t i o n and understanding ot these i n c i d e n t s 

of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s , 

2. Lend support to the v i c t i m s and t h e i r a t t o m i e s , 

3. se c u r e the enforcement of e x i s t i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y recognized norms of human 

r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms f o r the P a l e s t i n i a n people. 

3. P r i s o n e r s w i l l be a l i o t e d 4 Kg, of 

f r u i t s per month v i a the Red C r o s s . 

4. The p r i s o n e r s ' f a m i l i e s w i l l be 

allowed to bring them w i n t e r and summer 

c l o t h e s . 

5. A g r e a t e r v a r i e t y of goods w i l l be 

made a v a i l a b l e f o r purchase a t the 

ca n t e e n . 

6. The p r i s o n e r s w i l l r e c e i v e one Arab 

newspaper. 

7. The p r i s o n e r ' s canteen allowance W i l l 

be IncreaQed, 

8. There w i l l be some opportunity f o r 

the p r i s o n e r s to s u p e r v i s e t h e i r food. 

9. C o n s i d e r a t i o n s w i l l be made to vary 

the raeais, and to i n c l u d e e a s t e r n 

cooking i n the f u t u r e . 

10. The p o s s i b i l i t y (not c e r t a i n ) of 

enabling p r i s o n e r s to take c o r r e s ­

pondence courses a t a u n i v e r s i t y , 

11. The p o s s i b i l i t y (not c e r t a i n ) of allow­

ing d e l i v e r a n c e of a l l books published 

i n I s r a e l ( with the exception of 

Communist p u b i i g a t i o n s ) . 

12. The a d j u n c t i o n of an Arab p r i s o n e r to 

the medical s t a f f . 

Three p r i s o n e r s who a r e con s i d e r e d 

the l e a d e r s of the hunger s t r i K e , among 

them Muhammad Mehdi B a s s i s o , d i d not hear 

of these commitments and continued t h e i r 

s t r i k e , a l s o w h i l e a t the Ramie p r i s o n hospi­

t a l , u n t i l 4,'4.77. 

I a g a i n v i s i t e d Ashkelon p r i s o n on 

22.4.77. I deduced from c o n v e r s a t i o n s with 

the p r i s o n e r s that the r e a l i z a t i o n of these 

promises has not begun to be s e r i o u s l y 

c a r r i e d o u t . The only improvements f e l t 

t h u s f a r a r e : a small i n c r e a s e of bread a t 

meals, a d d i t i o n a l c h o i c e s of products a t tne 

canteen, and a r a i s e of l O I L ($1) I n the 

amount of money allowed f o r de p o s i t i n the 

p r i s o n e r ' s account each month. 

The p r i s o n e r s a r e q u i t e worried by the 

f a c t t h a t those p r i s o n e r s who a r e considered 

the s t r i k e l e a d e r s have not yet been returned 

to Ashkelon P r i s o n and that the four of them 

a r e s t i l l d i s p e r s e d between S h i t a P r i s o n 

and the p r i s o n a t Kfar Yona. 

For i n f o r m a t i o n or to make a 

c o n t r i b u t i o n w r i t e t o : 
P a l e s t i n e Human Rights C??mpaign 

Walnut Bottom, Pennsylvania 17266 Page 8 


