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PRESS RELEASE NO. 15 - 31 May 1988

AL-HAQ CALLS FOR THE IMMEDIATE CLOSURE OF KETZIOT/ANSAR 3

Al-Haq/Law in the Service of Man is calling for the
immediate closure of Ketziot Military Detention Centre in the
Negev desert, also known as Ansar 3. The holding of detainees
from the Occupied Territories outside of those territories, and
the inhumane and illegal conditions under which they are being
kept, constitute clear and flagrant violations of local and
international laws.

On 2 April 1988 al-Hagq issued its Press Release No. 13,
drawing attention to the harsh conditions in Ansar 3 and in
particular to the severe lack of water. On 19 May 1988, five
West Bank lawyers, including a lawyer from al-Hag, were allowed
to visit the section of Ansar 3 where West Bank administrative
detainees are being held. During that visit, information
collected from detainees - including four of al-Haq's field-
workers in detention - revealed that conditions cited in Press
Release No. 13 still exist, and are in fact deteriorating as
the number of detainees increase and the desert summer
approaches. It is reported that Ketziot/Ansar 3 now holds over
3,000 detainees.

On 29 May 1988 al-Hagq received the attached open letter
from Palestinian detainees at Ketziot/Ansar 3. The letter is
self-explanatory and the description of the severe conditions
therein 1is consistent with the information we had earlier
received. Al-Haq further confirmed this information in another
visit to Ketziot on 30 May 1988. These conditions are so
severe as to warrant extreme concern for the health and well
being of the detainees at Ketziot. Article 85 of the 4th
Geneva Convention of 1949 Relative to the Protection of
Civilians in Time of War clearly states the obligation of the
detaining power to accomodate detainees in ‘"buildings and
quarters which afford every possible safeguard as regards
hygiene and health, and provide efficient protection against
the rigours of the climate..."

Article 76 of the Fourth Geneva Convention specifically
prohibits the transfer of detainees from areas under occupation
to the occupier's own territory. Israel is clearly in vio-
lation of this article as well.

AL-HAQ Law in the Service of Man

In addition, 1Israel is violating its own military reg-
ultions of 31 January 1982 pertaining to the treatment of
administrative detainees, including family visits, food,
clothing and necessary medical care.

Given the above serious violations, and the urgency of the
situation at Ketziot/Ansar 3, al-Haqg, as a human rights organ-
isation, can only conclude that this illegal internment camp
must be closed immediately.
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LETTER FROM DETAINEES AT KETZIOT/ANSAR 3

(Enlargement from the original which was written on tissue paper)
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Translation

TO ALL PEOPLE OF CONSCIENCE EVERYWHERE, TO DEMOCRACTIC FORCES, TO ALL
DEFENDERS OF HUMAN RIGHTS...We call on you to rescue us from the camp
of slow death, ANSAR 3, Negev.

We, the thousands of Palestinian detainees have been thrown by the
Israeli Authorities into ANSAR 3 Detention Centre, with no regard for
the simplest judicial formalities, including our right to know the
charges leveled against us. We are kept in difficult circumstances
under the burning desert sun, where the temperature by day reaches 45
degrees centigrade and drops to below zero at night; in an area
teaming with reptiles, insects and rats. But the severity of nature
is no match for the cruelty of the soldiers of the detention centre,
with their arbitrariness and constant brutality and violence.
Against us is conducted a war of starvation and thirst and humil-
iation and a policy of physical and psychological destruction. They
leave no method untapped to realize their aims which contradict all
international conventions and agreements, not to mention the total
contradiction of all moral and human values.

We are forced to keep open our tents from 5:00 in the morning until
midnight, exposed to the searing heat of the sun and the dust and
sand storms of the desert. We are also forced to sit on the ground
for periods of up to one-half hour, three to four times a day under
the scorching sun, and under the soldiers! pointed guns. No
consideration is given to the sick and elderly. In addition, we are
subjected to insults and curses and other humiliations to our
personal and national dignity.

Water is scarce and cut off for many long hours daily. When there is
water, it is hardly sufficient for drinking, toilet needs and baths
twice monthly in this suffocating heat. We have only one change of
clothing. We are not allowed to receive clothes nor other necessities
from family, nor are we provided items for washing clothes. Our
health is deteriorating and we are suffering general physical de-
pression and various diseases. Health care is virtually non-
existent. These conditions are accompanied by the total isolation
imposed on us; our families are not allowed to visit due to restric-
tions imposed by the authorities, inspite of the 1length of our
detention. We are not allowed to send or receive letters, nor are we
allowed to have radios, newspapers, magazines, books, writing paper
and pencils. This means that we are subject to punitive and inhuman
measures, which aim at erasing our human spirit and denying our human
and social selves. These measures cancel even those rights granted
by the law of administrative detention.

‘We call on you to stand by us to put a stop to organized violence,
terrorism and humiliation, 1leading us to a slow death. They are
assassinating justice and the potential for peace which all human
beings long for in this Holy Land.

We urge you to organize delegations of humanitarian groups and organ-
izations to visit this detention centre which lacks everything except
the elements of death, terror and murder, and that you work towards
closing it. We call on you all to stand on the side of humanity, to
prevent its loss. May the world hear our voice.

May 1988
PALESTINIAN DETAINEES AT THE CAMP OF SLOW DEATH, ANSAR 3, NEGEV.



